
Folk-lore of British Plants.

John’s Eve, and attribute to rt.to "”VT, to answer to
virtues. Wily is it called S . Scandinavian times, when
this question we must go back to old witcheB. Now, the
we shall find that it was the sym Baldur (the sun), and
witches were, as was natural, unfriend y >1()od. Qn the
the plant went commonlyby
conversion of the North *° ^nsüamty^tne made by the
the northern mythology the deatl Baptist. The
Christians to retained its pagan
day, however, m 8P^of ch,g |i ht witches peopled the air, 
characteristics. On Midsum » ied to those who
ghosts were seen, and the futur festival was taken

SAtnKtoÏÏSS£Æ 0, the Scandinavian god

suggesting that of the Baptist. central plant
In Sweden and Norway the St. Johns jc. ^ ^ gt<

of the Midsummer s-gvastar, and t“ «For on that
John’s Eve is hung up as an antidote ■ Walpurgis
night,” it has been remarked, the ° klen The Bon
witches demand that every precaution should be tak were
or Bel tire», kindled in their h™» 'Sn.fomed into
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A few

--“£F i^Tir^nï
Sw to £%J. Wort a^laccd on to root» oj boute* 
on the Lower Rhine as a protection against eviL X^ ^
É&lÆrfbnt JhetoTte improve it. quality or for 

in great quantities &ome trall8iation, by Barnaby Googe,
TtL li«n Am of NaogeorguaS’called “ThePopi.h Kingdom :
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.. Then doth the joyful feast of John 
The Uaptiet take hie turtle.

When bonfires great with lofty flame, 
In eyerie town doth burne ;
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