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Music In the Far West
By J. D. A. TRIPPTexpect much in a musical way at this stage in tbe development of

that part of the Great Dominion, west of the Rockies, would be

somewhat unreasonable as it is quite within the memory of most

of us that the city which is to be one of the greatest, if not the

greatest, of tbe Canadian cities, was visited by a fine which lef t pnactically

nothing, and when there was no railroad to bring foreign artists and concert

companies to these shores. Able men in different lines of the musical pro-

fession came in those days but left again for towns farther East, where there

was .somne encouragement, and where they might gain a respectable livelihood
by teaching.

Music, then, naturally, f eh into the hands of enthusiastic amateurs who

worked tooth-and-nail to keep Music alive, and to create something in the

way of diversion and entertainiment in the place before tbe days of picture
shows and various othler formis of amusement.

With the development of the great North Country money began to pour

in and the concert agencies wene not slow i*n recugnizing the fact that in

Victoria and Vancouver there were elements that would surely support somie-

thing more than the efforts of musical amateurs, and to-day the latter place

is known as one of the best ententainment towns in America.

The musical situation, strictly speakçing, is about on a par with most other

situations, and there is plenty of room for development. The cities have

increased so very rapidly in population, and there bas beeni so little cobesion

existing among the best musical forces, that one finds it rather difficnlt to

discoven mnuch of what might be tenmed "a nmusical atmosphene."

Efforts have been made f rom time to time to establish orchestras, and

teaching institutions, but at present there are none such held in any respect by

the musical people, We have, in Vancouver, several capable specialists witb

international reputations, who occupy the enviable position of being amnong

the best on the continent.
These masters have a large clientele, and their pupils appear in public

concerts fnom time to time with much credit to themselves and thein teachers.

One of the most promninent of the local musicians was far-seeing enougb

to secuire a charter, recently, for a large conservatory of music, with a

capital of one bundred thousand dollars, and he bas a nuimber of public-

spirited citizens signed up on bis directorate.
When this institution can be properly supported the enterprise will, no

doubt, be lau-nched on a scale that will mnake it of great valuie and a credit

to the city an-d province. It is to be regretted, but nevertheless truc, that

local concerts of niuch excellence are not well patronized by our citizens

froni the mother country, for the reason that they do not think anything out-

side of the British TIses is worthy of their consideration.
Vancouver bas its vocal Society, musical society, two maIe choirs, and

&-zreli~'lent church choirs. Victoria bas its choral Society, musical

respects one of the world's most eminent
'cellists. Mr. Gustave Labelle well inherited
his distinction on the 'cello from bis distin-
guished father in Montreal. Leo Smith, the
scholarly Englishman, is a real interpreter of
'cello music and a fine type of the cultivated
English musician. Mr. J. B. Dubois bas beën
known for many years in Montreal as a true

artist, and is now leader of the Dubois string
quartette., Mr. George Bruce is one of tbe

few Scotchmefl who have mastered an instru-
ment s0 unlike the bagpipç. Dr. Fred. Nicolai,
the Belgian in the Toronto String Quartette,
bas for somne years been one of the best-

known 'cello-players in Canada. Paul Hahn,

Who plays tbe 'cello more because hie likes it

than because of any strictly professional con-

nection, is by no means an amateur.
Chamber, music, which dçpends so vitally

apon the 'cello for a foundation, bas begun

to be a recognized permanent form of art in

this country. Montreal became addicted to

this earlier than Toronto, largely owing to

the cultivated enthusiasm of a few French-
Canadians and BelgianS. The Dubois Quar-

tette is now the leading establisbied organiza-

tioni of that kind in Eastern Canada. In To-
ronto tbe first permanent chamiber music corps

was tbe Toronto String Quartette, following
a brief seasoni or two by a quartette under

direction of Herr Klngýenfeldt, For six

semsons now these four players bave beeni

developing a refined ensemble'and a mlost ex-

tenisive repertoire. Tbe Brahms Trio, Messrs.

Richard Tattersaîl and George Bruce and Miss

Nora Hayes, gave a successftil sieason or twý,o.

The Hamýbourg Trio came next, Messrs. Janl

Hambourg, Paul Hahn and Ricbard Tatter-

sail. The H4ambourg Concert Society is the

latest arrivaI, Messrs. Tan and Boris Hlam-

bourg and Mliss Mlary Campbell, of wbîcbi

more will be known whien thieir series of his-

torie recitals begins later this month.
And the viola mutst not be overlooked. This

heautiful instrument, so luch like the vicilin,
is not tauigbt by miany people. The leading
exponient of the viola in, mliddle Canlada at
least is Mr. Frank C. Smith, of the Toronto
String Quartette. Neither miust it bc
imagined that playing "second fiddle" weIl can
bc done by any but a real artist.
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