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form of a general eleoction. Thie should not, and would not,
involve delay. In 1014 we ooculd have had two general
eleotions befors troops were aotually despatohed. Had we
done 80 I believe much of the disunion whioh afterwards
developed would probably have been avoided.

In 1917 the orisis was even more perilous than at the
outdbreak of war. Had the Government at that time undertaken
to enforoe consoription even in the face of such a orieis
without an appeal to the people there is no telling what might
have happened to this country. In this Dominion we absolutely
must have regard to the composition of our people. I feel
certain that the very assurame of their deing consulted,
a8 can without great inconvenience be doms, will have a steady-
ing and quieting effeot, and will tend rather t0 strengthen

the faith of eaoh seotion in the falrness of their fellow
oitisens and predispose them to joln with the othere in any
Bécessary steps to make certain ultimate security and peace.

The talk about a surrender to Bourases is utter nonsense.
Suoh a mistake arises through oonfusing polioy with procedure.
As you will have obssrved Nr. Bourasea, just as I would have
expected, has not accspted, but rather demounced the course to
whioh I am committed. |
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