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OCTOBER 19, 1905. ‘r

The Canadian Horse Eulogized.

Professor A. S. Alexander, of Wisconsin Agri-
cultural College, has issued g bulletin upon the
‘“ Principles and Practices of Horse-breeding, "
and to emphasize the importance of sticking to a
given type, cites the instance of Canadian horse-
breeders and what they have accomplished. The
comment is pertinent at the present time, when
there seems to be no little inclination to try some
different breed to the one in most general use in
the community. The doctor’s remarks are as
follows :

‘“ The success achieved in the breeding of Cly-
desdale horses in Canada scrves as a good ex-
ample of what can be accomplished by persist-
ency and expert selection. The Scottish element
of the Dominion’s population has been partial to
the Clydesdale breed and conversant with its
good qualities and utility, hence imported Clydes
dale stallions of the best character have
largely employed in the breeding operations of
that country since the year 18492 Practically
speaking, no alien crosses have been made, and
the average farmer has bhecn capable of selecting
suitable mares, and of adequately developing their
progeny. The result is that Canada has but one
type of draft horses, and it is a good one, show-
ing, to a high degree of excellence, all of the
breed characteristics of the pure-bred Clydesdale
This fact becomes evident, and is interesting to
one who stands on a street corner in Toronto and
watches the team horses as they pass. That they
are largely uniform in type, color, conformation,
weight and action, is most striking, and speaks
well for the intelligence and
Canadian horse-breeders The same thing is
true, to an even greater degree, in Scotland,
where the Clydesdale breed predominates and has
been developed to a high state of purity, breed
character and utility On the contrary, if

been

enterprise of

we examine the average team horses of
Milwaukee or Chicago, we shall see  every
possible type and character represented, and

plain evidences of mixed breeding, careless selec
tion and incomplete nutrition.’’

The above aptly describes the situation, and
it is only because we have occasionally mixed the
blood of lighter breeds with some of our heavier
stock, with the expectation of getting a farm
horse, that we have not attained to a higher
standard

Comparison of Alfalfa and Timothy for
Horses.

Professor 1., A Melville, Utah Experiment
Station, is quoted as follows in an American ex-
change

In comparing alfalfa and timothy as roughage
for horses, the results of six tests, under vary-
ing conditions of work, show that it is not so
difficult to maintain the weight of horses on
alfalfa as on timothy.

The appearance of the horses in every com-
parison of alfalfa and timothy was in favor of
the alfalfa-fed horse.

No ill results were noted on the health of the
horses by long-continued alfalfa feeding.

Attacks of colic and other digestive disorders
can be prevented by a judicious system of feed-
ing The amount of hay fed on most farms
could be reduced at least one-half ‘

Twenty pounds of alfalfa a day maintain the
weight of horses weighing nearly 1,400 pounds
when at rest At heavy work, 32 62 pounds of
alfalfa a day was barely suflicient to maintain
the weight of the same horses

It is evident that there is a tendency to use
all of the protein when horses are fed timothy,
and no apparent waste of nitrogen when fed al

falfa
Musty hay of any kind should not be fed to
horses if it can be avoided But if it must be

HE FARMER'S ADVOCATRE,

STOCK.
Sawduyst as Beditrlﬁirng.

‘Un not a few farms, particularly those devoted to
dairying, it g a diflicult matter to maintain a sufficient
supply of bedding Very often the number

1S about the limit of tt
farm, and a [

of animals
tarrying capacity of the
Spring-prain straw would
and the problem that haunts
1S how to coustruct

1 stoed
wroportion of the
fain be used for freding
the stockman's mind @ stable that
will keep the

minimum of hedding
not kept so clean

animals clean with a
l*rvquwmly they are

as they should
be, nor is the Valuable liquid manure all absorbed
Stockmen who are liable to he short of  bedding

might well consider Whether they could not make use
of sawdust There are farmers In- Outario and the
Maritime Provinces who could, within a fow
home, get al) they wanted at

will be interested

miles from
a nominal price I'hese
N some tests of hedding

materials at
the Maryland Experiment Station

where it was found
that under similar

conditions of floors and gutters, 11
Ihs  of sawdust per day kept the cowsg as clean as 2 1
Ibs. of uncut wheat straw » Or, an other terms, al ont

the same bulk of each was required

From some absorption tests mad. i

thi lahoratory
the following estimated results woere obtained with cut
wheat straw, uncut wheat straw, sawdust and shavings
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Cut wheat straw 2.0 5.0 $4 .89
Uncut wheat straw 2.0 5.0 4.15
Sawdust 0.8 12.5 15
Shavings 2.2 44 4.81

Valuations are

$6.006 ton

Uncut straw, $5.00 ton : cut straw,

sawdust, 20 cents per ton, and shavings
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supply of straw. Now is the time to think of these

things, and make arrangements for any supplies of this
Kind that may be required.

It might be added,

n conclusion, that in the series
of experiments above

referred to it required a slightly
greater weight of cut than of uncut straw to keep the
animals  clean, though the absorptive properties per
pound were exactly the same. In other words, it the
Object were to soak up all the liquid, one was as valu-
able as the other, but if the object was merely to keep
the cattle clean with A minimum of litter,

there was a
loss  (apart from the cost of the work)

in cutting.
somewhat of a sur-
prise to us, as it will no doubt to many others who
have thought they found it cconomical to cut the straw.
Subsequent experiments in stables may point differently,
especially in regard to the relative cconomy of cut and
uncut straw as absorbents, for it is hard to believe

This result, we confess, comes as

that,  whatever might be its value for keeping stock
clean, a loose wisp of straw would soak up urine so
thoroughly as the closer-lying chaff 1t is, however,

douhtless true that in using fine litter we employ a
sreater relntive weight than we suppose.

Rock vs. Barrel Salt.

The question is frequently asked whether rock
salt is better than barrel salt for stock, and how
the two compare in price ? In conversation, re-
cently, with a representative of the Dominion Salt
Agency, which handles the bulk of the Canadian
output, a member of our stafl made some enquir-
1S on the above points. In the first place, we
were informed that the rock salt sold in this
country is imported from Kngland, the Canadian
deposits being, on account of their great depth,
or for some other reason, not mined. English
rock salt is handled, however, by the above
agency for the convenience of their trade, but the
wholesale price of it is nearly double that of the
cheap grades of the granular product, the com-
parison of prices being somewhere about $15 per
ton for rock salt, as against $8.00 for barrel salt,
freight rates cause the prices to vary in differ-
ent localities.

The saline prop-

ertiecs of each are
practically the
same, the differ-
ence, if anything,
being in favor of
barrel salt. Either
consists of almost
pure sodium chlor-
ide, and a pound
of one will ‘“ go
as far as a pound
of the other. Salt
is too cheap an
article to adulter-
ate. The only
thing that can be
done is to send it
out a little wet,
and this gives it-
self away. ‘‘People
have queer ideas,”’
our informant add-
ed, ““about the
purity of salt.
Some of the Eng-
lish salt that
comes across as
ballast in the
holds of vessels,
and in one way or
another gets color-
ed, is thought to
be ‘ strong '’ salt,
while many a pur-
chaser will shake
his head at the
pure white article
fresh from the re-

finery.”” Yet some
fed, shake out all the dust possible and moisten Drumburle Chief (Imp.) 5318, of  these ~ sceptics
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