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SYNOPSIS-
Horatto prldham la a noveau-riche,

with a son Laurie, and two daughte's,
Agnes, quiet and meserved, and Theodora
more or less a tomboy. Mrs. Prîdham
makes plans to get themn ail Weil mer-
rled. A former scliool friend of Theo
goes to stay wlth the Pridhams, Sup-
posedly as a goVemnaesa for Theo. She

and Laurle are ln love. The household
is startIed b>' the runour of the murder
of lsbeth Bainton. Fenael1a--duriflg the
uight-has seen her inweethe&rt ln the

haIl In bis baud was an antique dagger
whIch was a curio. Penella le suspected,
and rune away, mather than give ber
lover away.

OHAPTER VL

1rhbe ntxtb nene is that which makes
un susceptible ta the neariiens of
someone 0,r sometbing matemial, or

tangible, iwbose presnce affects us,
tbough uot througb the seuses of nee-

iug, beamiug, tastiug, smelluIng or feel-
Ing.

S OMEONEÀ tnpped lightly on the
C)open door and Mril Bainton found

she lad another visitor, and this
time the fjesb girlhood Whlcb euitered

ber Cottage brougbt a , mile o! wel-

come ta the witbered old face.
"Yen, I'm Mme. Balutoil. WJIIl you

be pleaned to take a seat, Miss, and
excuse my -not rlnlng, as rve lost thn
po-wer lu my limbe."

Fenella Iooked round the littîs room.
"You are quite alone bere. 1 thougît
-I felt sure that someone I know wns
wit you!"

"Ah, it's my Liz you expected ta

see. Sbe'n lad an accident, Miss, and
tbey've taken ber to the hospital. 1

dou't quite kuow the rigîts o! It, but

1 faucy lt's uothlug serions. Sbe

would be eorry to be away wheu you
came."

The sympatby deepeued iu Fenella's
eyes, witb tbe knowledge that the old
womau had yet te learn of ber bemeave-
ment.

"No, I did Dot comne to see poor Liz.»
Sbe scarcely knew how te frame the

question which was foremont lu ber

mind. "I was looklug for a frleud who

la lu trouble. 1 had a feeling I should
flnd hlm bers."

"Ah! ne dotubt yo Ime meaning the

youug gentleman who came lu not ten

minutes ago. I-1e mat there and draub
seme milk and ate a cruat. Me sbould

not be left wandering about so 111 am

be le, aud I hope you'Il take hlm ba-b

te hie owui home before anything
werse sbould happen ta himu."

"Auythtug worse!" Fenella edboed

and moved away towards the deoi
again. "Can yen tell me wblch wa3
lie wemit, Mt's. Balnton?"

"Straight across the wilderness
Miss. I watehed hlmi tili 1 lest sigh
of hlm anionget the trees. Perhapi
you'me the lady be left the muessagi
for."

"Wbat did he say?"
"'If you ses Fen>ella,' he sa1d-"alq

through these laet bours of mlsery.
The Laurle, whose watchword was
"Duty first," was the man lu wbom
she bad Implicit falth. Hîn message
revealed hlm, uucbauged, one to wbom
honour was more preclous than ny-
thlug else ou eartb and to, whom deatl
would be prefervible to, dIsgrace.

Witt a mute gentume of fnmewell to
the old womau-words wouid not
come, though Fenella would fain have
spoken sometblug lu kînduess aud
consolatou-abesped ou agalu, acros
the mougli land, and pursued a track
amougst the trees, ouly perceptible by
the trampled uudergrowth bere and
there, or a brokeil low-growlug
bmanel.

She fouud berseif nurrouuded bY
the pinen, ou ail siden tbe great stemas
toweriug upwards. The silence o! the
place and the mouotony of the scene
might bave been oppressive aud be-
wîlderiug to any other wauderel'
amongst tbem. Not so to Fenella ou1
ber present qUent. Sbe neyer hesl-

tnted, but presned on witb unerminlg
intuition, drawu by a beckontug In-

visible baud, b er eyee briglit witb the

excitemeut of ber pursuit, ber lps

pamted witb qulck, pantiug breatbn.
And ever and anon sbe whlnpered 10w,

"Laurie, Laurle 1" and lu the qutverlflg
summer a Ir, iu the munIe o! the forent

solitude, she beard bis canU, "Fenelîn,
1 wa.ut yoli."

ýSuddeuly nhe ntood stili. 1le was

there, ouly a few yards away from

hiem, movlug with uncertalu etepn,

sometimes stretcbiug out bis bauds
to stendy himsel! against a tree-truuk,
and the slautiug rays of sunlight
showeLd bis ntrl<tken, altered face.

LJ AURIE, Laure!"Thstmth
L.~wordn rang out clear, love snd

tenderness lu their appeal, aud

lie turued towards ber at once saying,
"Fenella, I waut you.Y

It was like the fulfllmen't of an eft-

repeated dream. Sbe shipped ber
baud tbrough bis arm aud drew hlm

wtb ber, wblle retracing ber way
tbrough the trees. Sub-COfl5Oiously
she had fixed on ber miud certain
laudmarks, eucb as a buge ant-beap
or a cluster of moustrous fungi, by

whicb she eould regain the open rond,
and as tbey weut together slowly,
Laurle clasped tlghtly the baud which
led hlm ou, as If he feared to lose It.

Feuella's eyes grew 'wide with un-

deflued alarm as they rented ou bis
btnod-stained shirt cuif. 11er lips

4-,1-1e hbt -with marvellous self-

appear. Your clothes are tomn and so
muddy."

"Are they?" he querled unCOn-
cernedlY.

"1What hapýpened to you, Laurie?
Did you have an accident?"

,11 corn't remember-but, Fen, are

This rond doesn't seem to me lIke
HlounsOW."

"'It's the main rond whlch leads
home to Spinuey Chase," she told hîm
and then regretted ber words, for his
face became suffused wltb excite*
ment.

'«Fen, you're, trying to deceive me.
I'm goiug on parade; nothlng shall
preveut me." Wlth that he broke
from ber and, mn towards the woods.
Fenella, spmaug after him and ciung
to hlm. "Laurie, 1 imploreyou to,
come wlth me. MI'iltake you safely
there--Iudeed, lndeed I will."

H E tmied to shake off er detaning
hbande, rnutteiiug stIlI, 11I muet
go on-duty frt-"

And while Fenella strove to turn
1dm from bis resolution to me-enter
the wood, a girl who bad been cycling
along the rond aihd bad watched
Laurie break from hie compaulon,
who pursued hlm, rode up to tbem and
aiighted.

"Mr. Pridham? 1 eau scareely be-

leve my eyes," the uswcomer ex-
climed, ýas she recoguized the bat-
less man. Her gaze travelled lu cold
and rather insolent Inquiry to
Fenella, vvho had again taken hold of
Laurie's arm.

,,Mr. Pmidbam. has bad a bad fal

and hurt bis arme" Fenella expliled
ln level toues which suggested that
delay ou quentionlflg would lbe iuex-
pedieut. Sallie ~Maueverer's easîly-
aroused Jealousy forced her to ignore
Fenella's hint and she annouuced
wltb additloual cooluess, "H1e looks an
If he had doue more than burt bI

aerm. Shall I ride ou and send some-
one to help hlm?'

"~No, thauk you." Feuella's resolute
air sumprised and daunted Sallie, who
thought of the other girl only vaguely
an Theo Prldbam's littie companion,
fmom whoum nIe-Saillie Mauleverer-
expected a certain show of defemeu e.
"Lt le no dintance from here. Laumie
and I will be there lu a few minutes
Dow,"

.'~laurle aud 1!" Saille stared at
the words, meutally annlhllatlng tliis
self-posgessed youug woman who,
without furthem discussion, began to
walk on towards the Chase, her baud
stili llnked through Lauire's arm.
lhe momentary excîtemeut had pass-
ed, aud now he neemed to recoguize
bIs own weakness and fatigue, for le
ebanged the Position of lier baud, so
as to beau upon ber for support,
murmurlng, 'Tve lost my bearings
noimehow, Feu, darllug, and must

*trust to you. You will lead me
stralght 1 kuow and get me there lu
tlxnie."

"1 Laurie and L' lndeed!" Sallue re-
*peated aloud, adding mentally, 'l'he

lmpertinence of that gll-pushlug,
forward, littie nobody. I shall certain-
ly wamu Mms. Prldb-am about ber. I

1 sliould uncommonly like to know
.what sbe's dolng out lere alone wltb
tiLaurle Pmldbam-iusteftd of lookiug

nfter Tbeo as sbe's paid to do."
t Considerably iuceused and mysti-
e fied by tits peculiar meeting lu the
o rond, Sallie cycled homewards whlle
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