
of the great engineering undertakings of the world,
this channel.

Wbere were the three block-houses whose loop-
boles used to, threaten any hostile one who should
dare set foot on this sentinel island of Bois Blanc?
Where were the sentries, in old-fashioned stock and
cap, whose measured tread seemed to keep time
with the oars of the picket boat that went to and
fro across t>e stream to the officiai red storehouse
at Amherstburg three times a day? Gone, two of
them at least, with the stockades and bastions and
cannons of the main Fort Malden. True, the light-
bouse on the point of the Island overlooking Lake
Erie stili remained. "The snowy light-house, with
its sanded shore," which Sangster's poetic eye
singled out for a feature of bis Evening Scene.
But the glades wbere we picked bernies, and tbe
red-leaved sumach bushes whence we cut pop-gun
wood are ruthlessly cleared away, to be replaced
by dancing pavilions and refreshment booths for
thie thousands of Sunday merry-makers fromn De-
troit, who sing German songs and drink Milwaukee
lager on what a money-makîng modern amusement
Company calis, in advertising print, Boblo Island,
in defiance of bistoric f act as well as literary good
taste.

Elliott's Point, where the river empties in Lake
Erie, was the culmination of a curved bank wbicb
made tbe littie bay it enclosed so charming. A mile
above, there were maples and locust trees at Park's,
succeeded by gloomy fir trees sbading fragrant
sweet-brier at Squire Reynolds', taîl poplars at
Duff's leading up to the grove of enormous walnut
trees and elms that waved tbeir spreading branches,
on Elliott's Point, opposite the ligbt-bouse. Not
knowing it at the time, I can now sec tbat the
landscape beauty of tbis mile of wooded beach,
margining the waters of a sbeltered bay, was wbat
made us youngsters so oftenprefer it in our even-
ing strolîs or canoe, trips witb tbe girls.

Many pens bave celebrated this Iovely view, and
manyv visitons have tried, oftenest in vain, to de-
scribec the gorgeous pageantry of the Western skies
wben the sun went down bebind tbe shores of
Michigan, miles away, flooding eantb and water
witb a radiancy of colour,

Setting the calmu horizon ahl ablaze
With splendours stolen f rom the crypts of beaven.

L-ooking from Elliott's Point intoý Lake trie,
or from the town down the British river channel
into the lake, it was a brave sigbt to see, in early
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September, the f ail fleet of grain vessels f romn
Buffalo clustered outside the mouth of the river.
Fifty, seventy, a hundred in number, impelled by a

south or west wind, these white-sailed messengers
of commerce would press forward, each captain

anxious to pass the intricate and often sballow

channel of the- river by daylight and reach Chicago

ahead of bis nival. Regardless of the risk of

grounding-caneless of collision with a hurrying
neighbour, great or small, these splendid, square-
rigged three-masters, brigantines and swift fore-

and-aft schooners would press on through the nar-

row water-way, contracted bere by the Bois Blanc

Island. Excited, reckless, raging wben bis taffrail
was crushed by a swifter following schooner or bis

bowsprit broken by a.huge brigantine crossing bis

bows, one captain would let fly his opinions of

another in nautical language that affrighted even
the smnall boys on shore.

It was a yacht race on a great scale.
No sucb sigbt can now-a-days be seen, for the

picturesqueness of the Great Lakes marine is gone.

Iiistead of graceful hulîs of green, of grey, of
white witb a gold stripe, carrying square-rigged
canvas up to "royals" and sky-scnapens, or the many
stay-sails of the more handy fore-and-af t rig, the
grain and ore carriers of to-day are for the most
part vast and unshapely tanks, of steel, ahl length
and no shape, painted black and belcliing smoke.
But tbey carry a bundred tbousand bushels where
the wooden-vessel carried ten-and there is no
room or time for gracefulness.

1The liuge excavation tbrough limestone rock,
made to accommodate these modern monsters and
named the Livingstone Channel, is nearly opposite
the site of old Fort Malden. The accompanying
picture, taken while the work was in progress,
shows the piles of rock removed f romi the river-bed,
and still remaining a feature of the landscape for
miles. The cutting is made to give deptb of 24 f eet
water to a widtb of 400 feet. A grand celebration
and procession of boats took place last autumn
when this wonderful channel was opened for traffic.

The town, Amberstburg, was 1so named after
Jeffrey Amherst, Governor of New York State.
Hie it was who empowered Robert Rogers, com-
mander of Rogers' Rangers, to raise this body of
men, who became so, well known in the early bistory
of the new Republic. It was the saine intrepid
Robert Rogers wbo, in 1760, canried the news of
Canada's cession to the British Crown, to the then
French government at Detroit.

"A Phase of Centralism
A Reply-to Professor Kylie

By GEORGE CHARLESON

ALL must admire tbe very thougbtful tone ofProf. Kylie's article in the CouRiEI of
January 25t1a on "A Phase of Imperialism,"
but believers ini Canadian autonomy and in

the ideal of a Canadian nation within a Britannic
empire must challenge a number of bis arguments,
and question many of bis comparisons.

Befone this so-called question of Impeniaiism can
be propenly discussed at ail, it is necessary to ne-
cognize that the British Empire, as it bas developed,
is sometbing new and unprecedented, and that
miany ordinary mnaxîms wbicb applied perfectly to
other empires, do not bold at ail when applied to
thiýs one. Indeed, the British Empire is so dif-
ferent from the Persian, the Roman, the Napoleonic,
the Russian or any other empire, ancient or modern,
that, were it not for iack of a better term, it sbould
flot he called an empire at aIl. The essential point
about the ordinary empire is that autbority is cen-
tralized; the wonderful thing about the Britisb Em-
pire is that, wbile in portions of it like the Bnitish
North Arnericn dominions, the Australian domin-
ions, or the South Afrkcan union, local consolidation
and centralization bave taken place, the empire as
a whole bas becoine steadily less centralized, as it
bas become more populous, more wealtby and, I

pire. "One person will bave to accept advice fromn
five sets o -f responsible ministers, and wben their
opinions diffen, hie will, according to bis duty as a
constitutional monarcli, have to accept them ail."
That would seem at first siglit to be an absurd state
of affairs, but it is exactly the state of affairs we
have now, and yet the British Empire is staggering
along very successfully. The advice accepted by
the King through the Governor-General of Aus-
trahia may be quite opposed to the advice he accepts
tbrougb the Governor-General of Canada. For in-
stance, the Government of Australa bas decided on
an Australian navy, and the act creating it lias ne-
ceived the royal assent; wbereas in Canada, the
Governor-General seems likely to give bis assent to
one act contnibutling $35,000,000 to the British navy,
and to another doing away with the small navy
Canada bas already acquired. It nxigbt be objected
that the British Government bas the power to dis-
allow acts passed by the Canadian or Australian
parliament; but, as a mnatter of f net, it no longer
exercises this power. To ail intents and purposes,
the imperial veto of the legislation of any of the
large dominions is as dead as the royal veto is in
England. Precedent is a mighty force in the de-
velopment of the British constitution, and a prece-
A-i 1- hvpn qi-t in thiis case ini favour of local

ade no serious attempt to co-operate. It is not
:cessary to go furtber, except to state that there
a serious objection to every one of the illustra-

ons used in connection writh this point.
The statement that "the empire to be an efficient

ait must have a common government," inight seem
first sight to, be unassailable; but there is too

uch about it that is indefinite to allow it to pass
nchallenged. When the centralist makes state-
ents like this, bie should explain what kind of
nit be contemplates, and for what purpose hie
ants it. If bie bas in view such a union of the
.fferent parts of the empire as that into which
lassacbusetts entened in 1776, or that in wbicb
'ova Scotia was încluded in 1867, it may as well
e said at once that such a union is undesirable.
f it were consummated, and it were attempted to
npose on the members such restrictions as are
ow placed on the provinces of Canada, or the
Lates of the American Republic, the union would
nevitably f ail to pieces. Massacbusetts and the
ther States of the American Union are so situated
'eographically that tbey form a natural union
ýithin whicb it is advisable to give a central gov-
rnment very large powers. But the units of the
3ritish Empire are scattered all around the globe.
'bey have many things in common, but in many
espects tbey diff er so much that they cannot reason-
bly be compared with the States of the American
Union. As one illustration it may safely be asserted
bat no statesman, bowever astute, could f rame a
ariff to suit ahl parts of the empire, any more than
Mir. Bonar Law bas been able to propose a tax on
whbeat whicb will meet witb the approval of the
Englisb workingman wbo wants cbeap bread. No
facts are more stubborn than those of geography,
and the statesman who would devise a wise con-
stitution for the Britannic Empire must keep tbiem
in mînd.

IT is not surprising that some do not see bow the
empire is going to last and be strong witbout

centralîzation. OnIy sixty years ago responsible
British statesmen believed that the growtb of self-
government in the colonies would înevitably lead
to tbeir separation f romn the mother country. As
the boy left bis parents'- home after reacbing man-
hood, so the colony after reacbing maturity would,
as a matter of course, become independent. But
somnetbing bas happened for wbîch tbere was no
precedent. The colonies, instead of becoming in-
dependent, or desiring independence, have become
more satisfied witb their lot, and more attached to
the empire, as tbey bave won greater f reedom f romn
interference fnom the central governent. This
graduai evolution bas not been completed , and no
one can tell just wbat its final outcome will be.
But the autonomist believes that a final organiza-
tion wihl be found wbicb will keep the empire
strong and contented, witbout sacrificing the powers
of self-government we bave secured at so great
pnice. There may be no precedent for such a belief,
but there is no precedent for the empire as it is.
The great danger is not that we shahl go too slowly
in making changes, but that rash centnalîsts wîll
induce us to go too rast and to commit ourselves
to scbemnes in keeping witb old-world ideas of em-
pires, but out of barmony witb this new style of
empire which is taking shape in the world.

Little need be said about the proposai to bave a
Canadian representative on the Impenial Defence
Committee, if it wene fnot for the undue importance
attacbed to, it by sucli centralists as Sir joseph
Ward, of New Zealand, wbo sees in it a first step
towards an Imiperial Parhiament. As long as the
powers of the Defence Committee remairr what
tbey are, a Canadian member of it, as sucb,.can
have littie or no influence on foreign policy, since,
in the words of the Hon. Mn. Asquith and the lion.
Mn. Harcourt, "The Committee on Imperial De-
fence is a purely advisory body, and is not and
can flot under any circumstances become a body de-
ciding on policy, wbich is and must remain the sole
prerogative of the cabinet, subject to the support
of the Commnons!"

Spurjous Maple Sugar
A DEPUTATION of maple sugar mnanufactuers

nrepresentingz the maple sugar industry in ail
the eastern provinces, waited on the Hlon. Martin
Burrell, Minister of Agriculture, and the Hon.
W. B. Nantel, Minister of Inland Revenue, re-
ceintly, and asked that the industry be protected
against the f ree use of comipounds bearing the word
"ýMaple."

The members of the deputation stated that the
industry was in senious danger by reason of the
great number of flavourings and essences sold in
the Canadian markcet as «Mapie" which bhad neyer
been ini any way related to sap of the maple trec.


