
6 ADAM BLAin,

Chamber. Ho throw every thing open with a bold hand,and the uphfting of the window produced a degree of
noise, to the like of which the house had for some time
been unaccustomed

; he looked out, and saw the external
world bright before him, with all the rich colourings ofa September evening. The sun had just sunk behind
the distant screen of the Argyll and Dumbartonshire
h lis

;
the outline of huge Benlomond glowed like a

blood-red jewel against the wide golden sky beyond : a
thick and hazy cloud of mist had gathered over the rich
valleys to t^ie westward, through which, here and there,
some far-off bending of the river flashed for a moment
in a streak of reflected crimson

; near at hand, the tallelms that surround the village churchyard stood with all
their brown leaves whispering in the faint breeze of the
twilight

;
a fine herd of cattle were passing along the

neighbouring "green loaning," in a long delibemte line;
1 10 Hum of the village sent an occasional echo through
the intervening hedge-rows

; all was quiet and beautiful
above and below

; the earth seemed to be clothed all overwith sights and sounds of serenity; and the sky, deep-

IZ^^ ; ? f^''" ^"^ ^^'^^' ^^"« overhead, shewed tho
earliest of its stars intensely twinkling, as if ready toharbinger or welcome the coming moon!

^
^Jnn.r^r^'^ ^'"'1 ^'''"'^ ^°' '^"^^ "^^""tes in silenceupon the glorious calm of Nature, and then turned witha sudden start to the side of tho room where the wife of

irad rr f M Y''^-y
breathed ;-he saw the paledead face; the black ringlets parted on the brow ; themarble han.= extended upon the sheet; the unc osedgla y eyes

;
and the little girl leaning towards hermother m a gaze of half-horrified bewfderment. He

cried « God ! God !"-a shriek, not a prayed ; heclosed the stiffening eye-lids over the soft but^ast^

and then rushed down the stairs, and away out, bare-
headed, into tho finld« hofcrc pnv /m. . ,1 1 i 1 •
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" '^i^e an)^ one cuuld stop him, orask whither he was going.
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