
thESloric visitto Peking, was able finally
" n policy to thénewnr^,;E(just Japan's ow

tha:^a litiés.
e^; I-^ut nowhere has, the new alignment

e oli,l such a traumatic impact as in North
0 dietnâm. For, suddenly, Hanoi discovered
ekir ) y-^!l that its interests and those of its

stu,o great Communist` allies no longer
e N;,w^Aed. It protested ; Its leading jotir-

t.gh, L, pirblished angry editôrials. Its leaders
ck"urkEof continuing the conflict - if nec-

l,m^s,irv with no outside help. But Hanoi
int iw 1,pew that it no' longer held a strong

g tbfncL It has been argued that the last
dipcéat, Communist offensive in South Viet-

ou^'^ni: Îlaunched in March 1972, was a
E thajor gamble to destroy the government
A.mçSaigon (or at Ieast gain a good bargain-

tha-, pqsition in the talks ahead) before it
wiNs t(jo late.

d kwas close touch with U.S. authorities.
en t^ON

in
ovember 20, Mr. Sharp discussed

arts,these matters with U.S. Secretary of
^Stàte William Rogers in New York, and

e-neihe held further conversations with Mr.
r.n -Rogers during sessions of the North

cAtlântic Council ministerial meeting in
is ^É Brûssels on December 7 and 8. Until
rr_mFthe ceasefire negotiations were con-
t3hat1clûded, it was not possible to know the
;h dterrâs of reference, operating condi-
o:nrr,tions, size, responsibilities, financing
an 4,andj facilities that the new commission
iad( ti4ot i ?d have.
d C j Mr. Sharp emphasized in his state-
ri!:)d.^ulunt of December 3 on the role being
p s^ contemplated for the new commission .
n;,il;thai there was no question of maintain-
led É,^g^eace through the use of arms. If it
emE weré decided to provide Canadian mil-
pa^^itary personnel for the commission, they
if arwo^ld not be a military formation but

;speci.ally-selected individuals who had
p,,the required expertise to observe and

e,l irrepdrt on implementation of the cease-
t,:) Cfire agreement. They would be part of

e°ab^éd observer groups drawn from
c,)}eaçb of the four participating nations -

0Canida, Hungary, Indonesia and Poland.
;uve Elaborating on the points on which
tt?re;Çan'^da sought clarification, Mr. Sharp
nissüSa?d1 during a press conference on No-
piay<ember 21 that it would not be possible
e°er`t`- 17ave a successful supervisory force
ioi r"ünIess you have some international
e:3tp' Id?onty to which to report; you can-
ies 1notihave a successful one that doesn't
ll1^^hsVé clear rules for reporting, because

One may never know. But it can be
surmised that the new attitudes in Peking
and Moscow played a decisive role in
Hanoi's decision to come to terms with
the Americans - these new attitudes as
well as the immense damage done by the
U.S. bombing, the weariness of the people,
the blockade of the ports, and the battle
losses in the South. The bombs did not
weaken the will of the leaders in Hanoi.
Nor did they halt the flow of men and
supplies from the North to the South. But
one need only listen to the domestic
broadcasts of Radio Hanoi to know that
the country has been bombed half a cen-
tury back.

The bitter experience of 1972 is likely
to shape Hanoi's course in the future. It
now knows exactly how far its ^wo great
allies will - or will not - go in supporting

these are the kinds of ambiguities that
have interfered with the successful op-
erations of these kinds of commissions
in the past. . .".

In an interview on the CTV tele-
vision network on November 25, Mr.
Sharp said Canada would insist that
the protocol establishing the conditions
under which the commission would
work be signed by all four belligerents.

He said Canada's purpose for par-
ticipation in any new supervisory ma-
chinery despite the conspicuous lack of
success of the old ICC would be to help
bring the war to an end. "It's the only
condition under which we would par-
ticipate. We have no other interest...".
Mr. Sharp said in the interview it would
be unrealistic to think that the conflict
in Vietnam would be over at the time a
ceasefire was signed and a supervisory
commission appointed. But membership
in a supervisory commission should be
considered very seriously if there was a
chance that a mutually representative
group of observers might reduce the
scale of violence significantly and per-
mit some sort of political settlement.

Mr. Sharp said on both November
21 and 25 that the cost of participation
in a supervisory commission would be
very substantial - in the tens of mil-
li:ons of dollars. But to contribute to
world peace by stopping the bloodshed
in Vietnam would - in the view of the
Government and the Canadian people
- be worth such a price, he declared.


