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exceeding seven years ; and further, any person eating or smoking opium shall be 
punished with penal servitude not exceeding three years.

In 1895 China ceded to Japan the Island of Formosa. The bulk of the population 
of that island is still Chinese, numbering about two and a half million. Prior to the 
Japanese occupation, the Formosans were not restricted in their importation and 
use of the drug. It was a commercial matter only. It was estimated that seven per 
cent of the entire population were smokers of opium. The system adopted was one 
of government monopoly, and the method one of ‘ progressive prohibition.’

Strikingly similar has been the action of the United States Government in dealing 
with the opium evil in the Philippines. Under the Spanish law the right to sell opium 
for smoking and other purposes was farmed out in the various provinces to a whole­
sale dealer, who purchased the privileges at a public auction. In 1903 the Philippine 
Commission appointed the committee to which reference has been made. There were 
three members of this committee, one of whom a former Canadian, was the Right 
Reverend Charles 11. Brent, Episcopal Bishop to the Philippines. They were author­
ized to visit the various oriental countries to investigate the measures taken by the 
different governments for the purpose of suppressing the use of opium. One of the 
results of the investigations by this committee was the adoption by Congress in 1905, 
of an Act fixing a duty on crude and manufactured opium imported into the Philip­
pine Islands, giving powers to the Philippine Commission to enact measures to restrict 
or prohibit the importation of opium, and providing that after March 1, 1908, ‘ It shall 
be unlawful to import into the Philippine Islands opium, in whatever form, except by 
the government, and for medicinal purposes only, and at no time shall it be lawful to 
sell opium to any native of the Philippine Islands except for medicinal purposes.’ At 
the present time, therefore, all importation of opium into the Philippine Islands has 
ceased, except for medicinal purposes, and the importation for that purpose is made 
by the government only.

In the United States the importation of opium by the Chinese and trafficking in 
opium in China by United States citizens are prohibited by Act of February 23, 1887 
—an ■ Act to provide for the execution of the provisions of Article 2 of the treaty 
concluded between the United States and the Emperor of China on November 17, 
1880. The section of the Act forbidding the importation of opium by Chinese is as 
follows :—

‘ The importation of opium into any of the ports of the United States by 
any subject of the Emperor of Chinn is hereby prohibited. Every person 
guilty of a violation of the preceding provision shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanour, and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not 
more than five hundred dollars nor less than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment 
for a period of not more than six months nor less than thirty days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.’

By an Act of 1890, such opium as is manufactured in the United States is manu­
factured under the surveillance of officers and agents appointed by the government, 
and by American citizens only. They are obliged to give bonds and sureties for com-


