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sinners ? do I not pray that hearts may know more 
of Christ ? that saints may walk more faithfully ? 
God desires this, and He has given us a path in) 
the world associated with His interests. There is'7 
to be perseverance and supplication for all saints.
If I see a soul in danger of going astray, I go 
with all perseverance and supplication to God 
about him : my heart is in it.

The very same word used of the Lord in Geth- 
semane is used of Epaphras, who laboured fer­
vently in prayer (Col. iv.). It is conflict of heart. 
He craves the blessing of God with all his heart— 
craving for it earnestly, and entering into it be­
cause it is in the interests of God in the world. 
This has to be carried on in opposition to Satan, 
who will bring all his craft and power against us. 
We have consequently to be with God. What a 
blessed thing to now that I get power and wis­
dom from God, grace and wisdom in practice ! If 
I use a sword, I must get wisdom for it. What a 
place of blessing it would be if we were all practi­
cally with God !

For our own souls it is so helpful, because 
prayer is the expression of entire dependence, but 
at the same time of confidence in God. A person 
like Paul, in weakness and trembling, fightings 
without and fears within, going about getting vic­
tories ! He says to the Corinthians, “ I was with 
you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembl­
ing.” It is always good to be conscious of weak­
ness provided there is faith in God. Constant 
dependence is the constant expression of faith in 
God ; the soul goes to God with God’s affairs, we 
realize how much they are our own. The blessed 
Lord has gone down into the dust of death. Satan’s 
power was exercised to the fullest, but it was all 
broken. He comes up again and sits at the right
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