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Esther murmured something indistinguishable andMiss Annabel departed much pleased ^rhw o^pe^picaaty. A^d she did help. She let it be kno^
at the Ladi^' Aid that she quite understoodSand approved of her. After all, itwas senseless 7nTl
away from trouble since trouble'can r^^^uS Tas^And It was natural and right of Esther to feel thaTt^*
where could she find so much sympathyIrco„sS<^
Uon^^^ m her own town. Travelling was fati^S^

As for the school, that was easily arranged. A littla
discreet wire pulling and Esther waT^S^niore r!
Ubhshed as school mistress of Districtn2^ F?te^
Peoi)le shook their heads, but by the time^^e fiSsnowstorm they had ceased to jmjphesy neivous oS^
tration. and by the time sleighini^S?y^tSuSth^w^e ready to admit that thigirl hadTctSl^bty

V^L^^ fT^ *^^* *^^^« ^ another reason for

id^Jr^IJ'^^^u^J^^^y- It was a simpS^sS^
we^ ste\f"^

f' '^i
'^^' ^ Coombe'^the^

were sure and regular. Travellers miss letters Mdstrange addresses are uncertain at best, but hi S,^there was small chance of any untoward aSd^
^^« "^^^ ^^^y letter in the h^dw^^
Professor Wilhts. Esther lived upon thesTleSl!

X^fiS^^f.^^r^' they^oLXml^epower of her hfe and mdeed it was from one of them that

"fLv^y^ l«dy (WilKts had written).

ItaJ^t^ilt";!Jrf^ "^T
the truth is a rxxJ thiag.


