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194 THE DAY OP THE CONFEDERACY

they may reside and in pursuance of the laws

thereof."

Tlie result*- of this act were negligible. Its

failure to offer the slave-soldier his freedom was at

once seized upon by critics as evidence of the futil-

ity of the course of the Administration. The sneer

went round that the negro was to be made to fight

for his own captivity. Pollard— whose words,

however, must be taken with a grain of salt— bus

left this account of reciuiting under the new act:

"Two companies of blacks, organized from some

negro vagabonds in Richmond, were allowed to

give balls at the Libby Prison and were exhibited

in fine fresh uniforms on Capitol Square as decoys

to obtain recruits. But the mass of their colored

brethren looked on the parade with unenvious eyes,

and little boys exhibited the early prejudices of

race by pelting the fine uniforms with mud."

Nevertheless both Davis and Lee busied them-

selves in the endeavor to raise black troops. Gov-

ernor Smith cooperated with them. And in the

mind of the President there was no abandonment

of the program of emancipation, which was now

his cardinal policy. Soon after the passage of the

act, he wrote to Smith: "I am happy to receive

your assurance of success (in raising black troops],


