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CERISTMAS ODE.

wGlory to God in the highest,—and, on earth, peace, good
will toward men.”
Look up, O Earth, and celebrate with joy,
That hallowed morn that once, ou Shinar's
plains,
Greeled the Shepherds, who, in spirit rapt,
Breathless and milent, heard celestial strains,

Kot heralded by kingly ponp e came, —

He, in wiose sight the jewelled crown is dim,
Nor flamine messenger, in thunder loud,

Bade nations tremble as they welcowed Him.

But in the ealin and silent midnight air,
Heaven’s chusen minstrelsy poured forth the
song,
#Glory to God, prace and good will toward men,’’
Ye lulls and valleys still those notes prolong.

Guilt hid its face,—envy and hatred shrack,
From the bright neralds of the Prince of
Peace,—
While tremnbling hearts too long, by sin enthrall-
ed,
Blest the glad words that told their swift re-

lease.

Nor husiied that sonz to-day, tho’, from Heaven's
coutty,

ly disposed from his youth ; and so zenlnusl
was he for the rites and ceremanies of the
Jewish church, that, while persccuting un-
to death those who disseuted from that
mode of worship, he really believed that he
was doiug God an acceptable service. Such
were his views whilst ngudly conforming 10
all the outward forms of the Mosaie ritual,
but a total stranger 1o the religion of the
heart. But no sovuer had he received the
koowledge of salvation by fauh in our
Lord Jesus Christ, and a call from him to
preach the Gospel, than, without consulting
his own ease, honour, or emoluments,
obedience to the divine command, he went
and preached the doctrine of salvetion by
faith in Christ, which before he had so
zealously laboured to  destroy.  This
brougbt upon him a fload of persecytion
from his countrymen the Jews, and exposed
him to numerous perils from the Heathen.
But nonc of these things moved him. la-
flamed with love to his Redeemer, aud the
souls of his fellow sinners, he ascends Mars’
Hill, that emporium of idolatry, and with a
courage that dares to look death and him
that hath the power of it, even the deril, in
the fuce, without fear, and there, 1 the
presence of their idols, their aliars, and
plilosophers, erected the standard of the
Cross, and preached unto them Jesus as the

No more the white-robed meesenrars appear, —

But thoush un<een, are ve not hoverivr round,

Bright spicits sentourdeooping hearts to ciweer ?
Lingers not Lave, a heavenly sojonrner,
Borever panting Coats blisstal Home,—
And Farth aad Hope tue Piizrin’s foolsieps
cheels,
.When, in gou’s lowery paths, he fuin would

roaul. :
These echy baick the sweet harmanious song,— }
|

Aud many veices eateh the joviul wiram,—
Tac dweliers i the eity’s crowded huuts, |
Aud those who stray i Natare's wide domain ;
|

The Lord of Glory sooped oo rmlty carth? i
Wiide Deaven's glad arehics oy, shall we re-y

rll\'"

To celebrate the great Lmmanuel’s Lirth ?

And shatl oar Pps e sclent, we e whom

No, blest Reedeemer, on this hallowed morn,
Toueh tiou our hearts with eoalsw of hiving fiie:
So shail our Lips debght to sing thy prase,,
Thy luve, vur cvery thoughit and actinspiie.

No lonzer, swept by every passing breeze,
Ouar Harps s plaintive welod eswhall snund, —
But wned by oy, shall wake their livelies
chords, ‘
Aud uotes of gladnessblend w ithawe profound.

O, let our lips cssay the sony ol praise,
While slowly travelling through the vale of
Llears | %
So we, at least, sha!l jun the nobler choir,—
Ana swe'l the Authom, through eternal years.
M. E. L

VST > 1

Peoud b, I hve finished my  course, 1
{ have kept the tanh @

t | saw the failacy of seeking salvauon by the

only Savewur of siwers. s grand theme
was Justification by faith in Christ Jesus,
amd great success attended lus mimistry,
with violent persecution, 1 every place.
He closed s hife and Labours with the -
unbaut exclunaton, * 1 have fought a

hencelorth there s
Lud up for we a crown of nighteousness,
which the Lord, the nglieous Judge, shall |

give e at that day.”

I'ine second character of the three paral-

plels s D Masmin Luenens, by bt a

German.  [e also was brought up a sclm-}
lar; and, contrary to the intention of his |
[ither, envered imsell as a Mok of the |
order of St. Augusune, at Lirfurt. e
zealously pursued hns studies, aud conforin- |
ed with uuuning dibigence to all the rigd |

tules and ceremones of the Courch,hopiug |
thereby 1o gun the divine peace and fa-
vour.  Wiile thus vamly labouriog for sal-
vation, he providentiilly found e the hi-
Lrary a copy of the sacred Scriptures,which
Lie diiigently perused ; and by the Light of
divine trath wiieh iluninated his mad, he

‘menit of works, and that the only way by
which a sinner can be reconciled unto God,
15 by faith 1 the atoning merut of our Lord
Jesus Christ. No sooner hzd he expe-
rienced that peace with God which 1s the
immediate effect of justifying faith, than he
began to preach the same .unto others.
T'ius soon exposed him to all the fiery -
dignation aud bloody pergecution of the
Papal power.  Yet, aundst ali thew foam-
ing rage, hke Paul, he could say, ** iNoue
of these things move me”  When sum- |

Christian Slisccllany.

**We need a better nequaintance wih the thoughis win!
tensonings 1 oare aad bofiy minds =D Shorg

Tt = » -

The Theee Parallzis

1t is interestinr 1o truce the harmonv ("“;-llvlll\' i from going ; but he declared his
the divine provedare both w the operationsfdetermination to 1o, were there as many de-

of providenc{, ayd e wtluence ol grace.
There hive beom o the chnreh of Chinst
three distincsuished characters, who were
born in duiereat countries,
ditlerent ages ; and vet in whose lustory
are found several striking traits of simls-
ny. B

The first of these, both in order of time
and quality, was the great Apostle of the
Genules, 8r. Pavi. Tis man  was ol

and hived in|

Cmaoned to appear before the Diet at Worins,
s frends, knowing that the doctrine and }
Ppractice ol the Church of Rowe a3 not 1o
keep fath with biereties, reannded im o
tie case of John Huss, and strove to dis-!

vils there as tiles upon the houses.  He
appeared before the Diet, and nobly de- |
fended his doctrines and couduct, though
opposed by the Legate Eckius, whom the
i Pope had entrusted with his bull aganst
Lutner, and commanded to carry it ioto
execution, , But the Lord raiscd i up a
L poweriul &rmecmt i the  Liector of |
Saxony. Regardless of the beliowing ol
the Pope’s buils,—m oue of which he savd,

Hebrew orinin by both parents, who gave
Lim a double name ; Siul, from the lle-
brew SAhn:!; and beine born in a Roman
city, of which he was lree, they pave lam
the Roman or Latun name of Paulus, T
man was elacated 1a the lughest branchies
of tlie leariag ol that day.  He wus pious-

speahing of Luthier and his doctrines, * It
Cthns pestiferous canker cannot  be cured |

with gentle medicioes, sharper s1lves must

be proved, and ficry searings,” —he sull
[ preached aud wrote 1n support ol jusniica-
l‘llu.l‘l:\ Foth wlone, without the werit of
J \\'urks; ang declared, * This doctrine stk

{ would

“trates,

never be overthrawn, neither by the Lw.
peror, the Turk, the Tartar, the Persian,
the Pope and  his agents, nor by all the
devils in hell.” By the kind providence of
God he escaped the snare, and was brought
to his nauve place, where he died iu great
peace.

The third character in the parallel is the
Rev. Joun WesLev, a man of more than
ordivary literary attainments.  From early
life until its close, he was warmly attac
tu the ceremonies and worship of the Church
of England. At ihiy period, experimental
rehigion was at a very low ebb in this
country,

% The spirit was in the letter lost,
The substance in the shade.”

By diligently studying the Scriptures, he
discovered his want of that holiness without
which no man can see the Lurd.  This he
sincerely but vaiuly sought, by rigidly ob-
serving the rites and ordinances of the
Church. Afier a long and fruitless search
for peace with God as the reward of his
devout services, he was providentielly
brought into the company of some pious
Germaus, who taught him the way of salva-
tion by faich, by which he became possess-
ed of a sense of the divine favour, the
love of God shed abroad in his heart by
the Holy Ghost given unto him.  He then
began to preach the almost obsolete doc.
trine of jastfication by fauh.  The
churches where he preached were crowded,
and many were the seals of lis ninistry,
which raised up a host of persccutors, as
W hie had ntroduced some daugerous here-
sy. The church-doors were closed against
him ; he was branded with preaching Po-
pery, encourazing tedition and  rebellion,

and was called an enemny 10 God, thel

Church, and the Kwyg. Professors aud
profane treated hin as 2 common enemy ;
but the same gracious Providence which
defended Paul from the marderous designs
of those who lay m wait for s hfe, and
preserved Luther from the deadly Jesuitical
snares tuat were bad for him,  threw the
shield ol protection over Wesley, or he
not have escaped the murderous
mobs  at Weduesbury, in Cornwall, and
other places, encouraged, as they frequently
were, both by the Clergy and the Magis-
Not because hie was spreadiag he-
resy and sedinon, but hecause he was awa.
kening a drowsy miuisiry 10 a more faithlul
discharge of their day, and fanuing the
dymg embers of vital rehigion n the
Clhiurch.  Through his fanhful labours,
thousands who were ripe . for any revolu.
tionary purpore, were turied to seek the
salvition of their souls; and thus our
country was preserved from the deprecated
The revival wnd
pr.upn;uliuu of vital sodiees 1 the e
tous societies ol which e was the founder,
has been a blessing to thousands of Fannlies,
and will be to generations yet unborn,

scourge of a revolution,

The parallel i the history of these dis-
tugwisacd chiaracters appears, L la therr
strauy prejudices i favour of the Churclies
i wiuich they were cducated. 2. fu the
conversion ol their souls 10 God, by an act
of fahn the atomng ment of the Re-
deemer’s blood, 3. Having found ths sal-
vation themselves, they began to preach it
1o others, and sinilar clfects followed u
each case. By the preaching of jusulica-
uon by faith, 8t. Puul beberd the Pagan
philosophy of Greece and Rome deserted
by its advocates, und numbers of them
turned from the worstup of duwb wdols to
sérve the trae and hiving God. VWhen the
Papal Church had ouried the pure precepts
of the Gospel under a inass ol traditionary

Jesus Christ, and haliness of heart, which
are the standard docirines of the Wesley-
ans, have produced similar effects in all
parts of the world. 4. It is most promi-
nent in their deaths.  Paul could say, * 1
have fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, | have kept the faith.”  Luther
eommitted hig soul, and his femily, with
holy eonlidence into the hands of his Re-
deemer. And W aey closed a long lile of

4 labour aud success, saying, ** The best of

all 13, God is with us !”

% .0 may | viumph so0,
When alt my wartare's past;
Aud, dying} fnd my latest foe
Under my feet at last 1"

The Comsolations of Religion.

In the hour of misfortune, when a man,
onag ig hwpy circumstances, sits down
amidef the wreck of all his comforis, and
sees nothing but the fragments of his fore
tune fé himsell and family, what, in the
storm of afliction, is to cheer him but re-
ligion ; and this can do it, and enable him
o say, * Although the fig-tree shall not
blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines;
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the
fields shall yield no meat; the flocks shall
be cut off from the fuld, and there shall be
no herd in the stalls; yet will I rejoice in
the Lord—1 will joy in the God of my sl
vation.”  What but religion ean comfort
the poor labourer in that gloomy sesaap

hen times are bad, and work is seafec,

and he harcly knows whero 10 procure his
next meal?  What can comfort the suffer-
ing female in that long and dreaJtul season,
wheu, wusting away i a Jdeep decline, she
lies, night after night, consumed by f(ever,
and day ufter day, convulsed by eoughing ?
Tell me, what can send a ray of comfurs to
her datk scene of woe, ora drop of consge
lation to her parched and thirsting lips, but
relizion 7 Aund when the agonized parent,
with a heart hall broken by the conduct of
aprodigal sou, excluims="0Oh! who can
tell how slinrper than a serpent’s tooth it ie
to have a thankless child!" what, in that
scason cf torture, can pour a drop of baln
into the wounded spieit but religion 7 And
when we occupy tl.e bed-side of a departing
fiend, **the dreadiul post of observation
darker every hour,” what but religion can
sastain the mind, and calm the tumult of
the soul I wht, bug this, can enable us to
bear with eyen tolerable composure, the
pang of separation ! Aud we too must die :
and here 13 the excellence of piety; it ful-
lows us, where no other friend can follow
us, dowis into the dark vallay of the shadow
of death-—stauds by us when the last hand
has quitted 1ts grusp—reserves its mightiest
energies for that most awlul couflict—pre-
sents to the eye wl fuith the visions of glory
rising up beyoud the sepulchre, and angels
alvancing to receive us from the hand of
carthly fricuds (0 bear us (o the presence of
a smihug God,

Other sources of pleasure.are open only
during the season of health and prosperity,
Admitung that thly-“were all which their
most unpassioned admirers contend for;
what cau balls, routs, plays, cards, do, in
the scason of sickuess, mmlortune, or death ?
Alas! alas! they exist then only jn recol-
lection, and the recollection of them is puia-
lul.—Lev. J. A. James.

Exhaustiess Supplies.

For these mix thousand years, God has
been muitiplying p'udul{s, and- yet frce
grace s not ired—Christ undertook to sat-

legends and 1olatrous nites, Luther hegau
preachimg jasubication by faih i Chinst
people understood . and embrazed at; the
coulessional was dédscrted, the sale of -
dulgences suspended, masses for the dead
discontinued, and the power of the Roman
Pontd was shaken o the centre. ‘The
preaching repentance toward God, tath

isly, and he hath woney enough to pay. It
were folly to think that an emperor's reve-
nue will not pay a begaar’s debt.  Mercy
{14 an ocean, ever-flowinyg, yet never full.—
- The wuints carry loads of experiences wi '
(them 1o hewen.  L'ree grace can show you
large accouns and a long il cancelled by
the Lloud of Ciiriat.— Munten.



