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a statement regardi
between -Canada and
said, necessitated the
_ with cane seats, and|therefore calling for special machinery.
The extra outlay, | ifelt, was not justified by the demand |
and the trade with islands was decreasing.
portation, he thought, was poor, and Canada was

What the

equal footing with other countries. For Australia apd South | think that it accoun
htly sailings would be all right, but | The irregularity and expense of the cable service was a big
a weekly service, he | 4vantage. e

|up without a subsidy and a weekly service could not be in-

Africa, he said, fort
with countries withi
thought, should be
New York Has ‘ {

“The steamship service from United States
vastly superior
warrant a weekly service,
increase -it. ~ Trans] rtation must
traffic will come. t seems clear the
taking all lines intp consideration the supply ought to be
abundant. Surely ltwr:d transportation problem can be solved,
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l'a few days sail,
tablished.
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ports is |

be available before the | existed in

refiner.
Canadian
as it has been so to the Old Country and the Pacific
Coast.” |

Mr. Walter Mitchell, of Messrs.
~mitted a written repl showing how the trade in grain
grain products <o be increased. He argued that lower
freight rates and better transportation facilities would as-
sist Canada in securing more of the trade. The exports in
flour for 1908 were 53,751 barrels. This being a small show-
ing, when it was considered that between 500,000 and 700,000
barrels of flour were consumed. There also should be a
larger trade in oats, he said, but last year the high price for | Company
the Canadian product gave the Dutch exporters an oppor-|they
tunity to secure some of the trade. The freight between Can- | the West
ada and the Indies was also higher than between Holland and | privileges
the islands. | : . Balfour,
Bulk of Shipments Through New York.

In regard to peas, Mr. Mitchell said that Canada filled
nearly all of the requirements in the West Indies, but the
bulk of the shipments passed through New York. He | di
thought that the minion should also supply more of the
food-stuffs used.  preferential tariff would assist materially.
The present steamship service to the Windward Islands and
Demerara was an lexpensive one, as the ships called at. too

many unprofitable ports. /
Mr. A. Hand

eld Whitman,
Robin Callas Company, spoke on
the commission that the system of curing
was not up to the standard which he and many others thoug]
should exist. he Halifax Board of Trade, with the
- sistance of theé other boards throughout the Provincey
been endeavoring to secure the interest of the Federal Govern-
ment in this matter, but without success. He believed that
. inspectors should ‘be appointed and a standard package for
shipments of fish should be instituted. He thought theré was
a market in the Indies for all grades of fish but he felt that
ahen poor fish were sold as high-grade a drop in the trade
would eventually come. The witness had no complaint to
make regarding uangponation.

Mr. J. Walter Allison, the next witness, stated that three-
fifths of the cocoa he imported came from the West Indies,
and he preferred the Trinidad product to any other. He
found no difficulty with the transportation facilities, and was
satisfied with the increasing trade.

Some Notes of Steamship Service.

W. A. Black, of the shipping
On general principles he felt
There was a strong
His
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The next witpess was Mr.
firm of Pickford and Black.
that a preference would increase trade.
feeling in the West Indies for some new arrangement.
firm had been in the West Indies

Lord Balfour then recapitulated some of the criticisms of

e line they had heard in other places.
headquarters of the Pickford and Black line being at Halifax | proved.
ipped at St. John suffered owing to delay at Halifax.

The time had been exaggerated, Mr. Black replied, but | Stevens,?

all companies mupt have a home port where certain necessary |closely examined and stated that it would be to t
vantage of the West 3
established a steamship line from Montreal or
There were many things to contend with when operat- | West Indies, and owned by a Canadian railro

repairs must be made to boilers and other parts of the ship. |
This would be some detriment to St. John in the case of some

goods.

ing with cxtremc]: contrasted climates like Canada and the ' the railroad’s agents would
average delay at Halifax was eight days, | steamship line, and a distributor of West Indies m

It was impossible to diminish this | Trade from and to interior Canadian cities WO

»Since the service had | tated by one line being held responsible i

West Indies. Th
according to schedule.
safely and maintain sailing dates.
been opened the sailings had been increased, and ships of | from one
greater capatity used. He found now that sometimes the | obviated.

vessels came homie with only one-third of their capacity used. | oply could be prevented by the “Dominion
Under preference he thought a weekly service would assist |'Such a line, he added, would
ate cost and perhaps, after some years, without subsiay

in the development of the traffic. Regarding the service from |

St. John direct he said that he would like to see it started, | Several other/witnesses were heard.
bpt from his knpwledge of ‘the exports and imports of that|were tendered banquets at the various cities, and will
city he would ngt care to be the party operating the line. |again early next yeai when the West Indies will be

With reference % irregular sailings he confessed that on 23| by them.

occasions they
he|snov;toms;; e o
- . : 1¢ reach their destination no sooner, t

making of lightly constructed chairs :):l piiagy” hought, than

Subsidy
The subsidy of
The trans- | ywelve day gervice which they carried out.
mwot on an | delay at Halifax was referred to and he stated that he did sot
ted for the smallness of St. John

to ours. If the total traffic will not at present | Sugar Refining
the great struggle should be to|of importing sugar

market is extensive; |purpose of putting up the price
The

resulted - 50 satisfactorily to the
would have been continued but
It is clear that without the protection
{permitting the importation of 20 per
quirements from foreign sources at British preferential rates)

industry in
for the attitude the directors of

are absolutely oppogod

Mr. Harris said the
Indian planters more than
since it came into force.
has recelved in the past,

vision. °

views of Montreal Millers.

. The need of a direct steamship line and
preference were brought up at the sitting of
mission at Mont
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already shipped
were made by cable, and the only troubles
‘Nine-tenths of the Lake of the Woods’
were made by
[New York. Th
C.P.R., and stated
former in that the
goods were. - Mr.
to have that disadvantage removed.

Mr. George Vipond, wholesale fruit dealer,
the import trade. i
by the first witness,

service since 1888, and he ling_through

was only now learning of any dissatisfaction with the service ‘bY St. John.
| preference had been a benefit,

One was that the many other branches of commerce the trade W

The testimony of Mr. W. H. D. Miller, of ﬁillf~d
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Goods shipped to the Barbados via New

he line he represented.

The

He was sure that the trade could not be b

without additional subsidy.

Mr. R, E. Harris, K.C., one of the directors of the Acadia

Company, threw some light on the question
from the West Indies. A combination

and early in 1909 for the
of sugar to the Canadian
effect of that combination was to compel the

refiner to pay t

the West Indies in 1908
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t. John and Halifax, and the re: by
witness compared the Intercolonial with the
that the latter had an advantage over
shipper could always ascertain where
Fielding said that the Commission

He did not favor the direct line

but believed that much of the fruit

New York at present could come into
He showed, in the case of cocoanuts, how

and thought that if it
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