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acoomplished by the Comservative party. 1In giving the contract
to a group of men who made good, it is no idle boest to say that
Canada has tho best and most ably menaged railway system in the
world. I have always boon an advoceate of the C. P. R. I have
had business reolations with the Company covor since it started to
do business and have paid the Company for passenger fares, frcight
and land purchasod over ono hundred thousand dollars. As Reeve
of Rockwood I hcaded a dclegation from the Municipalities of
Gimlh and Rockwood asking for an extonsion of the Stonowall
branch to Gimli and the data we furnished the Company resulted
in tho oxtension boing constructod.

I also usecd my newspeper®along the seme lines and I
can assure you thet the Compeny mede meny sacrifices in giving
special ratcs for carrying out frozon grain and bringing in scod
whoat frecec for the farmors on the Prairics. The C.P.R. is the
only colonization railway that we havec cver hed in Cencda and I
considor that Precsident Beatty is the greatost living Reilway
Manager. The bost solution for the present railwey problem is
to emalgemate the C.P.R. and the C.N.R. under one managoement,
issuc now shares and scttle the question of equalization of
freight rates throughout the Dominion, sccure Government control
of freight ratcs, abolish the Railway Commission and place the
full control under tho Railway Dopartment of the Government. As
fer as tho oxorcisoc of authority now veosted in the Railway
Commission is concecrned, Caneda would in this way be rclioeved
of tho burdon pleced upon it by the Liberal Government in
constructing a third transcontinontal railway boefore it was
nooded. I hopc to sce this finally settled as I believe it will
go & long way in restoring prosperity to Cenada.

Thorec is a pleasant side to my political activities. ;
In all my threo contosts in Rockwood, Lisgar and Kindcrsley I weas
up against huge Liboral majoritics but I had the satisfaction of
scoing the whole three constitucncies elcet Conseorvetives in tho
gonocral olcction which followed four or five ycars later.

In my municipal elcctions in Rockwood I was cleccted
eight timos in succession and I was the first president of tho
Municipal Officors Association of Manitoba. 1In 1891 whon, by a
political vote in the council, the Seed Grain By-law was i
defeated I went to Winnipeg with Mr. Ruthorford and arranged for
the farmers to got scocd grain, and we suppliecd scocd to every
farmer who noecdeod it and the amount borrowed was oveor thirty-
scven thousand dollars. Every man who got seed grain paid for it.
In the next election which followed the six councillors elocted
werc all Conservativeos and the four Libeorals who votod against
the Sced Grain By-law were dofeated and I nover had any more
troublc ovor politics in tho council. I morely rclate this
incident to show you what I was up against but I pullcd through
end I am still going strong although I will be soventy-seven
yoars of ago on tho 2nd of Merch next.

I would like you to tcll Sir R. P. Roblin that I scend
him my kindest rogords and if ho can find it convenicnt to write
me a fow lines I will approciate it vory much. I like to get
lotters although I cannot writc them. I still am able to reoad cs
I leerned tho Moon systom for the blind and I have now rcad cbout
forty volumes on various subjocts. I have a radio and hear all
the political spcochos, sormons and loctures and curront cveonts,

The newspapors also broadcast overy day giving the latest world
nows.

In conclusion, dear friond, therc is once favour I would

like you to do for mec. Whon you go to Ottawa I would like
the Consorvative Mombors of the House of Commons to cithor write
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