204

Our Contributors

Calvinism and Civic Righteousness,

At the present day, says the Christian
Observer, when the organic life o1 great
pations has become so complex, it 1s import-
ant to learn how this hife may be nghtly
guided and the nation be made truly and
permanently  prosperous. In our own
country, with its free institutions and its vast
commercial prosperity, this inquiry cannot
be an idle one. Ard in view of the per-
plexing civic problems  which  face  our
people, especially in the sphere of municipal
government, the subject of civie welfare and
how it is 1o be sccured, is one of the highest
moment.  Above all, if righteousness exili-
¢th a nation, and makes 1t really and per-
manently great, to retain this feature of our
civic life is of the last importance. [t may
be here assumed that rehigion 1s the only
secu'e basis for morality in all spheres of
lite ; for while morality 1s not the whole of
relig on, religion includes, and gives force to,
morality.  This is true of individua', domes-
tic, and civic morality R :ligion must be
the authoritative basis in each sphore. It
this be the case, then the type of rehigious
tcaching which prevails, and the cxtent to
which it controls the civic lite of the nation,
will dctermine the type and the measure of
civic righteousness which any community or
pation exhibits. But there 1s no need to
argue for this conclusion here The question
which we now seek to raise is—How does
our Calvinistic doctrinal and ethical system
stand related to the production and preserva-
tion of civic righteou:ness > Can it vindicate
its claim to have practical excellencies in
this wide and wital sphere?  From one
point of view it might seem as if Calvinism,
especia’ly as exhibited in the Preshyterian
system, 1s a sysien not suited to bring
rehigion into close touch with the civie and
political life of the nation. ‘I'hat system, in
its definite f rm, teaches the headship of
Christ over His Church, the spirituairy of
that Church, and the separation of toe
Church and State, in a well defined  way.
This might seem to umply that the Church
and its ministry should not come intoany
sort of rcdation with the public hife of the
nation, But generic Calvinism with equal
clearness also teaches that Jesus Christ is
head over all things for the suke of the
Church which is His body, that the civil
powers that be are ordained «f God, and
that there is to be a free Church in o free
State.  These tcachings of Calvinism are
also to be kept in mind.

Hence, care needs to be exercised in re-
gard to the general attitude which we who
hold the Calvinistic system should assume
in regard to the civic well being of the
nation. This system, in its broad outlines,
teaches us not to descena nto the arena of
political affairs, nor to keep entirely aloot
from the civic life of the community,  To
neglect or obscure the essential distinction
hetween the spheres of the Church and
Srate is to incur the serious danger of unholy
alhances between the two.  But to separate
the two ﬁlihurt‘s SO widuly that there is no
relation or inter-action between them may
render it difficult 1o have civie hite pormcated
with religious mfluences.  The true d ctrine
lies between these exiremes.  The Chnstian
man is a citizen of two king I m< and he bas
duties and responsibihities i both.  He
must neglect neither, yet must not ¢ nfou
the two.  Many of the tenets of Cavinism
make it reasonable to expect that its influence
must tend towards civic rightcousness, Only
one or two of these can be noted, in the
briefest way.
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First, the importance it gives to the sove-
reignty of God tends to this result. Cal-
vinism enthrones God  everywhere. It
makes Him supreme everywhere. In nature
and in history He is on the throne and at
the he'm. He is also King of kings and
lLord of lords. His authonty is : bsolute.
He does what He pleaseth in earth and
heaven. The civil powers are ordained by
Him, and all rulers rule under His hand.
No system lays more stress upon this than
Calvinism, and because it does it is fitted to
secure the most potent influence upon the
public life of a community. It teaches men
in all their relations that God 1s supreme,
and that He will 1ake account of men. It
reminds rulers that, under God, they are set
over men, and will be called to answer be-
fore Him for the way they have kept their
trust.  In a word, Calvinism will bring the
sense of God into civic hfe, and keep 1t
regnant there.  Only this will cause rulers
to fear God and to ru'e in righteousness.
And if the people have the same sense of
God in their lives that Calvinism teaches,
they will be better citizens, and .exhibit
righteousness in all the duties laid upon
them,

Secondly, Calvinism gives a high place to
the rights and liberties of the individual
man, Religion, according to this system,
must be, first of all, a mwatter of heart and
hfe in the individual.  Man's chief end 15
to glonfy God, and by His regencrating
grace God gives to the individual man the
purpose and ability to fulfil this high destiny,
The result is the production of men who
fear God and fear to offend Him. No
svstem, by 1ts very genius, can do more
than Calvinism to further noble citizenship,
and to keep high ideals of patriotism betore
a people. If men were trained in, and were
true to, this system of docuine and bfe, they
cou'd be neither slaves nor tyrants.  They
would have too hizh an idca of the rights of
the individual as a freeman in Christ, to be
the former, and too much regard for the
rights of others, to be the latter.  And, in
addition, Calvinism, in seeking the regencra-
tion of the individual man by Divine grace,
gives the true method for the regeneration
of the social tabric, and the production of
civic nghtcousness in a nation. It isadle to
talk of setting men right n their civie and
social relations ull they are set night in
themselves and in their rddations to God.
Calvinism very definitely insists on setting
men pght in their Divine relations, and in
their own hearts, It naturally follows that
men will then tall into nght relations in the
civic organisin, and exhibit civie righteous-
ness.  I'hen there will grow up a civic con-
science which will be potent for good,

Many other features of the Calvinistic
system tend to the same result, but we can
not even mention them now.  We only add
that history fully hears out all we say on the
d.octrinal side in favour of Calvinisim as the
source of a splendid  civie  nighteousness,
Geneva, Holland, and Scotl nd are undouht-
ed witnesses to this conclusion,  Where are
to be tound such heroes, such patriots, such
martyrs as in these lands;, and in the
countries influenced by the type of doctrine
preached thereins Let us not fail to preach
I,
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Table Talk, Philadelphia, Pa, brings with it
each month so many new and attractive ideas
about prepanng da nty and nourishing dishes
that with its helptul suzgestions the work of
prepiring the frmily meal becomes an easy
matter.  Rocont numbers will be sent free
on request, to our readers, or the May
number for 1c cents,

When the Clock Strikes,

BY REV. W. S, M'TAVISH B. D, PH D,

In a school conducted by the Christian
Brothers, in the provinee of Quebec, a child
rises up just as the clock strikes the hour,
and says :

“Let us remember we are here in the holy
presence of God.”

The child, of course, has received in-
structions to do this, and he may be appoin‘-
ed to attend to this duty, every school hour
for a month, It is difficult to say what was
originally designed by the act—whether 1o
siimulate to h gher endeavor, or to ternty,
or cheer, or comfort ; and it is even more
d fficult 1o tell what impression 1s actually

duced upon the boy who utters the
wo.ds, or upon those who hear them. It
is qquite probable that whe the child makes
the announcement for the first time, he
speaks with the greatest reverence ; but it 1s
equally probable that when he has repeated
it five times a day for almost a month, he
pays but little more attention to the mean-
ing than if he were repeating a part of the
multiplication table. It is quite probable
that when the children hear the words for
the first time 1n the school, their minds are
filled with deepest awe, but 1t 15 also  pos-
sible that when they have become accustom-
¢d 1o them, they regard the repitition  of
them as a form, and nothing more,

But the words, when they are properly
understood, are full of comfort and encour-
agement. There can scarcely be a more
encouraging or uplifiing thought than that
we are in God's presence. The story of
Brother Lawrence, the cook in the monas-
tery in Paris, 15 very suggestive. Once in
the depth of winter, he was in a forest, and
there the thought came to  him that God
must be present, because those trees which
were then apparently  dead, would agamn
show signs of life.  After that thought there
came another to the effect that, if God were
there, he must be everywhere ;andif every
where, he must be in the ki'chen where he,
a poor monk, was doing such humble work.
When he went back to  that kitchen, the
place seemed to him like the very gate ot
heaven.

To feel that we are in God’s prescace
everywhere, will dignify even the most com-
monplace tasks and make them noble, This
is a great truth, and even though we have
neither a school clock, nor a school boy, to
remind us of it, we do well to ponder i, If
we realize that he s at our right hand, we
sha'l not be moved ; but of we forget 1t, we
shall deprive ourselves of the stinulus of a
truth at once comforting and inspiring.

Descronto, Canada,
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Sabbat!i School lL.iterature.

By resolutio of the General Assembly a
portion of the con rihutions to “Children's
Day Fund” is us.d to assist new and needy
schools in the matter of Sabba h School Lat-
erature. I'he General Assembly's 5. 5.
Committee 1s desirous of  seeing  our  Own
S. S Helps and Papers in all schools  at-
tended by Presbyterian children. Al appli
cations are to be sent to the Secretary of the
Committee, Rev. W, W Peck, M A,
Navanee, Ont,  Apphications  will  recewve
immediate attention,
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An unsaved, unconve rted sinner stands be-
fore God just as he would if Christ had
never died for him. He has refused the

purchased pardon and must take the conse-
quences.




