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doner to the Sacied Heart of Him Who 
died for ua upon the oroew, teaching u* 
bj pieeept and example to model our 
lires lu thla world In such a manner 
that wo may hope for glory eternal In 
the next.

THE MARRIAGE LAW“ In view of the many complications 
and the interminable confusion arising 
out of the present state of affaire, it 
will probably be felt by a large majority 
o' the people of Canada that the time 
has come for a removal of so important a 
matter aa marriage from the provincial 
to the Dcminion sphere.

44 There can be no peace till there is 
one marriage law uniform for the 
whole Dominion, and such a law cannot 
be passed till the Dominion Parliament 
has been fully empowered to enact it. 
The American constitution—almost an 
object of worship by the American 
peopl
amended. The federal constitution of 
Canada Is quite as susceptible of im
provement.”

No one who recalls the Manitoba 
School agitation will view with equan
imity the attempt to create another 
such an agitation but a hundredfold 
more hurtful and dangerous.

In educational matters the right to 
remedy any grievance of a minority is 
especially reserved to the Canadian 
Parliament. But “Hands off Manitoba,” 
“No Coercion,” were the cries that rung 
from one end of Canada to the other. 
Now those valiant and righteously in
dignant champions of provincial rights 
coolly propose to coerce Quebec into 
giving up an undoubted right which was 
guaranteed her before she consented to 
enter Confederation 1 And this without 
the shadow of a grievance other than 
exists in their disordered imaginations.

Such a course is, we repeat, dangerous 
and unpatriotic ; le t us hope that wiser 
counsels will prevail.

olsely the same words as it recognizes 
diriment impedimenta imposed by the 
Catholic Church. And if two Presby
terians were married in contravention of 
this law of their Church the civil courts 
would declare such marriage null in the 
same olrcumstanoes as they have de
clared null and void the marriage of 
t vo Catholics who marry in contraven
tion of the laws of the Catholic Church.

It is true that Proteetànts generally 
regard so lightly the laws and canons 
of their churches that ecclesiastical 
authority is neither exercised nor in
voked. But that is not the fault of the 
Quebec Civil Code. That the Catholic 
Church knows her own mind, respects 
her own laws and exercises her author 
ity when her children invoke its exer
cise, is surely no grievance to Protest
ants.

The laws of the Church In the Pro
vince of Quebec require Catholics to be 
married by a priest with the proper jur
isdiction in the matter. Any other mar
riage is a clandestine marriage, and clan- 
destlulty is an impediment which renders 
the marriage null and invalid. The courts 
of the province have as a rule Inter
preted section one hundred and twenty 
seven as recognizing this impediment, 
and hence have decided that the mar
riage of two Catholics by a Protestant 
minister is invalid by reason of the im
pediment of clandestinity. To the 
ecclesiastical courts is left the deter
mination of the fact whether or not 
there is an invalidating impediment. 
This decision of the ecclesiastical court 
has no civil effect whatever. This fol
lows the decision of the civil court, inter
preting the Civil Code which recog 
nizes the impediments imposed by the 
various churches.

True, there are now conflicting 
decisions handed down by the Q îebec

ly.w For Fitzgerald la before all things 
a Catholic, and that he takes a living 
Interest in his Faith the books just men
tioned prove.

We had something to say last week 
about William IIL, whose ‘‘pious, glori
ous and immortal memory” Is the never- 
ending theme of Twelfth of July ora
tions, and the figment upon which the 
whole structure of Orangeism rests. In 
view of wliafc is going on in Ireland at 
this moment over the prospect of Home 
Rule, and as casting a lurid light upon 
the noisy agitation that is kept up per
petually in Canada against the rights 
and liberties of Catholics, it maÿ not be 
unprofitable to pursue the subject just 
a little further. William is the demi-god 
of the lodges ; his character and his 
maxims are their especial pride, 
wonder then if the servant falls, in his 
conception of right and wrong, to rise 
above his master !

Ctjr Catboltc ftecorb The Privy Council, the hlgheet court.
In the British Empire, bee given lodg
ment on the long de be ted marriage 
qneetion. It declare, the bill Intro
duced In the laet avaaion ol the House 
ul Common* by Mr. Lanoaeter to be
ultra viree. To the provinces belong, THE DAU TENDERS
the power ol legislating on the solemn- A weeka „g(, one o| our daily 
iration of marriage. Their Lordship, plpe„ drew attentlou to hardship, 
further declare that the Provincial whleb nude, modern condition, oor bar- 
1 .egi«!alures, in legislating on the sol- tondera labür. Oontinuoualy they are 
emulation of marriage within the drHad 1(wing tbtilr ,io«Iiae t0 des, 
province, could Impose condition, affect- oat lntoxloBntB 0, n.Btrio-
Ing the validity ol the contract. Thla tloD, p,Boed npon th,m. '8ome je„a 
I, the ver. let in brief. But It will not, Bgo tbey w#re puuUhed if they sold 
It .earns, be the end of the agitation. |iqnor to Indlalla ot mlnura, but now 
The Hebert marriage wlU now moat they „iu have t„ bea, ,Q m|nd the ,aces 
likely be .eat to the Privy Council, a, Q, bundreds who haTe by the pollce 
a teat ease, aud opinion asked a, to it, œaglstrate been plaoed upoD tbe ,udlan 
validity. We may expect that the |lst> Thia 00urae 1, adopted when a cer- 
next few week, will be a bey time lor ta,n nnmber conTietlona are registered 
the gentlemen composing the Evangel!- sgaiuat them ,Q L,,ndon the Indlan 
cal Alliance. New.paper interviewer, Ulter, come well „igh up ta two hnn. 
will be flirted with by many of our dred We aympathile witb the bar- 
Mlnlsterlal brethren who, having little t#ndi)r Hlg ,ot „ n„t B happy one. 
to do, dearly love turbulent conditions. Tbe m0#t t,„eotDal mode o( sieving the 
Rev. E. D Silcox, President of the altoatioQ ia> we tblllk| ,or him t0 maUe 
Alliance, advance, the opinion that the not on,y not to give d,lnk to
decision is quite unsatisfactory to that ,ndlan9 and -habltaBla,.. but to
body, and they will now try to arouse np the bualneaa a|together. Some
interest and secure an amendment to go,^ d,ceut men atand behmd fhe bar. 
the Brltiah North America Act. They They flnd u bard ^ battle wlth circum- 
contend that there should be one mar- Btancea- u la their trade. aud they fee, 
riage law, patterned, we suppose, alter not lncllDed tho world anew.
the marriage procedure prevailing in u a plty they „„ ,0 minded Kar 
Windsor and Niagara Falls, an open bette, wuuld lt be for tbem to take up 
bouse, as it were, in which marriage the w„rk (lf the unakliled laborer than 
knots could be tied with dexterity at ^ be dealing out t„ th,ir Mlow beingB 
the lowest possible market price-uo that abominable atl,S which obliterates 
regard being bad to the sacrtdnees of thought o| ty,e better W(irld aud peoplea 
the uuder.alcing. It is passing strange he„ wkh aubjecta of 8afan. 0r all avo- 
that the Evangelical Alliance did not oationa in Ufe that 0, the bar teoder la 
send it, president or some one else to thfl lelHt to be commended. No other 
represent it before the Privy Council. poaition apella aoclal oatraciam to the 
It is unfortunate that the peace and ^ extenL Tbe bar-tender may, as 
good will which should be the portion we bav„ aaid| be a decent| hoD(,at roBDj 
of onr civic life ia so often disturbed by but calliug keppa bim „ tbe foot of 
the preachments and practices of the the «œi.l class and deprives him of hope 
Evangelical Alliance, the Lord's Day ol attai[ling Bn honorable position in the 
Alliance, the Ministerial Assoc.ation, commonity 
etc., etc. These gentlemen are breakers 
of the peaae, and if onr civil and re
ligious liberties are at any time im
paired, the blame will rest at their 
doors. Some of our ministerial friends 
are altogether too prone to jnmp into 
an aeroplane of false premises. How 
different is the sane and solid attitude 
of Catholic divines. In the Catholic 
Year Book, published at Vancouver, the 
Most Kev. Dr. McNeil, Archbishop- 
elect of Toronto, says :

“I flud it very difficult to enter into 
the thought of tboie wbo say the Ne 
Temere law interferes with civil law.
A married couple obtain a legal sep
aration in a divorce court, aud one o' 
them marries a third party. Tais 
second marriage ia valid in civil law 
and has all ihe civil effects of marriage.
At the same time it ia null and void in 
canon law. It is no; accepted as a 

name marriage iu thv Ho nan Catholic Church.
There is here no iuterft ranee with the 
civil law.”
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Advertisement lor teachers, situation* wanted, etc. 
i cent» each insertion. Remittance to accompany And Percy Fitzgerald Is not only an 

author. He has a national reputation 
aa a sculptor ai d of the half hundred 
statues and busts which he has de
signed, many now stand in bronze in 
public places—to wit, the statue of Dr. 
Johnson, In tbe Strand; of B is well, in 
tbe Market Place at Lichfield; of 
Dickens, In the Pump Room at Bath; of 
Thackeray, in the Charterhouse; and c.f 
Charles Reade in the National Portrait 
Gallery. He is known, too, aa an art
ist, and one of his portraits at least, a 
pen and ink sketch of Charles Waterloo, 
the naturalist, Is In the National Por
trait gallery. In addition to this he is 
not unknown as a composer, and aa a 
lecturer, and finally, as a barrister and 
Crown prosecutor. He has even 
served a term as High Sheriff for an 
Irish county. Where 
rivalled aa a career, “dappled with 
shifting sights”—to use his own words 
—‘ quick changes, and adventure”?
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Subscriber* changing residence will please give old 
Be well a* new address.

Id St. John, N. B., single copies may 
from Mis. M. A. McGuire, a*Q Maine sti
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What

In the first place, as to the “victory” 
of the Boyne. It has been well said 
that, after all, the extravagant apostro
phes lavished upon that event, have 
really very little to go upon, except that 
It ushered in a new reign of cow
ardly tyranny > and persecution 
upon an already cruelly burdened 
people. William of Orange could hardly 
have lost the battle if he had tried. 
That an army of 40,000 of the finest 
soldiers in Europe, fresh from a series 
of brilliant campaigns in the Low Coun
tries, well equipped with arms and the 
bast artillery of the age, should have 
defeated 25,000 raw recruits, miserably 
armed and who had never before been 
under fire, is surely nothing remark 
able. The honor rather belongs to the 
vanquished who could face such odds in 
the spirit of high courage and chivalry 
which unquestionably characterized 
them. And the victors were not, 
be it ever remembered, drawn from 
the Protestant strongholds of the North, 
but were mainly mercenary aliens doing 
the bidding of a soulless aitd conscience 
less master. The “Prentice Boys” of 
Derry is, In essence, but a pious fiction.

be purchased 
reel.

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 
Apostolic Delegation.

Ottawa. June 13th, 1905
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ity. and, above all. that tt u imbued with a atrang
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Eoriand authority ol the Church, at the «me time 
promoting the heat interesta ol the country. Follow- 
Eg these lines it has donas great deal of good for

7am work, and best wishes for Its continued success.
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~AGITATION TO AMEND THE 
B. N. A. ACT

Tint the Lsocaster Bill or any simil
ar measure is unquestionably beyond 
tbe power of the Parliament of Canada 
to pass is the decision of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council.

The British North America Act la an 
act passed by the Imperial Parliament 
in 1867 by virtue of which the several 
British provinces were united to form 
the Dominion of Canada. Originally 
only four provinces were thus united, 
but the provisions of the B. N. A. Aot 
remain tbe basis of the union of the sev
eral provinces which compose the Dom
inion. It ia this act which apportions 
tbe jurisdiction and legislative powers 
of the several ptovincea, and defines 
al-o the jnrisdiotioi and legislative 
power» ol the federal parliament. In 
the United States all such jurisdiction- 
and powers not expressly reserved to 
the United States Congress at Washing
ton reside In the sovereign states. In 
Canada precisely tbe oppoiite is tbe 
case ; all matters not expressly re
served to the provinces fall trader 
federal juridiction. This was no doubt 
suggested at the time of Confederation 
by the failure of tbe too loose union of 
states In the neighboring republic which 
was jnst emerging from the great civil 
war which decided by force the right 
of secession claimed by the sovereign 
states.

The fact that ail matters not expresa-

*Yo
Apostolic D

hesus.

ERSiTY or Ottawa. 
da, March 7th, 1900.

**Dear°Sh : F onsomo time past 1 have read your 
estimable paper, the Catholic Record and congra
tulate you upon the manner in which it is published. 
Its matter and form are both good ; and a trulySÏÏÊ $"i,w.=°L SSSTehL

hr “Vr^-ruiiy^u^rr0 re-
tD. Falcon 10, Arch, of Larissa, Apos. Deleg.

Ottawa, Cana

CATHOLICS AND HIGHER CRITI
CISM

Iloioey trials amongst our separated 
brethren, wrangling aud disputing at 
conferenoee and assemblies, the occa
sional indignant outbursts of believers 
in the Bible like S. H. Blake, all serve

London, Saturday, August 10, 1912

NOTES AND COMMENTS 
The death of Andrew Lang is a loss 

to history and to letters. His genius 
was versatile and his industry prodig
ious. With the exception of Percy 
Fitzgerald, he had produced a greater 
volume of literary work than any writer 
of resent years, and the surprising 
thing is that, taking into account its 
varied character, so much of it should 
be so good.

courts. Judge Laurendau decided that 
the Hebert marriage was null; Judge to show the ravages of higher criticism

amongst those who began by exaltingCharbonneau reversed this decision; the
case now goes to the Court of Appeal and the Bible ah an infallible guide and end 
will be heard in October. For this reason by deuyimg its inerrancy and insplra- 
the Chief Justice, Sir Charles Fitzpat- tioe. While Proteetaxt Bible societies 
rick, declined to answer the academic 
question whether or not two Catholics 
could be legally married by a Protestant 
minister, holding that since a concrete 
case was pending before the Quebec 
c >urts that judicial ethics forbade the 
expression of opinion on the abstract 
question. The Judicial committee of 
the Privy Council in deciding that such 
a question was unnecessary and super
fluous has fully justified the contention 
of our Chief Justice.

The only way to huve an authoritative 
and floal interpretation of the Qjebec 
law in the premises, is to carry the
Hebert case before the Privy Council. ,n saoh mattera ifc ig obviously only 

If this final court of appeal should de- ^le ftiW equipped with the necessary 
cidethat a Protestant minister may not aüCi leisure who can personally
legally marry two Catholics matters inve8tigate the conclusions of those who 
would be just as they were believed to olslo ^ much in fche
be for generations, without causing any o( scholarship. For this reason 
sense of injustice amongst Protestants. ^ x|lL established the Biblical 

But even if the Judicial Committee Comndiwionf 0 imposed of five car- 
shoild decide that under the present and a large number of cun-
law a Protestant minister may legally auitora fr0m all parts of the world, 
marry two Catholics, it is entirely wish- This commission takes into account all 
iu the competence of the legislature of recent* discoveries, and decides contro- 
the Province of Quebec to amend the versies on grave questions amongst 
law so as to make ifc perfectly clear that Catholic scholars. Thus we have a body 
such marriages are illegal. 0( learned men, chosen specially for

Where is the Protestant grievance ? their fitness for the work, who keep in 
This is a matter that concerns Catho touch with all biblical criticism and are 
lies exclusively. familiar not only with the conclusions

It may be conceded that in the case higher critics but with the reasons 
of n ixed marriages, ill-informed Probes on which such conclusions are based, 
tacts have some reason to complain. Tbe utility and value of such a Commis- 
But it is only Protestants who are ill in- alon cannot be questioned, 
formed and so newhafc unbalanced by The decisions of the Biblical Commis- 
the Ne Temere agitation who will flnd ajou are therefore of great interest to 
in the matter of mixed marriages in Catholic*. Just published are the 
the province of Quebec a reason for deciaiona; i. that Mark and Luke are 
snoh an agitation as the Dominion reanv the authors ol the Gospels, which 
Alliance and a certain section of the are respectively attributed to them, 
press advocate. 2 That the last twelve verses of the

During fche hundred and fifey years Q^pei of St. Mark are, notwithstanding 
since the cession not a single mixed mar tbe hlgher critic*, to be received aa in- 
riage has been dissolved because the apired and canonical. And the reasons 
officiating clergyman was a Protestant glven by aome critioa are not aumcient
minister. ^ abQw that these verses were not wrifc-

Such marriages, by reason of the Ben- ten by
ediotine privilege, were recognized as 0cher dtioi8ions uphold the received 
valid by the Church until the promu I ga- and traditional beiiefs with regard to 
tion ol the Ne Temere decree. Section tbeee gospels.
127 ol the Civil Code recogu.zee impedi- „ ia not p6rmltted "unsnpported by 
ments " subject to the rule, hitherto loi any teat,imony 0f tradition or historical 
lowed in the d.flerent churches and argUroent| light|y to embrace the 
religious communities.1 So that aocird hrpotteds commonly known as the two 
ing to the Civil Code the Ne Temere aource8But ..lt ia Iaw(al tor ex. 
decree has do civil efleet in the Prov- eg,deJ, in order to explain the simllar- 
ince ol Quebec. [ties or dissimilarities between them

Where then is theground for an agita- (the glMpela ol Matthew, Mark and Luke) 
tion to so amend the constitution as to (Q dlaputti freely »mung all tbe varying 
enable the Federal Parliament to enact and opposing opinions of authors and to 
a uniform marriage law Î No one inter- aDppal to hïpothe»is of oral or written 
feres or wishes to interfere in the mar- bradjt,|on Qr even to the dependence of 
riage# of Protestants amongst them- ono on tbe one or both that precede.” 
selves.

The validity of a marriage between a 
Protestant aud a Catholic by a Protest
ant minister has never been called in 
question. The civil law recognizes such 
marriages aa legal, and the Ne Temere 
decree has in no way changed their 
civil status.

We have called William of Orange a 
soulless and conscienceless master. 
That is putting it mildly. He was 
treachery personified, a blood thirsty 
monster, and an unspeakable cad into the 
bargain. He came to England with the 
profession of friendship and fidelity to 
his father in law upon his lips, and the 
blackest treachery in his heart. He had 
coveted the English Crown long before 
he left Holland, and while professing 
to sustain King James, was intriguing to 
rain him. He had acquiesced with the 
underhand designs of the Eoglish Min
isters to exclude the Duke of York from

are pmblishing the Bible in all langu
ages and sending it to all quarters of 
the globe, Protestant scholars are 
undermining all belief in it as the in
spired Word of God.

Nevertheless higher criticism of the 
Bible may have its legitimate field of 
inquiry, and Catholic scholars have con
tributed largely to the work. But Cath
olics, learned or simple, start with the 
plenary inspiration and inerrancy of the 
Sacred Scriptures, and holding fast to 
tbis fundamental truth may admit many 
of the literary and historical conclu
sions of the higher critics.

THE “NO POPERY” PEOPLE 
The Montreal Star, in an important 

leading article on Annexation, makes 
some declaration on the position of the 
Catholic people in Canada. Our con
temporary seems to brush aside fche 
consideration of the anti-Catholic 
gentry, whom ifc regards as compara
tively few in number and small in im
portance. Says our contemporary :

“ We admit at once and with genuine 
sorrow that there are Canadians who 
still live in the Middle Ages and who 
are ever ready to rest a lance at what 
they call by preference ‘popery/ But 
they are no considerable portion ot our 
people.”

We are pleased with the spirit which 
the Star manifests ir, the above passage.
It indicates that the writer belongs to 
the large and respectable number of 
Protestants in this country who recog
nize that the Catholics have as large 
rights in Canada as any other body of 
Canadians and thst they deserve that 
liberal and tolerant condition at 
the hands of the majority which Pro
testants would very properly claim for 
themselves if conditions were re
versed. There is no place for the bigot 
in our national life. Tbe leaders who 
have governed this country with success 
in the past forty jears were men of 
large vision and broad and tolerant 
views. They understood the view point 
of those who differed from them in re
ligious belief.

We fear, however, that the S^ar is 
disposed to minimize both the numbers 
and fche pernicious influence of those 
who still live In pretended dread of the 
Church of Rome. A caiual glance at 
many of the daily newspapers of Ontario 
which are presumed to be conducted by 
men of intelligence, or a perusal of the 
proceedings of the assemblies, religious 
and fraternal, which take place from 
time to time, will show that the Catho
lic Church is an institution which it is 
considered popular to rail at.

There is little danger that the fan
atics will ever capture any government 
in Canada, but it is to be regretted that 
the feelings of upwards of 40 per cent, 
of the Canadian people should be so 
often and so unnecessarily wounded by 
even a small section of bigots.

As an historian he was a maker of 
reputations and a destroyer of idols. 
Tne Christian Guardian says of his 
History of Scotland, and “John Knox 
and the Reformation,” that they are 
“not altogether free from prejudice.” 
When ifc is considered that Andrew 

Scotsman, and a 
that he i ought

Lang was a 
Protestant, and 
his way upward through the vast 
mountain of the accumulated false 
traditions ot three centuries, the Guar-

the succession, and had his agents and 
allies at work to supplant him even 
then. When, after tbe victory of the 
Boyne, he bad attained his end, he 
started to lavish the possessions 
of the nation upon his mistresses 
Upon Mrs Villiers, afterwards Conmese 
of Orkney, be bestowed 95 619 acres of

ly reserved to the various provinces fall 
under the jurisdiction of the federal 
parliament not only strengthens the cen
tral government but reduces to a mini
mum the danger of federal and provin
cial jurisdiction coming into conflict.

Now, precisely because the British

dian’s remark may be seen to be very pro
found. Andrew Lang shook “prejudice” 
from him, aud according to the measure 
of his knowledge told the truth. That 
in respect to Kuox, the Presbyterian 
and other sects failed to relish his rev
elations, is rather a strong tribute to 
Andrew Lang.

King James’ personal estate, worth 
£25,995 per annum. Parliament, for- North Ameiica Act is quite clear as to 
tunafcely, insisted upon the cancellation provincial jurisdiction regarding the

solemnization of marriage we are throafc-
THE PULPIT AND PEW

of this grant on the ground that it rt- 
fleofced upon William’s honor — his 
honor, who had never known the mean 
ing of the word. He knew no code but 
to attain his own ends at whatever coifc

Now that discussion of the Ne Temere 
decree has become tiresome some of 
our fello* citizens onenpying places in 
the pulpits of the sects are at their 
wits’ end to find subjects for disenssion 
in their pulpits. If one of them essays 
a sermon upon the o’d gmpel message the 
pew-holders rate him a “has been.” Hia 
exhortations fall upon ears attuned to 
timely topics and sweet music. Sermons 
bearing upon the weaknesses of human 
nature as obstacles to spiritual growth 
bring no smile of approval, bat a scowl, 
from the average pew-holder. To us it 
is decidedly unpleasant to feel called 
upon from time to time to point ont the 
shortcomings ot onr fellow-citizens who 
don the clerical garb. We may pity 
them because they are the victims ot 
circumstances, 
creature of the pew, aud the pew must 
be pleased and appeased. The latest 
departure made by a clergyman in a 
Toronto pulpit would be amusing were 
it not a reflection upon temples sup- 
poied to be raised for the honor and 
glory and worship of God. Some time 
age a Globe reporter made examination 
of the bakeries in Toronto and reported 
conditions as most scandalous. Rev. D 
Munroe, pastor of the Church of Christ, 
Wychwood, a suburb of Toronto, made 
this the subject for a sermon on a Sun
day a few weeks ago. He approved the 
Globe's crusade against dirty bakeries 
and farther remarked that we should 
have the bread wrapped before deliver
ing. He then went on to describe the 
admirable methods adopted by the 
bakers of Michigan and hoped like 
methods would soon prevail in Canada. 
While we may commend the reverend 
gentleman's theories in regard to bread 
making and bread delivery, making ifc a 
subject for discussion in the pnlpifc will, 
we think, be considered by almost every
one as something decidedly out of

ened with an agitation as unwholesome 
and dangerous as ifc is unnecessary, to 
have the B. N. A. Act amended. The 
threatened agitation is unwholesome for 
it is the outcome of an appeal to ignor
ant prejudice both racial and religious ; 
dangerous as are all racial aud religious 
agitations, but this doubly so because it 
proposes by sheer brute majority to de
prive a great province like Quebec of a 
right guaranteed her when she consented' 
to enter Confederation. It were not to 
be desired that French Canadians should 
tamely submit to the injostice and humi
liation that meddlesome outsiders seek 
to put upon them. But the agitation is 
wholly unnecessary, as there is not a 
single Protestant grievance under the 
existing marriage laws of the province» 

Solemnization of marriage, coming as 
it does under the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the province, the Quebec legislature 
has tbe unquestionable right to desig
nate the persons who shall be competent 
to perform the marriage ceremony, to 
receive and register the consent of the 
contracting parties.

Protestant ministers are so designated 
and may marry their own people with 
out let or hindrance ; the civil govern
ment, moreover, recognizes any impedi
ments to marriage imposed by any Pro
testant church, and the civil courts will 
uphold them.

Section 127 of the Civil Code reads:

Let us ace for a moment just what 
Lang’s rock of offense is in the eyes of 
Presbyterian Scotsmen. His historical 
worké—we write from memory—relating 
to Scotland are a “History of Scotland” 
in three large volumes, “Knox and the 
Reformation” ; “The Mystery of Mary 
Stuart” ; “Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart” ; “Pickle the Spy” ; and the 
“Companions of Pickle.” In the three 
first named he set himself to vindicate 
especially tbe name of Cardinal Beaton, 
He had, as we have remarked, a moun
tain of inherited personal and national 
bias to overcome. But from the memory 
of the Cardinal of St. Andrew’s he suc
ceeded in stripping the vile garment* 
with which falsehood and calumny had 
clothed him. In the pages of Andrew 
Lang, the Cardinal stands forth as the 
one selfless patriot of a corrupt and ser
vile age. Ifc was he who strove and 
struggled for Scottish nationality and 
independence, while Knox and his crew 
sought to betray their country Into the 
hands of England.

to others.

What Scotsman needs to be told of 
the massacre of Glencoe ! Macaulay 
decides that William was privy to the 
deed, bat the ‘ documents in the case ’ 
prove that he was its prime instigator, 
and that the lines were laid to bring 
things about just as they happened. 
Or what Irishman needs to be reminded 
of the violated Treaty of Limerick, 
every feature of which betrays the can
ning hand of the Prince of Orange 1 
These two events, foal as they were, 
were but incidents in his career. And 
yet we flnd one calling himself an “ Irish 
Roman Catholic” condemning his own 
people for resisting his charms. The 
sympathy of men rather, goes ont to 
Roger Egremont, who, according to 
Miss Sewell, threw a plate of beaus into 
the usurper’s face.

The pnlpifc is the

)

Of Percy Fitzgerald," to whom we 
have just referred, much has been writ
ten within the past few months. He 
easily takes rank as the most prolific 
writer of the age. He is in his seventy- 
ninth year ; he has written a small lib
rary of one hundred and seventy vol
umes ; he is writing still. That, surely 
is a record of achievement, from the 
point of energy at least, of which any 
man might well be proud. But while 
so great an output must necessarily be 
of but varying excellence, Percy Fitz 
gerald can claim at least a score or more 
of volumes that will have a permanent 
place in onr literature. As au historian 
of the stage he occupies a place which 
none will dispute, and as an authority on 
what he has called “ Boziat.a,” he is 
equally unchallenged. Few have writ
ten on Dickens with greater felicity 
and more ample knowledge than he. 
Then, he has given to the world no less 
than forty biographies, twenty novels, 
and a long list of religious books, books 
of travel, plays and criticisms. Ifc is, 
perhaps, surprising, that one who has 
written so much that is essentially secu
lar should also have produced such gems 
of pious meditation as “ The Jewels ot 
the Mass,” and “Words for the World-

80 wjth regard to Queen Mary 
Stuart. The poison of calumny has 
done its work so effectually that to this
day Mary is an object of suspicion to 
many otherwise well-meaning people. 
Lang stops short in her complete vindi
cation, the sources of Information 
having been tampered with by the 

But he has at least shown that

DEAD SEA FRUIT 
A subscriber sends us a copy of a 

Socialist paper published in tbe Province 
of Quebec. We hope he will not repeat 
the offence. It is but wasting a one 
cent stamp. Reputable papers iu the 
country scarcely ever notice tbis pro
duction. It is conspicuous in two re
gards, the advocacy of Socialism, or in 
other words, the beauties of chaos, aud 
the publication of an advertisement in 
which a philanthropic gentleman pro
poses to cure all the ills of humauity, and 
so intensely does his love for his fellows 
glow that he offers to give a ten day 
treatment without any charge whatever ; 
aud all this precious matter in this 
weekly “ Barnum ” may be perused at 
the small cost of 50 cents per annum. 
We would advise our people to give a 
wide berth to Socialist papers and 
Socialist orators. They are a worse pest 
thftu the household fly. We hope no one 
will be deceived by the sophistry of

“Other impediments recognized ac 
cording to the different religious per
suasions as results from relationship or 
affinity or from other causes, remain sub
ject to the rules hitherto follow in the 
different churches and religious com
munities.”

There is here no special privilege for 
the Catholic Church.

The Westminster Confession of Faith 
very emphatically and unequivocally 
lays down such impediments, aa for 
instance Section IV., Chapter XXIV. :

“Marriage ought nob to be within the 
degrees of consanguinity or affinity for
bidden in the word; nor can such inces
tuous marriages ever be made lawful by 
any law of mau, or consent of parties, so 
as those persons may live together as 
rcau and wife. Tbo man may not marry 
any ot his wife's kindred nearer in blood 
than he may of his own, nor the woman 
of her husband’s kindred nearer in blood 
than ot her own.”

Now the Civil Code of Quebec takes 
cognizance of this impediment in pre

enemy.
the evidence ot the Reformers is worth
less and that so far as modern scholar
ship can penetrate the veil, Mary is 
seen to have been the victim of a male
volent conspiracy, and that the chief 
sinner is the pious and immaculate 
John Knox, the bully of the age. 
Hossack, Mary’s real vindicator, has in 
this dealt much more thoroughly and 
successfully with the documents than 
has Andrew Lang, and upon his “Mary, 
Queen of Scots and Her Accusers,” no 
liegeman of the unhappy Queen need 
fear to rest his case. Hossack aud 
Lang taken together have shattered the 

o< her enemies. Knox and his

The Advent Messenger, of St. Johns,
Nfld., comes to us replete with some 

strange reading matter. Thevery
editor has been searching the Old Testa- 
ment to find a picture of tbe Catholic p1»=e- la it not time that our separated

brethren turn their attention towards
/

Church and he thinks he has found it in 
Daniel. He triumphantly asks ns to 
give him a symbol of the “little horn,” 
and show what it means. Not being in 
the habit of visiting a barroom, and 
therefore not being accustomed to iu-

the Church of the ages governed with a 
strong and holy hand in Rome, knowing 
definitely whit it teaches, demanding 
at all times obedience to legitimate 
authority, and upon all occasions, when 
there is a gathering of the faithful, its 
ministers deliver, not essays or lectures 
upon secular subjects, bub words cal
culated to draw the mind closer aud yet

Where then is the ground for an agita 
tion of its very nature dangerous and 
hurtful, which fche secular press so 
lightly advocates.

The following from the Hamilton 
Spectator will serve as a sample of the dulge in “little horns” oF “big horns,” 
unwise, imprudent and dangerous press we hand our sword to the editor of the 
comments on the recent decision of the Advent Messenger and surrender, ask"

ing him to extend us the honors of war.

z
/

case
myrmidons are doomed. It is not 
matter for wonderment, then, that 
adherents of the Kirk are shy of Andrew J udicial Committee :
Lang.

/
/
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