
ThirJ Question- —If \)cu can corrupt a council of thirteen, n'/ip is it not easier to

corrupt a council of five?

Answer—The Coir.missior.cr is always in the hmelight. and person illy respon-

sible to the fctcpayen. A Board of Aldermen is trapped in

red tape in the form of numerous ccrrmittees, and there is no

individual responsibility. C'onuption sp/int^s principally from

the power to g:ant franchises. The Board of Aiderroon have

this po.ver. I he Commissioners do not have this powei. It is

vested in the people. (See Referendum.)

An alderman is only incidentally a city governor. He has

nothing to lose, and may have much to gain. I he f ommis-

sio"er is cssertially a cily m.'neger. He has no other business,

and if he sacrifices his character he loses his business.

Fourth Qup'/i. n

—

This is a next} thing. Can tve afford to experiment?

Answer—Ccnjmission Government is now in force in eighty-nine cities and towns

in the United States, ard cne hundred and forty-three art- asking

for it. In Canada, Guelph, St. Catherines, Letlibridge and Cal-

gary ha\e voted for it.

Fifth Question—Are ivc not giving too much poTorer to five men?

Answer—On the contrary, we are giving the power to nobody. We are getting

the liberty to use it ourselves, and we are paying five of ihc best

men we can find to work for us.

Kick No. I

—

This Recall is no use. Seattle could not recall the Ma^or xvhen

ihe^ Tvished to.

Answer—Sep.ltle is not blessed with Commission Government. They have a

Recall in their Charter, but the number of names required on

petitions is so ridicuously high that it renders the feature useless.

Sixth Question— IVe ere Britishers. Why do aU'ap with a British institution?

Answer—\'es, we are Britishers; but we are also Canadians, and many sys-

tems which v/ork in Britain do not work in Canada.

Seventh Question—Would "o/ Comn>ission Government, with its high priced of-

ficials increase expenses?

Answer—Next year the city will spend about $6.000.000.(KI. Cut out the

present haphazard system, and substitute Business. The econ-

omy 'hus effected will pay the salaries—and then some!

Kick No. 2—What about that nen^spaper heading "Commission costs Tacoma
heavily."

Answer—The headlines were misleading, the reading matter told us that the

total pay roll for the six summer months in 1910 were ten per

cent, higher than for the same six months in (909. The Com-
mission evidently pushed the city work during the summer. It

would ii-^-prove matters if the same tactics were followed here.
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