4

FA

~.-opinion the unanimity of the member states on the essentlals of thelr German
- policy, in the face of the negative results of the second Genéva: ‘Conference.

It also showed an awareness that, while the Council has taken cognizance of
the new threat which exists for the free world in Asia and the Middle East,

. . the problems of Europe are by no means solved and w1ll continue to demand

the close attention of the Councxl

Fmal Commumque

. The North Atlantic Council held its regular December Ministerial Sessmn’
in Paris on the 15th and 16th of December. Member governments were repre-’
senited by Foreign, Defence and Finance Ministers. Dr. Knstmn Gudmundsson :

Foreign Mlmster of Iceland, acted as chamnan

S I ,
The Councﬂ examined and assessed the present international 51tuat10n.

It unanimously welcomed the vigour with which the three Western Mlms-
ters had presented to the second Geneva Conference the proposals. already

- outlined at previous meetings of the North Atlantic Council. These proposals

“aimed at the reunification of Germany through free elections; left the unified

German Government free to choose its own foreign policy and offered a secunty

- pact to the USSR,

- The Council noted with regret:

1. that the U.S.S.R. had repudlated the proposal to negotiate on the reumﬁca-
tion of Germany through free elections, in spite of the dlrectwe agreed at
the first Geneva conference; )

9. that the U.S.S.R. was opposed to any eﬂectlve system for the control of
armaments mcludmg the air inspection plan proposed by Pre51dent Eisen-
- hower;

8. that the U.S.S.R. had given proof of its fear and hostlhty w1th regard to the
free exchange of information between the people of ‘the Soviet - Union and
the free world..

‘The Council declared that the negative outcome of the Geneva Confer-j

~ ence had in no way halted the efforts of the North Atlantic powers to secure’

the reunification of Germany in freedom, such reunification continuing to be.
held by them ‘as an essential condition for the estabhshment of a’ ]ust and

- lasting peace.

The Council reaffirmed that they consider the Covernment of the Federal

" Republic as'the only German Government freely and legitimately constituted

and therefore entitled to speak for Germany as the representatlve of the Ger-

- man people.in international affairs; it is stressed once again that the security

~and welfare of Berlin should be considered as essential elements of the peace

of the free world in the present international situation; it urged the importance’
of consulting further within NATO on the questlon of German reumﬁcatlon‘
and on the situation in Berlin.

The Council also reviewed recent provocative moves and declaratioos b‘f
the Soviet Union regarding the Middle East and- Asia. They recognized that
these tactics, coupled: with a continued increase in Soviet military capablllty

. created new problem; and a new challenge to the Free World.
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