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tlie reigns oi' Artaxerxks and AHAsrKR[Ts. and (o devise
some meiins whereby th.^y might gain the lavor ol' the
new Sovereign, and ob^iin his consent to rebuild their
City and Temple. If you are desirous of participatin<>'
in the deliberatiors of this Council, it will be necessary
for you to assume the name and Character of Zekuhhahkl,
a Prince of the house of Judah, whose hands laid the
foundation of the second Temple, and whose hands the
I^mD promised should complete it. Do you consent ?
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H. P.—You will then attend to the reading of a
lesson from the records of our fathers.
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SCRIPTURAL ACCOUNT.

Now ill tho .second year of tiioir coiiiing unto tiio hoii.s'c of Hod at Joni-
.saleni, 111 the spfoiid niontl,, lH\i,'aii Zonildciltrd tho son of SlitfalticI, and .F»>.sluia
tli(' son of .loziiduk, mid the rciniiiint of tlii'ir hirtlncii the pijf.sts and Lcvilrs,
and all they tliatworo coiavout of the (aptivity unto Jciiisalciii ; and appoint-
ed the Levites. honi twenty years old and upwaid, to set forward 'he work of
the house of the Lord. Then stood .Fe.sliiia vitlt his .sons and his Inethien,
Kaduiiel and his .soils the .sons of Judah, togetJier, to .set forward the woikinei'i
111 the hou.sc of God : the .sons of Hei:adad, with their sons and tlndr brethren
the Lovitus. And when the builders laid the foundation of th- temple of tho
Lord, they .set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, riid the Levites the
sons of Asaph with cymbals, to pmi.so the Lord, after the ordinanee of David
king of Lsiael. And they .sang together by (ouise in praising and giving
thanks unto the Lord

; because ha i.s good, for his mercy endurcth foicver to-
wanLs Lsrael. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they
praised the Lord, because the foundation of the hou.se of tho Lord was laid
[Kzra 3 : 8-11.]

Now when tho adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the chihl-
reu of the captivity buildod the temple unto the Lord God of Lsrael ; then
they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and .said unto them,
Let us build with you : for we .seek your God. as ye do; and we do sacrifice
unto him since the day.s of K.sarhaddon king of Assiir, which brought us up
luther.

^

But Zerubbabel, and Joshua, and the rest of the chiefs of the fathers
Ol Israel, said unto them. Ye have uoLhing to do with us to build a hou.se unto
our God

; but we ourselves together will build unto the Lor<l God of Israel, as
king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commandod us. Then the people of tho
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