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" exit from it. A/id 1 say noio, that, on fhc
" u-h'//c front irr of the State of Nnv-Y(/)-k.
" wU.h the. sini^le ex/.eption of the. Nnrro'is
" helow the city, there is not a ptnnt of equal
" importance. I liope this (Jovernnient
" will la.st forever ; but if it does not, and
" if in the jiid^rixient .if Heaven, so great
" R calamity shall befall us as the niptiire
" ol the Union, and the .<tate of New
" York .shall ther by be thrown upon hiT
" own defences. 1 ask, is there a sins^le
" p(jint, except the Narrows, the jiossi'ssiou
" of wiiichshe will so much desire? No
" there is not one. Aiid hoio did we
" oljtain this ndvant.nge for her ? 'Ihe
" parallel of •I'f)'-^ nurtli was established by
" the treaty of 178.'1 as our boundary with
" t'auada in that part of the line. But as
" 1 hare stated, that fine ivas found to run
" south < f Roi,:se\<! Point. And how did we
" get back this precious po.ssession ? By
"• runninga.semicircle ikethatofthe King
" of Netherlands ? No ; we went back to
" the old line, which had always been
" su[)posed to be the trne line, and the
" eslablii-hinent of which gave us nnt only
" Rouse's Point, but a .striji of land con-
" tuining suine thirty or forty thnusand
" acres between the parallel of 4.5'^ and the
" old line.

" And here let me say. once for all. that.
" if ve had gone to arbitration we should
'• mev'tiMy hare lost ivhat the treaty gane
" to Venmnt and New York ; hecai/se a'

I

" that was clear mutter of rcssion and not
" adjustment of doubtful boundar//.'"

These, Mr. c^peuker,aresad and weighty
words for ':s. I siiy, therefore, that the
surrender of this point has made the de-
fence of Canada infinitely more difficult

and costly. It entails the erection on our
part of extensive works to defend Mont-
real, between the St. Lawrence and
Champlain, the cost of which Colonel
Jervois estimates at half a million-sterling,
and which works will take many thousand
troops to man. If ihe fortress since
erected by the Americans on the position
of Rouse's Point had been ours, it aione
would have closed np that avenue of ap-
yiroach to the heart of Canada. [Hear,
hear.] In these facts we iiave a strong
claim on the Imperial Government.

But there is another view of the cas'
whicli practically presentsiiselftothe minds
ofCanadians. Ifwar takes place, it isulmost

1
•

certain t(j sfiring from causes over which
Canada his noeuiitril— from iiiitriiiitiunal

'disputes—to which we are iijt likely in

jany way to give rise. The liistory of the

;

jiast is appealeil to—the right <>f search
; led to the War tif IK1"2— tin- possession of

i

Riiatan, a barren island on the Scaiih

American coast, nearly involved us in

hostilities—the linlisinu'nt (^uesi ion dur-
ing the liiissian war—the Boiimlary Ques-
tion in Uregon — the transactions at .-^t.

: .Juan—the Trent affiir—the ecpiipment
of the Alabama and Florida—are all Ini-

1
[lerial qii stions. [Hear, hear.] Th*' St.

Albans raid and other kindred aggressions
would never hav<' taken place, but with
the hope of embroiling lingland in the
American war. [Hear, hear.] But, Sir,

when our people consider that aspect of
the case, we must not be insensible to the

other, and the advantageous one to lis. ' We
I

must not forget th it the invasion of our
soil means war with l-Jngland ;— that the
[English flair )irotecls our cctnimrce in

every quarter of the globe. The English

I

name protects our citizens wher-ver they
are—w<' enjoy the countless and int)[)pre-

i
ciabie blessings of biinsr British subjects

—

and we must bo ready to make those
sacrifices— e.xceptiiJii 1 1 and trying though
they may be— to preserve those blessings,

[(.'beers.] In identifying ourselves thus

I

with the rest of the Empire, we may
I

fairly ask Hn^and to pause before she

:

adopts a policy which must lead to its dis-

I

memberment— so fir at least as the Colo-

i

nies are concerned. If Canada is left to
herself— the whole of British North Ame-
rica follows. Let there be no misunder-
standing about this. [Hear, hear.] The

I

Imperial Government may .save them-
I

selves the tnaible of fortifying Quebec, or
i Halifax eith''r. Every shilling of tmtlay is

itselfss. and if these Colonies go, and are
added to the power of the United ."^tates,

as they would lie— how long would Ber-
muda—or even the \^"est Indies remain ?

How long would British Columbia, or
Vancouver remain ? England wonld be

i without a Port on the West shores of the

!
Atlantic, or the East of the Pacific !

(Hear, hear.) Talk of holding Quebec
iaiid _Halifax. fis if they wc ri- Giliraltar

and Malta ! Why. Sir, thi' thing is absurd !

You can't hold (^)ii( bee or Halilas either,
I without you hold the Cities and the sur-


