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In reply to your request that I contribute an article

Christmas number, I will state that it is with assurances of
pleasure that I do so.

NEIL MÀlcPHATTER, M,D.C.M.. F.R.C.S.

to your
singular

During my visit through
Western Canada, I w"as amazed
at the boundless possibilities of
the country; its vast geographi-
cal. extent; its magnificent
prairie Provinces with golden

~ganwaving tasseled heads in
abundance over undulating
plains *; the wonderful timber
and minerai resources ail appeal-
cd to my bewildered imagina-
tion. Here surely in years to
come, countless millions of
people will dwell contented and
happy, "rich in alI the great
concerns and activities of life.
Ilere, too, the politicalý destiny
of this great Nation, eventually,
and before many. décades, wil
be controlled. It is in this spirit
of belief, that I venture to
assume the responsibility of

stating my opinions -upon s0
important a subject.

Thiere are crucial periods ini the history of Nations, as of indi-

viduais, wien decisions made in a moment may be fraught with

consquecesaffecting ail future years; a tîrne when the tide,

whcitaken at the flood leads on to fortune, may be stopped in its

onward flow, and shoals and misery be the result of a wrong

decisi'n-of lost opportunities-of auspicions circumstances neg-

iected which neyer again present an open sesame to the goal of

suiccess.

Sûch a conjecture-sucli a combination-of circumstances-now

present themseives, not to Canada alone, but to the whole vast

Empire of which it forms so important a part. Canada is now

Standing, Janus-like, at the threshold of new conditions, with the

past and future in fulil view. A past replete witli achievement and

flushied with glory--a future so bright with 'promise of the good

thing s to come, that our most sanguine expectations must seeim

reasonable-our dreàim of future greatness no mirage, no ignis

fatuus of a vain-glorious nîind, but an anticipation based upon Sound

judgment and logical'inferences.

But bright as the' future of Canada is with promise, the beacon-

lighits of history warn us, that giowing prospects are no pledges of

continued suceess, no guarantee against disaster. Canada's future

prosperity, whiie contingent more or iess upon uriforeseeii circum-

stances, will be in-a large measure made or marred by ourselves.

We are the architects of our own fortunes, and it behooves us to s0

plan and construct the edifice that it may prove itself sound and

substantiai to those who foiiow after and enjoy the fruits of our

labor.

The period at whicli we have arrived ini our history is critical.

It is incumbent tîpon tis lu consider %vell the sigtis of the times and

L)eemnewihr ea- teIiig. \Vhile protjd of our position

as a most- important member of the Great British Empire, thiere is

hiuch to be desired ini the relations of C'anada with the Empire.

1 feel that the ties of syilathy, a common origin, a history wvhose

glories of achievemrent wc also share. w0gether witli the poliiical

bond now uniting lis t the mnotherland(, are iî 4 enougli. 1 feel that

w e and the other seif-govcriig nations constitiitiilg the Empire

mutst be drawn dloser to-etlier, or we n-fiay drift apart-that the ties

of love and svnmpathy and the frail political bonds now existing inn-t

be strengtliened,, juade. iiidi--s luhle by an union, a consolidationi (f

tlie varions inembers, uf the \'ast Imîperial dumain, %wicli %vill.

constitute Canada as an integral part of it as the British Isies now,
are. Such a wished for consummation is no doubt difficuit tg"

achieve. The different tariff regulations of the various member!r7
of this prospective confederation is perhaps the most seriouâ,

obstacle that bars the way to Imperial Federation. BuEit, surely,

when we estimate the immense advantages to be secured by such

a union, the magnitude of the interests invoived, the.ý unrivalled

opportunities it would give, as the greatest of world powers, ii*

moulding and directing the destinies of humanity to higher aimý"

and nobler ambitions-su reiy, 1 repeat, it would be worth white,

making a few sacrifices to attain so magnificent a resuit.

But, I firmiy believe that the few mutual concessions màadiý

to secure so grand a desideratumn would resuit in financial

not loss; would increase our commerce, not diminish it; for w14

partialiy, perhaps, restricting our trade with the world at large,, iii,'

would iâtroduce practicaily unrestricted trade between the nationi.

forming the vast reconstructed British Empire.

A former Governor-General of one of the Australiau conMm

wealth's, in a public-address he made a f ew Weeks ago in Londons*

that within fifty years the capital of the British Empire would bel

Ottawa. While. we Canadians are too modest to make suth'aprçiî

diction ourselves, at our present rate of increase çf population, gi

the expiration of the five decades referred to, the polilatiQ Of>

Canada will probably approximate, closely to the presènt pôpu1îti

of the British Isies. Then, indeed, Ottawa would- be .the cé#îtV*

the British Empire, both as to population and location-a coe

converging point. where the representatives from' Australia,

and other portions of the grand confederation could assemble

legisiate for the vast domain. But this, gentleméti, is tlhe driiiti

a patriotic, titled Englishman, who has discarded bis insularpip

judices, and takes a more.expansive view of British,çt
that circumscribed by the tight littie Island.

Flattering as the ex-Colonial Governor's proleptie stat è.
to Canadians, 1, for one, do flot hope' or wish.for such an .

our country. London will doubtless remain the-political, ullasi i'

wiil be, the sentimental capital of the British Empire., Tho4a

the mother country the history of our race bas bcen,,enactçd 4.
twenty centuries;,there our forefathers fought and bled and'âtrvy
always forging ahead by slow increments of change, lcavinbg'u

finally a heritage of constitutional government, and the freqt

best instiiutimns in the world. In London, if ahywhere, the.,grme

council of the Empire, representing the general interetsot

congeries of nations constituting the British Confederation,çou4

assemble and enact iaws for the common interests of the. Eimp!

which wouid have a dominating influence among the nation~s of'th

world.
Powerful as the Empire is now, its power and influence

be greatiy increased were the ties binding its constituent m:iSbeil ,

drawn dloser together; were the bonds of sentiment and syffpa 7,

augmented by dloser political union and. increased inutual, iit tet
All this, however, wili come in good time,, for I have ana"sur,
faith that the greatest days of the British Empire are stilil.t

future. The full possibilities of that future we can scarcelylii

as yét-we can only conjecture of'the wonderful power of an emàpireâ

composed of a haîf-dozen vigorous nations, bound together bY..th#ý

ties of kinship and common interests. The world having neverl.-

witnessed sucli a unnon-such a combination of Tita 'nic buman forces.',

directed towards a common end, cannot realize its import nor esti-.

mate its influence ini working ont the destiny of the human race. In,

the not distant future of thiis consolidated empire there will be no

Germati scare, no question raised as to naval or commercial suprenm-,

acy; and, powerful eniotigh to defy aggression, to override oppoq-,

ition whiereN-er it confronts us, our veto will disarrh warring nations.

and introduce an era of peace and good will among the nations of'

the earth.
Before the end of this century, Canada, Australia and South.

Africa will be fourni approaching the stage'of national power and'

(Continued on Page 9).
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