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n..r h*v. b«.n due to » drier July, but wh.fver the cm«. m.y l«, it
. probable that the climate i. more temperate there. A. thi* prairie

in in British Columbia it will never t>e made available for .ettlement
in any other way than by purchase.

Dr. O M. Daw,on cr.«^e,| the Pouce Coup.'- prairie in 1879 and w,.„t l»r. I»»*««'.
eanward toward. Spirit river. He detcril^e, the «,oil of that prairie i..

"'""*•

'The platoau itwif u u.UHlly a wid-ly exionded tori.ice level. The
so,l in th« valley, i, very deep and rich, while th»t of the plateau is
Himilar but not «, deep, and re«t. on a .illy deposit, which when itcome. U, the .urface give, the M,il a pale a-pect. Even the .ilt. how-
ever. ... a nch «>il a. evidence,! by the luxuriant gr..wlh found upon It.'

The trail followe.1 eastward by Dr. Daw.son wax near that tro^el!ed
1.V m. goins to the Pouce Co«p«5 prairie. Of the country traversed he
Hays :

.. 's^7'*^/"*7"'
""" '''" P'*'*'"" ^''^ • R«'»'™' elevation of

-380 feet, for a .li.tance of fourteen mile.. Small cpen meadow, and
pra.r,e« aH,K,n grove, and thicket., willow coppice and tall wellgrown
wo<d. of Hpruce and a,pen alternate. Met with occasional Hwan.py
8pot«. Travelling ea.stward for about iiftee.. miles, he say. of the
country :

•

i j «»

'The country parsed over resembles that previously described, the
surfHco being nearly uniform, the highest point atuined between the
source, of small streams having a height of 2,070 feet •
From half to three-fourths of the region is well adapted to cultivation
witli a rich soil.

It should be remembered that Dr. Dawson's estimate here and inother p.art. of his report is based on the assumption that the siltv subsod IS very fertile. For that assumption he had apparently no otherwarrant than the luxuriant vegetation that grew on thi. 'soil Theplants which compose the vegetation, however, indicate a wet, cold
ubsoil ra her than a fertile one. The Spirit river country is only

described by Dr. Dawson in general terms.
^

Leaving Pouce Coup^ prairie, going south, the river was crossedand the stream followed which is shown on the maps as being nearestthe British Columbia boundaiy. This is the main branch of PrCoupe or I'Echafaud river, heading southeast of Swan lake After
leaving the forks this stream runs through a wide flat, more than two-

*Ke|>ort of ProRres.,, (;t.jl. Hmy. Can., 1«7!». p. 49 B.
'

1.5_E— 2.1


