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orum principe sive vertioe, cujui
Romanus Pontifex est successor, cum
potestatis plenitudino recepisse ve-

rtciter et humiliter recognoscit ; et

sicut prffi ceeteris tenetiir fidei veri-

tatem defendere, sic et, si quee de fide

suborts) fnerintqu8ustione8,BUodebent
judioio detiniri. Florentinum denique
Concilium definivit : Pontificem Ro-
manum, verum Christi Vicarium,
totinsque Ecclesise caput et omnium
Christianorum patrem ac dootorem
existere ; et ipsi in beato Petro pas-
cendi, regendi ac gubemandi univer-
salem Ecclesiam a Domino nustro
Jesu Ohristo plenam potestatem tradi-

tam esse.

Huic pastorali muneri ut satisfacer-

ent, Pr8Bdeces8oreB Nostri indefessam
semper operam dederunt, ut salutaris
Christi doctrina apud omnes terrse

populos propagaretur, parique cura
vigilarunt, ut, ubi recepta esset, sin-

cera et pura oonservaretur. Quocirca
totius orbis Antistites, nunc singuli,

nunoe in Synodis congregati, longam
ecclesiarum consuetudinemetantiquae
regulse formam sequentes, ea praeser-
tim pericula, quae in negotiis fidei

emergebant, ad banc Sedem Aposto-
licam retulerunt, ut ibi potifiaimum
resarcirentur damna fidei, ubi fides
non potest sentire defectum. Bomani
autem Pontificis, prout temponmi et
rerum conditio suadebat, nunc convo-
catis EGCimienicis Conciliis aut ex-
plorata Ecclesiee per orbem dispersae
sententia, nunc per Synodos particul-
ares, nunc aliis, qu© divina suppedi-
tabat providentia, adhibitis auxiliis,

ea tenenda de finiverunt, quae sacris
Scripturis et apostolicis traditionibus
consentanea, Deo adjutore, cognove-
rant. Neque enim Petri successori-
bus Spiritus Sanctus promissus est,

ut eo revelante novam doctrinam
patefacerent, sed ut, eo assistente,
tradiiam per Apostolos revelatioi^em
sen fidei depositam sanote custodirant
et fideliter exponerent. Quoinim qui-

primacy and pre-eminence over the
whole Catholic Church, which it truly
nnd humbly acknowledges that it haa
received with the plenitude of power
from our Lord himself in the person
of blessed Peter, Prince or Head of
the Apostles, whose successor the Ro-
man Pontiff is ; and as the Apostolic
See is bound before all others to de-
fend the truth of faith , so also, if any
question regarding faith shall arise,

they must be defined by its judgment.
Finally, the Council of Florence de-
fined : That the Roman Pontiff is the
true vicar of Christ, and the head of
the whole Church, and the father and
teacher of all Christians; and that to
him in blessed Peter was delivered by
our Lord Jesus Clirist the full power
of feeding, ruling, and governing the
whole Church.
To satisfy this pastoral duty, our

pi'edecessors ever made unwearied
efforts tliat the salutary doctrine of
Christ might bo propagated among all

the nations of the earth, and with
equal care watched that it might be
preserved genuine and pure where it

had been received. Therefore the
Bishops of the whole world, now
smgly, now assembled in Synod, fol-

lowing the long-established custom of
churches, and the form of the ancient
rule, sent word to tliis Apostolic See
of those dangers i specially which
sprang up in matters of faith, that
there the losses of faith might be most
effectually repaired where the faith
can not fail. And the Roman Pontiffs,

according to the exigencies of times
and oircumstanci . sometimes assem-
bling OBcumenical Councils, c - asking
for the mind of the Church . cattered
throughout the world, sometimes by
particular Synods, sometimes using
other helps which Divine Providence
supplied, defined as to be held those
things which with the help of God
they had recognized as conformable
with the sacred Scriptures and Apos-
tolic traditions. For the Holy Spirit
was not promised to the successors of -,

Peter, that by his revelation they
might make known new doctrine ; but


