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Books Reviewed;

..

Scientific Socialism, this work of Comrade Clunie *s silk weavers, “His royal belief that 
be well recommended to all those, whose duty cumstanees they will remain steady 

it is to acquire the knowledge which is so essential ment to his person, and will continue to .l

to destroy the present system of production for ample of industriousnes*, and good order , 
profit, and to build up a better world. they had always been conspicuous.” *'"*

A. McKENZlE. # Bet whenever this good order conspicuous * 
appeared, and the distressed weavers struc t * 
broke windows, and cut silk, the,, “vigorous 
by the soldiers is taken against them.

These Spita'field* weavers, when w,|| , |
the cream of the working class of that d* * 
list of their intellectual pursuits is t>l0 extftoitt;i 
give here, but it goes far to demonstrate ,h« 
heights of culture can be attained by 
clothed, and housed working class, 
stances of care for better surrounding*, when fùîr 
well paid, are given of the cotton and woo'ler, 
em. Drunkenness and degradation only 
where misery and desperation are. The whole h» ! 
tory of this period ia a lament of the dying htafr 
crafts. A struggle between progressive capiubgj 
Installing modem machinery, and a working el* 
that clearly saw their independence going. eàM 
labor displacing men's, and the barracking m kap j 
farlorica of a class of people w ho far more th*atk 
modern operative* strongly resented ibis d?wg 
and degenerating change in their cirmastaam.

("onsidering their lack of scientific knowWp, 
they most certainly cannot tie binned for *H«p. 
ing the destruction of the hated new nudiinei. 
Thex’hapters on the Luddite riots bring out tttrtd 
cases of nobility and heroism on the par, of thw 
starving men and women. Think of £2.000 rend 
being offered in order to get inforastion a* to 
took part in the Yorkshire riots' And ia tks 
countryside, where children literally died of >*m 
starvation, no takers could be found.

FIRST PRINCIPLES OF WORKING CLASS EDUCA­
TION, by James Clunie, Glasgow.—Printed by The 
Socialist Labor Press, 50 Renfrew Street, 1920. 9/- post 
paid-

One of the greatest and most difficult tasks of 
the Socialist movement is’ to educate the working 
class to its class interests; which necessitates a 
knowledge of Economies, History, Sociology and 
Philosophy. The so-called abstract sciences, which 
the apologists of the present system dare not ac­
knowledge as’sciences, or if they do, in a pseudo 
vulgarized form, as a scientific knowledge of such 
shows them to be the robbers they are, and there­
fore means their destruction.

Credit is due tp Karl Marx and his eo-workers, 
Frederick Engels and Joseph; Dietzgen for first 
placing the above subjects on a scientific basis, now- 
known as Marxism, or Scientific Socialism.

Various^ittempts have been made to simplify or 
popularize Marxism, especially economics, to induce 
a greater number of workers to take up the study 
of thesç subjects. As a matter of fact all these at­
tempts at popularizing Marxism are solely for the 
purpose of stimulating a desire- in the worker for 
study by introducing him to the elementary "prin­
ciples of the subjeet matter itself.

Indeed, Marxism can hardly ’be made any sim­
pler than the authors have made it themselves 
without losing its scientific character.

The above named work by Comrade Clunie, bids 
fair to bq a very interesting and instructive method 
of introducing the workers to the more serious study 
of these subjects.

The book is intended as a text book for classes
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THE SKILLED LABORERr Longmans. Green * Co, 
London, England.

This companion volume to the books, “The Town 
Laborer,” and the “Village laborer.v by J. L. and 
Barbara Hammond, is in every way worthy of be 
ing aceonled a place in the library of students of 
real history. For this is a most stirring narrative of 
the lives of our fathers, based upon facts gleaned 
largely from Home Office records, ami presents 

thrilling recital of wrongs endured, ami 
struggles waged and lost, yet not in the larger 
sense, for out of them has grown the modern labor 
movement, than pen of author could contrive. At 
the outsit we are told: ""The history of England at 
the time discussed, repds like a history of civil war.”

From the struggles of the coal miners to organize, 
through the fortunes of the slaves in the silk, cot 
ton, and woollen trades we are taken to the famous 
Luddite riots.

There is such a wealth of material, that one hardly 
knows how to do justice to it in any review, nor yet 
what extracts to place before prospective reader*.

We have the miserable spectacle of men and 
women driven down from a fairly comfortable liv­
ing, in their various handicrafts, to the most de­
graded existence possible. We see how it was that 
the early English fortunes were made. Out of the 
utter wretchedness wherein men, womep and little 
ones died of sheer starvation, rose on the one hand, 
the present English oligarchy, and on the other 
organized effort, that will yet result in the com­
plete abolition of the damnable conditions we, the 
descendants of those sufferers, still endurg. It i* 
interesting to learn that at a striking collier's me*-!- 
ing in the Tyne district, in the summer of 1832, a 
proposal was made to form a big general union, that 
wonld spread through out the country. DeLeon 
d*.l nbt show the “how” of this;—he was not vet 
born.
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and individual readers. It contains thirteen chap­
ters with an appendix. Each chapter is illustrated 
by simple objective diagrams, which have proved an 
invaluable method to make the study interesting.

The first chapter, which is divided into four sec­
tions, deals with the historical and- sociological de­
velopment of the human race from primitive savag­
ery to future Communism. The others deal mainly 
with economics.
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Take the attack on the Cartwright Mil!, wim 1 
two young workers in the attack were r ruiif 
wounded, left dying ell night, in the hitvr ni 
Taken into the mid*t of their mêm e* foroprat*- 
later, and in the certainty of their dying, a mu if j 
God was kept on hand to incessantly tort art tks 
with bcaetchiug* and threatening*, to give a»*? 
their companion*. Think of brave young | 
when he felt his last moments near, bed'-emf à !

‘Can J*

I

The appendix contains useful 
data and information which can be used in illustrat­
ing the various chapters.

As the author says in his introduction:'“The 
actual lessons I have made as elementary as possi­
ble, classifying the method and leaving a great deal 
of the evidence to be gained by the reader and the 
class tutors.”

We also find in every strike thst the sinister fig- thr cag#r ciCT(tynian to come closer,
ure in the background wss named Jacobinism, even kl.,p a gasped Booth. “Ye*. yeC «

And: “My book does not pretend “ t0day aU lab°r Unr”t “ labe,,ed Bolsheviem Patently «id hi* holine». “So csa I," 
to be a treatise on economics, sociology, history or esc masters earn nothing new. the dying man. And both he end hi* fel.
philosophy, but a suggested method of study to show ' ” 5*2 T.m ' ,*1*de™ sre P*r without telling one single thing shout the aiù»
the place, nature and purpose of these great sub- ® '>'*'*'*'«* ™ thui «l.ghtened age, sq Th, chapt,„ on the Luddite riot, are note««W
jeets. The irresistible processes of evolution are 5**. eP ,urn« ,he mincr* leader, then. As the or- abo, because they sjiow dearly that the 
about to jmpose a duty upon the working class >" 8tr,k* ° twl*»* gives concern to the boss, so ,n<j |eadipg spirits in the destruction, in Urk
wherein a knowledge of the nature and life of dld .thaî of. tb* sl“,u,eni ,on* eg0 General Byng and Lancashire et least, were spies *«<1
society will be required. My sole motive in writ- anx,ous-v <ledared: “The peaceable demeanor of prdvaceteur, detailed by the Home Office, or.
ing this work is to stimulate in the minds of my *° f“?y 1houRand unemployed men is not natoral.” local magistrates. Some amusing clashes took
class a burning revolutionary desire for education ” *° lî16”’ ,low' w* n,ltl the ‘ Kto°l*” *n,l too, between the spies working for different K
for the logic of socio-human development now de- T‘ y "t,mn* UP trouMe *od disturbance, unknown to each other,
créés that it is the mission of the toiling masses to "° *!*? mL' ltary eould bave “ excoee for ection" Many brave but misguided enthusiasts
mould a Communistic future.” . ,>oor k,arve *n me,k humility and pa- trayed to the gallows or transported, on the ,u

He lays great stress on the fact that the great lhey TJ* congrVuletcd the kin* and cnee of these vermin.
we tbe ckr*y- Wrote th,$ Vl<?*r of BUckburn about Yet, in all the turmoil and agoni, we not'

the Jrtingry cotton worker, on strike in 1826;“To 1inctly the ^ of lhe unU)n», fighting Tomb.»»*
their praise be it said, there have been no symp- Art», treachery, starvation, any thing but ' 
toths of discontent, disaffection, .or sedition. They a, to thcir real statua in society, but 
have trusted in Proviaence, and God*, servant, will deetined ,0 find out in the course of ye** 
not forsake them ” But a. the author, with fine proc61s i# ,uow. The genius for organizahon^ 
irony remarks: Their trust ,n Providence gave nol ]>e dow„pd Thc class instinct exist*. *

was needeil then, and is needed most rm!>‘‘ gg 
now, is what has come to he known *h 
knowledge. . ind sf

The outstanding fact in this book, to t »
- While là» «"“yl

sert be

del
achèvement of Marxism is its method. When 
understand the method we can apply it. to modern 
events, and thereby make the teaching of Socialism 
more interesting and useful.

Knowledge does not drop like manna from heaven, 
but the acquiring of it requires hard Work on* the 
part of the wage-earner student, more especially
when he is employed at hard manual labor. But W*y h<,fore the end of ** month, and they trans-

. once he gets an insight into real knowledge, he will gre”'‘dth» hounds of propriety in a serious fash-
soon acquire the taste for more. ,on" *^° 'ong a* the woollen and worsted workers

Like our great philosopher, Joseph Dietzgen, the petltlon after Petition to parliament, Lord
author of this work is a manual worker too, as John ougham could c0F«Placently say: “The people 
ifaclean describes him in his foreword to the book, M£re ”tdl 80und at heart.”

. It shows what a workrng man can do even with so 3ut whcn the #bearmen began destroying the gig raie^ and they could flght
many difficulties; that are the general lot of the milIa’ tbat interfered with their livelihood, it was heartily, yet, they were always
worker. That fact alone should be enough to awak- «nggeeted that “these turbulent spirits be the oh- arc today) to concede them a place in the **** 
cn ,ome of the latent geniii, in our ranks. )«l .t th, pm, g.ng> .tuntion." Ihinp,, the, could not «welve of « w*1-' "

•W “ mtr<KiuCt't,z' the CUm,ci1 Work- S' Th, King ,ould ,t.t, to the .torviog Spit.lfield,

the writer, is this: 
were well aware that their masters were

awand hate them
willing (as ,h,?
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