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UNSELFISHNESS.

—_—

One thing impressed my mind most peculiarly
when the Lord was first opening my eyes—I never
found Christ doing a single thing for Himself.
Here is an immense principle. There was not one
act in all Christ’s lite done to serve or please Him-
self. An unbroken stream of blessed, perfect, un-
failing love flowed from Him, no matter what the
contradiction of sinners—one amdzing and un-
wavering testimony of love, and sympathy, and
help; but it was ever others, and not Himself,
that were comforted, and nothing could weary it,
nothing turn it aside. .Now the world’s whole
principle is self, doing w ‘I for itself. (Psalm
xlix. 18.) Men know that it is upon the energy
of selfishness they have to depend. Every one
that knows anything of the world knows this.
Without it the world could not go on. What is
the world’s honour? Self. What its wealth?
Self. What is advancement in the world ?  Self.
They are but so many forms of the same thing ;
the principle that animates the individual man in
each is the spirit of self-seeking. The busines:
of the world is the seeking of self, and the
pleasures of the world are selfish pleasures. They
are troublesome pleasures too; for we cannot
escape from a world where God has said, “In the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou re-
turn to the ground,” etc. Toil for self is irksome ;
but suppose a man finds out at length that the




