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Bacon ke for granted, but to welgh and con.

Britain's Message to Canada
LURD RHONDDA Britain's Pood Controller,

has sent the following stirring message,
through our own Food Controller, Hon w.
J. Hanna, to the Canadian peopie
“We look to t

esources of Canada, and to the
Indomitable ¢ of Canadians, for an answer
that will shatter Germany's threat of starvation,
In normal times the Mother Country s dependent
on your I n for a large part of its food sup-
Plies. ‘War has increased that dependence to such
an extent that it is now vital for the United King-
dom and the Allies in Europe to obtain from Can-

ada foodstuffs in far larger Quantities than under

it 5. That must nec essarily entail
effort and farreaching economy, with their at.
te flces on the part of C

4, like ourselves at hame, the pick

« od have gone, and are going, to
t ndid share in the front line of bat-
t therefore, you are faced with the
diffieul ® supply of labor. 1 also realize that

an increased export of food supplies must entall
diversion of effort from other enterprise, yet | am
convineed that the people of Canada will surmount
all obstacles, and that the harvest, as far as
human labor can achieve, will be a étriking de-
monstration of Canada’s efficiency and determina-
tion. The willingness of th Canadian people to
permit control of their products for purposes of
winning the war is naturally welcomed by all the
Allies, as tending to increase the supply and to
regulate prices. The certainty that we can roly
on your wholehearted cooperation, not only fn
utilizing every ounce of national energy to In.
creage production, but in equitable adjustment of
prices, gives me the greatest encouragement. |
most heartily wish yon every success in your all-
important work.”

This statement js addressed to all the people
of Canadn. Its main appeal s to our farmers,
and wo are glad to be able to nssure Lord Rhondda
that Canadian farmers are working harder than
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any other class in the community to maintain and
Increase production. We wish that we cpuid add
that the help so freely promised by our cities early
in the season were fortheoming now, that harvest
is on and the need s great. But, for some reason
or other, the farmer is, as usual, thrown back on
his own resources. Farmers Wwho put in more
crop than they can barvest on the strength of city
Aasurances of a supply of labor, feel that explana-
tions are due them.

The Problem of the Farm

NDER this heading the Toranto Globe, in a
U a recent issue, says editorially:

|

“The general average of farming requires to
be raised in this country, and this involves greater
attractions for hired help, Not wages only, but
the housing and social conditions, need to be Im-
proved before labor is attracted to the farm. The
story is told of a Devonshire farmer who heard
bis hired help singing to a very slow scythe
accompaniment: ‘Barley and water can't go any
faster.’ Taking the hint, he changed the diet, and
next day he heard a new song in fast time: ‘Bacon
and eggs—mind your legs’ The moral is one that
will not be lost on the farmer who believes that
efficient labor is contented labor. Much may be
done to attract familles to the land, first in the
capacity of hired help, and later as farmers. The
great problem of the high cost of food begins and
ends with the farmer. The maximum utilization
of the soil, efficiency in marketing—those are the
trunk lines fo successful farming and cheap food
for the millions.”

It may be possible to cram more ignorance of
agricultural conditions into a single paragraph
than is contained In the above, but we do not see
how it could well be done. No one knows better

Work For the U.F. O
DITOR, Farm and Dairy: On Thursday
E last Hon. F. G. MacDiarmid, Minister
of Public Werks, announced that pre-
Parations are being made to commence next
spring the construction of the proposed
automobile highway from Windsor to Mont.
real. If the United Farmers of Ontario
have any influence in public affairs In this
province they will see that this preposterous
and extravagant outrage is prevented, The
proposed road, which Is to cost over eight
million dollars, will not be of the slightest
benefit to farmers, yet they will have to pay
the greater portion of the cost by direct
taxation. All things considered, it is the
wildest scheme of useless expenditure ever
proposed by an Ontario government.—.H, J,
Pettypiece, Forest, Ont.

than the farmer that good wages and attractive
living conditions will draw labor to the farm.
The problem of the farmer is to pav these wages,
provide the attractions which the Globe considers
neceasary, and keep out of the poorhouse him.
self. It Is & fact well known to all competent ob-
servere of farm conditions that if o farmer allows
himself five per cent. interest on his investment
he has little, if any, more returns on his labor
than he pays to his hired man. This does not
apply to the inefficlent or wastaful farmer, but to
farmers of the better class, men who are well read
In agricultural sclence and are uptodate in their
farm practice. In no other business In Canada
and
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Mr. O'Connor's Report

HE Interest created by what is now knowm
a8 “The O'Connor Report,” made further
action on the part of the Government neces-
sary; a has been which
will conduct a fuller Investigation into the cold
storage business of the country Briefly, Mr,
O'Connor claimed that Canadian packing houses
were making undue profits out of the cold storage
business, and that the business had become cen-
traliged to such an extent as o be a menace to the
country, although he did not go so far as to state
that any combine among packers existed, The
W, Davies Company, in their reply to Mr. 0'Con-
nor, which was published in Farm and Dairy last
. week, clabm that his report was based on alto.
together insufficient evidence, and while they
proved that Mr. O'Connor lacked 'mportant data,
Mr. Fox, speaking for the Company, has, we be-
lieve, failed to satisfy the public that the packers’

profits are as moderate as they claim,

We know that it is possible, on a great turn.
over, to show wonderful profits on capital invest.
ment, while at the same time the profits on the
business transacted has been very moderate. e
the profits of the Wm. Davies Company and other
Dackers are due to efficiency and large scale opera-
tions, then the public has no reasonable grounds
for objection. If, on the other band, the business
has become so centralized that a combine exists,
and the packers are able to set the price to the
farmer and to the consumer as well, most drastie
action on the part of the Government would be
Justified. Farmers and consumers have both long
felt that meat prices have been manipulated, and
the O'Conner report offers an exoellant opportune
Ity to probe into the subject more deeply. One
result of the publication of Mr: O’Connor's find-
ings should bear fruit immediately in a cessation
of the tirade of abuse to which farmers have been
subjected In many quarters, as a resalt of the high
cost of living. o

Progressive Agriculture

HE farmers’ platform of the Canadian Coun-~
T cll of Agriculture, pub" ‘ed in the June
28th lIssue of Farm ar Jairy, might well

be styled the platform of democracy and the
Square deal. By their general adherence to the
principles of true democracy as laid down in this
platform, Canadian farmers have won the right
to be considered the most progressive body ot
citizens in Canada and perhaps in the world, We
are not alone, however, in our appreciation of the
desirability of such great reforms as the substi-
tution of direct or Indirect tazation. The farm-
ers of Denmark are almost a unit in demanding
taxation reform

into the scale on behalf of direct taxation. In
the United States the powerful Farmers' Non-
Partizan League and the Washington State
Grange have declared for the taxation of land
values. The most recent addition to the ever
Erowing body of farmers who are calling for just
taxation, comes from away down south In Texas,
On May 20th the Farmers’ Institute of Potters

l:rlpud into service of the government while in
this

are the labor incomes of l
onnch:urltyu!hymnmhrn In the
face of conditions such a8 these the paragraph
quoted from mdtymtw,hhm.uu
does that farmers as a class are #rvedily grinding
their help. Is, to say the least, unjust. Perhaps
the rural survey whieh is belng undertaken by the
Ontario Department of Agrieultars this summer
vmbobwmw.h'of&ohmm'!ﬁu-
Just where “the problem of the tarm” really les.

. And that we re-
commend as to methods for the easiest, cheapest
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