
Februarx 26. 1970Dalhousie GazettePage 10

GERM - educational reform
1) It should allow and encourage 
maximum flexibility so that the

The Sociology 100 situation was into five classes of formal, usually
thrown into the open earlier this boring lectures on five narrow
year. Over 500 students were in fields which they know little about. student can have contact with as
one class, listening to one man. The only new freedom is to okip many different disciplines as pos-
At times, students were invited classes - the only new stimulation sible. and see them in an in
to participate in the class, shout- is in social life. tegrated and related way. This
ing words and ideas. Still, at least would enable him to study sub-
400 students could not take part . o , ;ilirû . t. jects in depth as they become in-
because of time, the size of the .. '^ications of the failuœ of the terestmg t0 him. This would re
room, the number of students and a'te n Lnrt! rnrnt-ni,nd quire sPecial teaching methods
the inhibitions trained into us f rTain^n and organization in order to work
throughout public school.. No one eachmg arrangements are plain m effectively.
knew what the goals of the class theth,§hc fa fn.ltwere and nobody was quite sure P°stufrets and °?knSt
what was being accomplished. of note takers, the small amount of
Some left classe! sure what was timte oncourseworkbyun-
being accomplished. Some left mh° f h students (unmotivated
classes diseusted some elated about their courses at least) and 
A great debate arose on whether the confusion or cyniasm over what 
anything was being learned at all. ' «JT ^

GERM
GERM is a group of students and 

professors interested in making the learn- 
at Dalhousie a more .ing experience 

exciting and vital part of campus life. 
We grapple with questions of relevance, 
of methodological ideas and of strategy.

2) It should also involve several 
kinds of learning situations rather 
than just lectures. It should equip 
the student with skills to take full 
advantage of situations and to en
able him to study in or out of the 
university with maximum effec
tiveness. Since it is not done in the 
high school, we should learn at 
university how to verbally express 
ideas floating around in our heads; 
how to listen to other people's 
ideas and assimilate and use them: 
how to find out what other people's 
ideas are (what kind of questions 
to ask to induce the desire to an
swer; how to find information we 
want on certain subjects in mag- 
aziness. books, microfilms, etc.; 
how to present this information 
coherently and succinctly, verbal
ly or in writing. The answer is not 
to have another course with a $10 
text book on "How to..."

GERM's most important function is to 
come up with ideas on methods of teach
ing university courses - especially in 
undergrad Arts and Science, and to see 
these methods used at Dalhousie.

An atypical situation at Dal? Sit 
in on psychology 100, poli sci 100, 
economics 100, history 100 or any 
other first year class and find out.
Most of them progress more 
definitely and logically than so
ciology 100 but they share two 
basic problems: most students 
are restricted to silent note taking seem designed to do two things: 
or day dreaming and haphazard, give the student a knowledge of the 
minimal study at home and in basic facts so that he can continue 
most cases students have no more studies in that discipline, and give 
than a very vague knowledge of the student a general view, that 
what the course will cover — what particular discipline's perspective 
its objectives are. They are given on the world. The overall Arts and 
a block (1 of 5) of seven months Science program is intended to 
of lectures in a specialized field give the student a smattering of 
hardly knowing what to expect. knowledge in several divergent

fields, with enough specialized 
Imagine a "typical" first year knowledge in one to enable him to 

Arts student, In most cases 1) he find a job. 
has no idea what he wants to spe
cialize in (who knows what sociol
ogy is?) and 2) he has been boxed 
in, talked to. disciplined, ordered cafeteria style along with a number 
about, pushed into mark-seeking of other unrelated courses is too 
in high school, and he is perhaps restrictive and inadequate, espe- 
a little excited and apprehensive cially at the start of a "liberal 
about the prospects of the free and education". The goals of a univer- 
stimulating atmosphere of univer- sity education must coincide with 
sity — "where education really is the goals of the students involved, 
the goal" after all. as well as society. Therefore, the

first year program at Dalhousie 
Instead of a free and stimulating must accomplish at least two 

atmosphere, freshmen are forced things:

Relevance of course material and 
of course structure (method of 
teaching) are interlocked with per
sonal motivation as the main areas 
where solutions must be tried in 
terms of a new undergraduate pro
gram. Most first year classes now

Our office (216 SUB) is open 11:30 - 
2:30 on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. We have brainstorming sessions 
Thursday evenings at 6:00.

Please come if you have any ideas.

Essentially we are here to ac
quire knowledge, to improve our 
thinking processes and to be able 
to use both. "Use" means in part 
relating these ideas to other hu
mans. Acquisition only comes 
through communication with other 
people.

"Want to be warm this winter ? Why not drop into our 
new location at 6266 Quinpool Road and look over our 
fine selection of Duffle coats - leather and suede coats 
with zip-in pile linings - pile-lined rawhide and corduroy 
jackets - or warm, light-weight ski jackets.

Courses delivered “en bloc", 
restricted to one field and selected

Our ideas involve an attempt 
to make learning more alive and 
interesting. GERM is caught up in 
trying to find answers to this prob
lem - we want to find structures 
which will realize these goals.

All reduced by 20%
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8-TRACK TAPESCASSETTES
6266 Quinpoof PoaJ Pkonr. 423-6714

e Modular Stereo. HALIFAX, 

NOVA SCOTIA 

TEL. 422-4520

LORD NELSON
• Amplifier Speakers

• Tape Decks
SHOPPING

ARCADEMsnr• Cassette Decks

• Changers

m• Black and white and colors TV 
sales and service

TX• Black and white TV rentals, 
$4 weekly, $ 12.50 monthly

• Color TV rentals
$15 weekly, $25 monthly 10% off To All Dalhousie 

& Kings College 
StudentsCOLOR T.V. SALES & SERVICE

ARGYLE T.V. 
SALES & SERVICE The biggest and best selection in town.

If there is a tape, cassette or record which we do not have in 
will be very happy to order it for you at no extra charge.

stock we

2063 GOTTINGEN ST. HALIFAX, N.S.

TEL: 422-5930

10% STUDENT DISCOUNT 
ON MERCHANDISE

GIFTSRECORDS


