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WHY I BELIEVE IN Tll-E ATONE

MENT.
Unit lie was able to nay, “(!od forbid that 
1 uliould glory nave in the croea of our Lord 
.Tesus Christ, by whom the world i* cruci- 
lioil unto me and I unto the world."

to hear, ‘‘Hue w the day ndrfeh bhe Lord 
hedi made; we will rejoice, and lie jpud 
in it."
aittemlan**» f<»r t.lie renxun that many toy
men, bewildered and beguittol ly the 
«•humorous voii-e* of Un* times, have - une 
to took upon public wnrrfiip aa one of life’» 
electiv

drwH4 nqwm thw duty of oburnh Rer. Dr. M’Taviah, Deseronto 
At tiie outset we niunt try to get « vkwr 

idea of the term atonement. Dr. Hodge, 
an authority of the highest repute, objecta 
to the use of the word atonement in ex
pressing the work of Christ and would use 
instead the word satisfaction. Inasmuch 
an the former is the word used in the 
topic, we shall use it here. There are 
some who think that Jesus vante to earth 
merely to show a good example- to show
men how to live, and to show them how
to die. There are othoni who think that 
God punished sin in Christ to show Ills 
hatred of it, and to preserve a measure of 
law and order in His moral universe. Hut 
by the term atonement we mean that Chrl-t 
has made a true and proper witisluction 
for sin by paying the full prive, and by 
obtaining through His merits the acquittal 
of the winner on the ground of justice.

I. We believe in the atonement, and m
this view of itxbecause the Scriptures plain
ly teach it. "To the tow mid to the testi
mony !" What do we find? "Ye were 
redeemed by a price (1 Cor. vi: 20). "Ye 
were redeemed from your vain conversa
tion, not with corruptible things such as 
silver and gold, but with the precious blood 
of Christ" (l Veter i:19). "Christ gave 
Himself for us that He might redeem us 
from all iniquity" (Titus ii: 14). ' in
Whom ye have redemption through Ht# 
blood" (Eph. i: 7). “The Son of man 
came not to be ministerial unto but to 
minister and to give Ilia life a ransom for 
many." "He was wounded for our trans
gressions, He was bruised for our iniqui
ties, the chastisement of our pence was 
laid 
healed.
us, the just for the unjust" (I Peter in: 
18). These, and many other passages 
which might be adduced, clearly establish 
the view of the atonement that we luivo 
taken. We believe iu the atonement be- 

G”d has taught tt.
II. We uelieve iu the view of the atone

ment as presented, because it is the only 
oue which comports with scriptural views 
of god. “God is love.” r -d because Ho 
loves sinners, it is na.u.al that lie should 
desire to save them. Of course ho could 
pardon freely without any atonement liv
ing made, but this would lie done st the 
expense of His justice. llut God is just 
as well as loving, and so must demand the 
penalty when His law is violated. When 
we accept the view tliat we have taken, 
we can understand how God can lie just 
and the justifier of those who believe m

III. We believe in the atonement as we

t'lVINE INFLUENCE N EVERY- 
DAY LIFE.

In the fine corrcupondcm-e column in 
the Hritiwh Weekly, conducted by Rev. 
R. J. ('iiiupbcll, one asks. How far may 
we expect the Divine influence to be ex
erted on our behalf in matters of every
day life, e«|ieciall.v sue*! matters ns re
late to the simplest necessities of exist
ence, food, clothing and sir Iter, and the 
support, of family and home? The 
writer then goes on to state n hypotheti
cal case:—"A man in a certain line of 
business is being und rsohl by unscrup
ulous rivals and embed out. His re
source* are not equal to the strain, and 
after years of effort--prayerful effort, 
mind you!-be sli|w slowly but surely be
hind. How far may such a man expect 
Divine influence to net in his favour? 
(lod Himself living lovv, may not this 
imm rely on Him for help, or ie he to 
suffer ruin and shame?"

To the foregoing enquiry, Air. Camp
bell makes the following reply:

formality wthidi may be «lis- 
jiensad with my any man who, on Sunday 
morning, «-an find something else to do.

And if 1 wore a -toyman, and made it my 
bueinew to go to «lvumii, 1 should lie in 
my |>toce on time, and nlicad of it. 
kihouhl fed .hmiidinted if I found myself 
dtvturtnng tfiie warship of my brethren by 
stalking up the aMc live imnutew .ift-.r 
tlio service had la-gun. In short. I should 
have as much rrejieat for the church of 
God as for am vxpiv** train.

I

When once in tine pew, I should keep my 
watch in my pocket. It is true we call 
the dMMvii on earth the church militant, 
hut we need nu mmutetnen in public wor
ship. For twenty men to ptiM out their 
wwtdie* wile» t.he preatiher comm for
ward to «sinon ire lis» text, each one of 
them clewing the <ase with a olu-k w*iii-fli 
soumis like the echo of a distant tejxirt of 
a jsstol. is mit seemly behavior for the 
houw of God. In many (raws tlie watch 
m* to, of mume, simply a thoughtless 
Imbit, and tlie mi-n who are guilty of it, 
like certain other maleiiu tors known to 
iliMUwy, know not what tHuey do. But tlie 
sound of a dozen cioeiag watches to no* 
fit music for {hHiHc womhrp, and tlie 
Kigfht of them to not àw|wring to tlie one 
mam who alone sec» them all. If toymen 
have a burning curiosity to know how to
day's sermon com jures in longtli with the 
sernuai preached a week ago, why slioald 
they, not club together and buy a large- 
faced dock, and hang 
wall? It was Helen's 
atlio wanted to see tlie wheels go round.

A man ought not to be avaricious in the 
house of God eitliec of time or tqioie. if 
he routs a pew, in one sense it is We 
own, hut in a deejx-r sense it to tlie Lord’s. 
To sliare tlie pew whenever possible with 
strangers is, to a l ull -grown Christian, a 
privilege sod delight. We have heard 
much of tlie mistakes of Moses, liut there 
to one mistake he never was guilty of— 
Iw never neglected tibe stranger witfiin 
the lKmehtJsli gules, 
mem who might profitably have gone io 
wOkkiI to MIuncs. It ie tauti tlitiit tlie . ally 
settlers of tliis country fan mi l tflie pr.u- 
tk-e of sitting eunfli mum at tflve end of 
iris jiew in order tliat lee migliit get oat of 
<*hurdh without delay in case of attack 
by the IjkIluw. The Indians ore gone, 
but the lsilmt survives. Indeed, it hUiio 
times seems tlwit some of the Indium has 
gotten into ttlie man in tlie perw._ For if 
it is nut l-arburous for a Christian man 
to scowl a* strangers whose preeen-e 
leaves iew room for hie coat, it would be 
datfioul* to say wtiat barbarity ». If I 
ware a toyman, 1 AaM at the very dart 
haw a conference wiitto tlie iHlicr in my 
aisle, and a wore him tflmit, ebullient to 
Paul's injunction, 1 should be “given to 
-hospitality." Many am uslier koujw a list 
of pewlliotolens whom lie labels "cranky." 
I si would, at aM liamnls, kA*p off that 
list. When the d-og in the manger guts 
into a Uhrtotian dburoh tlie usher to the 
fin* man to un me to grief. If 1 were a 
layman 1 should -lisive two ambitions: I 
slivuUl want tihe approval of God and— 
tlie udlier.

Arid after the sermon I should neevr 
leave itilie dwnh -without slwkmg hands 
with alt least one human being. Shaking 
hands is a means of grace, and they who 
neglect it do so at their peril. If \ man 
can engage in Christian worship and th-n 
walk down tlie aide as though he were 
the only man in the ehuruh, lie must be 
akin to those unfortunate individual.» men
tioned in the New Tftoama*, the burden 
of whose cry 
•were a layman 1 AouM ponder often this 
question: “tie that toveth not his bro
ther wlbom he hath seen, how 
God whom he hath not eeenf’?—8. 8.

Ill j :

“One oannot help suspecting that the 
cx|ierience here described is being lived 
at the moment, perhaps by our corre- 
spmulent himself. Most certainly the 
spiritual man is entitled to claim the 
protection and guidance of God in every
thing gr-at gnd small, 
faith is tin* victorious hfe. but by faith 
should not be understood setting up 
sane purely external desire, and firmly 
believing that God will grant it. 
Rather it is that attitude of mind and 
heart which assumes the guidance of 
(lod in everything, and knows that 
come what may. all will lie well with 
the righteous man.
I ilo not. of course, 
the world counts it. 
would be with 
could, count
tninty upon integrity bringing 
and depravity bringing indigence or 

In the long run. of 
course, it must be so, or Go<l would not 
l>o just; but it need* more than this life 
to square the account. The life of 
faith, then, is the life lived by the man 
who determines to do right, whatever 
comes, and to trust to God to bring 
him through. If you, sir, 
man you may rely upon it that though 
you may have to work hard all y 
life, and remain poor, God's ‘well 
done’ within your heart will be no 
mere fancy. lie will keep you and 
yours from being overwhelmed by the 
world you are facing so bravely in His 
great name."

The life of

uisvn Him and with llis stripes we are 
J ” "Christ also has suffered forpulpit

believe,

By all being well 
mean success as 
Imagine bow it 

righteousness if you 
with mathematical cer-

misfortune.

have known toy-

are such a

have viewed it because it seems to met* 
the needs of men of all classes and con
ditions. When this view of it ie ac
cepted, its tendency always is to humble 
the sinner, to make him lutte sin, to im
press on him the need of a Saviour, to give
him a lofty conception of God’s char- Notice has been received by 
acter, and to induce him to trust entirely Presbyteries from Winnipeg Presbytery
in Christ for salvation. Whatever exalts notifying them of their application to
Christ in the eyes of a sinner, and humbles have Rev. E. B. Chestnut, a Baptist
a sinner in his own eyes, is productive of minister, taken into the 1 reebyterian
good. This seems to have ever been the ministry. Rev. Mr. Chestnut was origin-
result when this view of the atonement has ally a Presbyterian and pastor of the
been earnestly and lovingly presented. Haynes avenue church. Then he jomeû
Those who reject it, and who regard Christ the Baptists. There , was some >«1^
as coming to the work! merely to show an tty, anil he found „
example of righteous living snd triumph- Presbyterian. He wen anxious
-t 'I-'- '"V—* i:Un.r"' -.Æ.™
speculations of "sweetness and light. «i,„
But it i. one thm, to »dmir. .uodnw; it Tmb,teriun„m; but if
“ “"°^ef *;d. v,ry the General .Wmhly should decide iu
abhor that which ie evii to ekeve to that the Winnipeg upplication it
whieh ie good, to be humble becaiue of sm, , on tlie co„ditio„ aUggeete,l by
end to rent implieitly for «lvation on » u,milton pre.bytery-1 probation of at 
Saviour’e almighty arm. To look upon the lfMt Wo „ Oertainlv hie frequent 
death of Christ in any other light than aa cl„n.„ do nM commend hie preeent re- 
an atonement for the aine of the world ie t (or („Vorable consideration,
to take the very heart out of the Gospel, 
to rob Christianity of its strongest fea
tures and to deprive man of one of the 
highest incentives to holy living. One 
of the great secrete of Paul'e strength of 
purpoee, of hie true devotion, of hie holy 
ambition and el hie dauntleee courage was

“Left us stone”! If I Ex-Presidential candidate William J. 
Bryan, who ie a good Presbyterian, has 
been making a stirring missionary address 
at the Ü. 8. General Assembly at 
Winona.
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