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The Minister of AirHoviIturt,

Ottawa.

Sir,— 1 hare the honour to »ubmit for your approval Bulletin No. 73 of the
Experimcnwl Farm Senea. on Smut Diseasea of Cultivated Plants, their Cauae and
Contiol, prcparp.! by the Dominion Botanist. Mr. fl. T. Giissow.

This publication deals with the identiHcation, treatment for prevention and, in
some measure, for eradication, of smut diseases of our common crop*. These diseases
*ork annually immense injury to Canadian agriculture, hence any reliable informa-
tion on this subject that can be put into the hands of the farmer should bo of great
value to the country as well as to the individual. The extenl of the injury wrought
•he farirer by these various smuts can be grasped only after one has observed their
cflecto in particular insUnces and then paused to calculat'^ the sum total of the loaaes.

To such as have had opportunities of observing the losses caused by these fungi in
both lesscied yit'ds and lowered grades of grain the estimate of tlS.OOO.COO loss to
the Canadian farmer, per onnum. will not seem in th" least exaggerated. In my
opinion, this bulletin should be very widely distributed throughout Canada but, of
course, more " —ticularly in the prairie provinces.

I have the honour to be, sir.

Your obedient servant,

Ottawa. March 25. 1913.

J. H. ORISDALE.
Direetor, Dominion Experimental Farmt.
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