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more intellectual strife of peaceful life, in which work 
was replaced by danger, thought by adventure, accounted 
in no small part for its attraction for us. But, as we 
have seen, war is becoming as hopelessly intellectual 
and scientific as any other form of work : officers are 
scientists, the men are workmen, the army is a machine, 
battles are “ tactical operations,” the charge is becoming 
out of date ; a little while and war will become the least 
romantic of all professions.

In this domain, as in all others, intellectual force is 
replacing sheer physical force, and we are being pushed 
by the necessities even of this struggle to be more 
rational in our attitude to war, to rationalize our study 
of it ; and as our attitude generally becomes more 
scientific, so will the purely impulsive element lose its 
empire over us. That is one factor ; but, of course, 
there is the greater one. Our respect and admiration 
goes in the long run, despite momentary setbacks, to 
those qualities which achieve the results at which we 
are all in common aiming. If those results are mainly 
intellectual, it is the intellectual qualities that will 
receive the tribute of our admiration. We do not make 
a man Prime Minister because he holds the light-weight 
boxing championship, and nobody knows or cares 
whether Mr. Balfour or Mr. Asquith would be the 
better man at polo. But in a condition of society in 
which physical force was still the determining factor 
it would matter all in the world, and even when other 
factors had obtained considerable weight, as during the 
Middle Ages, physical combat went for a great deal : 
the knight in his shining armour established his prestige 
by his prowess in arms, and the vestige of this still 
remains in those countries that retain the duel. To


