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to hear, “This is the day wiich the Lord
bath made; we will rejoice, and be gind
in it.” 1 dwell upon this duty of church
attendance for the reason that many loy-
men, bewildered and beguiled by the
clamorous voices of the times, have come
1o Jook upon public worship as one of life's
alectives—a formality which may be is-
pensed with my any man who, on Suaday
morning, ean find something else to do.

And o T ware a layman, and made it my
business to go to clardh, 1 should be in
my place on time, and ahead of it. [
should feel humiliated if 1 found myself
disturbing the worship of my brethren by
stalking up the aisle five minutes after
the service had begun. In short, 1 should
have as much respect for the chuch of
God as for an express train,

Wihen once in the pew, T should keep my
watch in my pocket. It is true we call
the churdh on earth the church militant,
but we need no mmutemen in public ‘vor-
ship. For twenty men to pull out their
watches when the preacher comes for
ward to annoutce his text, each one of
them closing the case with a dick whidh
sounds like the echo of a distant report of
a pistol, is not scemly behavior for the
house of God. In many cases the watch
at s, of course, simply a thoughtless
habit, and the men who ave guilty of 1,
like certain other malefactors known to
history, know not what they do. But the
sound of a dozen closing watches is not
fit music for public worship, and the
sight of them is not inspiring to the one
man who alone sees them all.  If laywen
have a burning curiosity to know how to-
day’s sermon compares in length with the
sermon preached a week ago, why should
they not club together and buy a large-
faced dlock, and hang i on the pulpit
wall? It was Helen's babies, 1 believe,
who wanted to see the wheels go round.

A man ought not to be avaricious in the
house of God either of time or space. if
he rents a pew, in one senwe it is his
own, but in a deeper sense it is the Lord’a,
To share the pew whenever possible with
strangens is, to a full-grown Christian, o
privilege and delight. We have heard

men who might profitably have gone o
sdhool to Moses. It is said that the .arly
sottlers of this country formed the prac-
tice of sitting each man at the end of
his pew in onder that he might get ont of
chordh without delay in case of attack
by the Indiws. The Indians are gone,
but the habit survives. Indeed, it sone

neglect it do eo at their peril. If a man
can engage in Christian worship and then
walk down the aisle as though he were
the only man in the church, he must be
akin to those unfortunate individuals men-
tioned in the New Testament, the burden
of whose cry was: “Let us alone”! If I

WHY | BELIEVE IN T!JE ATONE.
MENT.
Rev. Dre. M'Tavish, Deseronto

At the outset we must try to get u cloar
idea of the term atonement. Dr. Hodge,
an authority of the highest repute, objects
to the use of the word atonement in ex-
pressing the work of Christ and would use
instead the word satisfaction. Inasmuch
as the former is the word used in the
topic, we shall use it here. There are
some who think that Jesus came to earth
merely to show a good example—to show
men how to live, and to show them how
to die. There are others who think that
God punished sin in Christ to show His
hatred of it, and to preserve a measure of
Jaw and order in His moral universe. But
by the term atonement we mean that Christ
has made a true and proper satisfaction
for sin by paying the full price, and by
obtaining through His merits the acquittal
of the sinner on the ground of justice.

I. We believe in the atonement, and in
this view of it, because the Scriptures plain-
ly teach it. “To the law and to the testi
mony!”  What do we find? “Ye were
redeemed by a price (I Cor. vi: 20). “Ye
were redeemed from your vain conversa:
tion, not with corruptible things such as
silver and gold, but with the precious blood
of Christ” (1 Peter i:19), “Christ gave
Himself for us that He might redeem us
from all iniquity” (Titus ii: M), “In
Whom ye have ! i hrough Hix
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that he was able to say, “God forbid that
1 should glory save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruei-
fied unto me and I unto the world.”

DIVINE INFLUENCE ‘N EVERY-
DAY LIFE.

In the fine correspondence column in
the British Weekly, conductid by Rev.
R. J. Campbell, one asks, How far may
we expect the Divine influence to bhe ex-
erted on our behalf in matters of every-
day life, especially such matters as re-
late to the simplest necessities of exist-
ence, food, elothing and shelter, and the
support of family and home? The
writer then goes on to state a hypotheti-
cal case:-~“A man in a certain line of
business is being und<rsold by unserup-
ulous vivals and erushed out, His re-
sources gre not equal to the strain, and
after years of effort—prayerful effort,
mind you!—he slips slowly but surely be-
hind,  How far may such a man expect
Divine influencé to act in  his favour?
God Himself being love, may not this
man rely on Him for help, or is he to
suffer ruin and shame?”

To the foregoing enquiry, Mr. Camp-
bell makes the following reply:

“One cannot help suspecting that the
oxperience here described is being lived
at the moment, perhaps by our corre-

blood” (Eph. i: 7). “The Son of man
came not to be ministered unto but to
minister and to give His life a ransom for
many.” “He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, He was bruised for our iniqui-
ties, the chastisement of our peace was
laid upon Him and with His stripes we are
healed.”  “Christ also has suffered for
us, the just for the unjust” (I Peter iii:
18). These, and many other passages
which might be adduced, clearly establish
the view of the atonement that we have
taken. We believe in the atonement be-
cause Gnd has taught 1t.

1. We uelieve in the view of the atone
ment as presented, because it is the only
one which comports with seriptural views
of god. “God is love.” e~d because He
loves sinners, it is na_.cal that He should
desire to save them. Of course he could
pardon freely without any atonement be-
ing made, but this would be done at the
expense of His justice. But God is just
as well as loving, and so must demand the
penalty when His law is violated. When
we accept the view that we have taken,
we can understand how God can be just
and the justifier of those who believe in

Jesus.

1II. We believe in the atonement as we
have viewed it because it seems to meet
the needs of men of all classes and con-
ditions. When this view of it is ac
cepted, its tendency always is to humble
the sinner, to make him hate sin, to im-
press on him the need of a Saviour, to give
him a lofty conception of God’s char-
acter, and to induce him to trust entirely
in Christ for salvation. Whatever exalts
Christ in the eyes of a sinner, and humbles
a sinner in his own eyes, is productive of
good. This seems to have ever been the
result when this view of the atonement has
been earnestly and lovingly presented.
Those who reject it, and who regard Christ
as coming to the world merely to show an
example of righteous living and triumph-
ant (!yi!x‘ '"o“p.'.' to fall into dl'l:‘hm"

But it is one thing to admire goodness; it
is another and very different thing to

pondent himself.  Most certainly the
spivitual man is entitled to claim the
protection and guidance of God in every-
thing great gnd small, The life of
faith is the victorious kife, but by faith
should not be understood setting up
some purely external desire, and firmly
believing that God will grant it.
Rather it is that attitude of mind and
heart which assumes the guidance of
(iod in everything, and knows that
come what may, all will be well with
the righteous man. By all being well
1 do not, of course, mean success as
the world counts it. Imagine how it
would be with righteousness if you
could, count with mathematical  cer-
tainty upon integrity bringing  riches,
and  depravity bringing indigence or
misfortune. In the long rum, of
courss, it must be so, or God would not
be just; but it needs more than this life
to square the account. The life of
faith, then, is the life lived by the man
who determines to do right, whatever
comes, and to trust to God to bring
him through. 1f you, sir, are such a
man you may rely upon it that though
you may have to work hard all your
life, and remain poor, God’s ‘well
done’ within your heart will be no
mere fancy. He will keep you and
yours from being overwhelmed by tl!c
workl you are facing so bravely in His
great name.”

Notice has been received by several
Preshyteries from Winnipeg _Pre_:bytery
notifying them of their application  to
have Rev. E. B. Chestnut, a Baptist
minister, taken into the Prubymri.ln
ministry. Rev. Mr. Chestnut was origin-
ally & Presbyterian and pastor of 'tha
Haynes-avenue church. Then he joined
the Baptists. There was some irregular-
ity, and he found himself once more a
Presbyterian. He went back to the Bap-
tists again, however, and is now anxious
to return. Mr. Chestnut appears to be
of too mercurial temperament for the staid
atmosphere of Presbyterianism; but if
the General Assembly should decide in

i the Winnipeg application it

should be on the condition suggested by
Hamilton Presbytery—a probation of at
least two years. Certainly his frequent
h do not d his p t re-
quest for favorable consideration.




