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to, result In nothing loss thon s quasi federal rfeplre, 
with the highest authority vested In the Imperial 
Conference; where In ease of dlfferenee Great Britain 
would of noeeeelty, by virtue of her powerful world 
lnfluenoe and world Interests, be the decisive volee; 
while In International affairs she would be nonsldered 
as the only Internationally recognised state of the Group.

Tjet us now consider whether In practice the 
Idea of the unity of the Group has answered Its original 
purpose, or whether matters followed a different oouree, 
as Just Indicated.

The main objects It wae Intended to achieve 
were originally two

1. The recognition of the Dominions as Independent
International states.

I

8. The aseuranoc of the continued existence of the
umpire by united aetion In foreign Policy, 

hat hae become of theee objecte? I think I am not saying 
too much If I maintain that so far nothing more lias been 
attained along the fresh path than a further obscuring of 
the Statue of the Dominions, si d an endangering of any 
desirable oo-operatlon between the Dominions and Great 
Britain.

In order to give you rm opportunity of Judging 
how far 1 am right, I may oite In the tiret plaee the 
following}

firstly concerning our statue :• 
we are Informed In the Preee that In die 

Portuguese senate a question wee asked on tl e 4th lneten t 
concerning our International statue, as the result of a 

statement en the subject which I had recently made In 
parliament. After a certain senator had expreeeed the

eplnlon /...
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