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Fort.Whoopup and the Old Tradersi
11,11 F1By Mmx McD. imiiiu

EFORE the Canadian -Pacifie Rail-Bway, condrxieted a viaduct acrosaBthe. BeIIy River, at Lethbridge lu
SotenAlberta, the. -westbouud train

on theCrow's Nest brancii, zig-zaggiug
garosa sloughs, wiggling link by link,
lik a measuring worm around deep eut
ravines, crawled ac&=ss tweuty vooden
brdgs in the St. Mary'. river bottoin
ere it reaciied the Blood Reserve of the.
Blackfeet Indians. The traveller, peer-
ing througii the coach wludow at the.
browued Mils e tiite north sudhavn
mea of prairie to the southfeatt
civilization la reeeding fariersd'ar -
ther rearward, aud thamt tefeucelesa
flelde of the bâat vest have bnrahd
An owi flops up frein a knoU byte
roadaide, sud buzzards sud eagles are
lilting oveniiead lu a sort of dreary en-
joymeut of desolation. A loue coyote la,
retreating beyond'the hills, sud equines
of non de script breeding, with patches
of whito sud brovu for coloring, are
feediug et lutervala OU' thiejrariezgraus
Indian encampienta ,with lankete4-
braves aud red-skrteda qi- ava lounging
againt-the white teepees qnly increase
the. imprcusion of utter primtivenesa.

iu 1867 gold vas uncoveredlunLaat
Chance gulcii, Montana, sud wbat la
now the.'main -street cf Helena, the.
capital of the. state, was merely the.
chief artery of the flow of gleaming yel-
low metal, the pay streak of Lest
Chance gulcii

AU Western Canada once reeeived lta'
supplies from Fort Bouton, the. end of
navigation- on the »siouri river, and1
Fort Benton's only reasen for existing
ît al lu theo firit, plae vas that the.
iiead, of navigation neceasarily vas the
distributing -point for all the. miniug
towus iu the. mounitalus. 1.
ýIt la quit. generally believed that

Southeru Alberta was first.penetrated
by,.whitemen wiio sougiit trade, amoug
the. Indiens, but pione placer minera
cf Montana tell of adventurous sud
restiese prospectors who left the Mliuing
camps at Helens, sud travelled north
and west, ."pauniug" every stream lu
search of anothor Laut Chance deposit
cf placer gold. Tiiese prospectera,, r.-
turniug, told cf failure lu tiieir que'st
for- gold, but rolated tales, of vast
prairies where buffalos made their breed-

iggrounds sud viiere their skina could
hosecured .frorn the Indiafis.. Soon

traders followed in the footatepa of the
prospecters, allured by the. atonies of
the. wealth cf furs aud the limitless
range. These traders eutered the coun-
try f rom Fort Bouton aud debauched the
Indiana witii whisky, but tiiey did net
obtain possession cf the. land without
many a hard fougiit fi ght with the
aborigines. Ail the. country, et that
time from the. Cypress Hils te the
Rockies was controlled by the. Blackfeet
Indiens, but1 their activities ceutered
around trading posta wiiich hiad been
ostablished #t Wioopup, Stand Off, Slde
Ont, and Freeze Out, cadi une beiug
fairly indicative cf its dorivation.

Most famous of aIl these trading
poats was Wboopup, on the, Belly River
near Lethbridgi. The. fort vas built cf
square timber, surrouuded by a palisade
twelve feet iiigh, loop-iioled fer mus-
ketry, witii bastions and au alarm bell,
sud was about 100 yards squsre. Tiie
fortifications cf this place, it la stid,
ceat $12,000, sud it at once became the
mnetropolis of tiie whisky smugglers. It
was' very comfortable, aud much good
food, as weil as drink, was storcd there.
It derived its naine from the. fact that
lt was a central meeting place for trad-
ers where they bad great carcusals sud
were accustomed te "wiioop dit Up."
Ilence the name, "Wiioop Mer Up," whicb
bas for deceucy sake been chaugcd te
"W'hoopup."1

OId timers relate many incidents about
the liquor traffie lu those early days at
Whoopup. it vas, cf course, illegally
sold. If an "informer" was caught, hie
Punishment was sudden sud summary.
One such fellow was let down ever a
eliff by a rope. Tiie traders did net
enqire-ý whether or not h. could swimn.

-ff Ms v- never heard cf agalu. If h.'
oscaped, h. neyer came back.

Mayor Steaduisu cf Macleod telleaa
good ' tale of tiie early., whisky * a>vs
Mr. Conrad- (afterward Senator Conra.d,
after wiiom Conrad, Montana, was
uam.d) wiien i!ana&er cf tii, tradiug
post of the. L G. Baker Company, put
live gallons cf vhiakry, luto the. safe te
keep it secure froin, indiens sud prowl-
iug wiitea. At tii.saine time ho sfippe.d
a rol cf *5,000 inito a gunny sack -and
tiirew it into-.theeiner cf tii store.
Whisky vas more' precious lu those days
than hard cash, sud'mucii moe likelyr
te bel stolon.

Whoopup vas the centre' for the
whisky smuggliug for the viiole of south
western Canada. The trail by which it
came lu frein Fort. Bouton, zigzagged
over the rolUMn prairie maiuly followiug
the. bottoins of precipitous coulees sud
ravines for a distance of 100 miles.

~~ wan with canvas tops aud
y~e f15 t: 20 oen drêwv the freight

of liquor thiongfi the devions passes
that connected ravine with ravine. Tiiere-
were places viiere -the def les were ex-
cdptioually' narM'w and where the
wagons gôt mired. Streains sud swellèn
aloi-ghs had te b. croesed aud' it was
often neceasary t raft botii freight and

Law, tiiere wasa noue. The traders,
til the coming cf the North-West
Mounted Police were a law utto tiiem-
selves. -Tiiey entered . upen mutnal
agreemeuts, something-after the modern
trade combinations sud trusts, to regu-
late 'the. prices of hides, sud anyoue
caugiit breakiing.tii compact was -tried

and sentenced by a court 'and jury of
Lhua. associates ln the agreement. As.an
illustration of -the method followed in
such cases, the following story ln told
and vouched for by pioneers, flctitious
names being used. for various resens:

It was at Whoopup. Smith had been
accusod of jpWtting -prie... Possibly he
had put more water lu the whisky than
the agreement permitted. No one seem-
iugly knows or cares to remember the
exact nature of the ouce.. The. trial
was held lu the post store, -where whisky,
flour, powder ln kega, sud ever thlng

eleprtai ing t- - a, tro'ad'sst=wu
le b ut ndisrdeéWlyhodqe.pcdge.

Tihe evidencoe appeàftd conclusive that
Smith had brciken the: empact, mud.
Brown delivered the, sentence whlii was
to the offet that. Smith- should be.t.aken
out and shot

Th Tii.accused, who vu; sltting upuna
upturued po*dericeg, list.n.d àcaiy to,
the decree which dld not suit'bs ide&
ef juMete st leat one poi"on e-
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Buter Brown seocdungs foi boyi am' mode fer Bla&c
annd Leather Sliade Tang of the. best long fibe cotton
specmaIy twisted and tested for durability. wkh
double leg and three»ply.-heel end toe.

Your dernier a supply yeu.
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MILLS AT HAMILTON AND WELLAND.. ONTARIO
mJsmxnloes of th. e l.bratud 4"LittiDarling' aud "lit"i.D"iy" Hoi.r«y for hkants and Chuldrem
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Girls, Too-
Buser Brown'*a sIters StocMag

for the girls la a spleuded 1okn
stocklng at a moderato prie."t
two4hrad un Ub mrceraed liai.

tocklng. tintluahaPed to fit and
wu earyo17we lnldeed.

Colora-Dlack. Leather Shade
Tan, Pink, Blue and Wbite..
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