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PraÈýàirie Schooners and -Army Contracte
By Aubrey Fuflerton

0W that the Uuite4 States is defl- thing else on record. By »uy of eontrast
a~Itely in the. war, and determinedly 'it is of interest to look bamk to one of the

seaing the problém of raiuing an firet al-my contracte ever made in
*=ny,it W be confronted wls with the America.

pemperIIes iln pltfalle of army con- Stregl enough, too, there is a con-
tracte. Unlia ilhaeatsec ectging ink between that early war-time
wbat Canada hma alreedy underaone. The transaction in one of the Atlantic statea
number, size, and variety of t'hese- con- sund certoein p hases of life in the Canadian
tracts W411 be in exceus of snytiiing the Weet of to-day. The "prairie schooner"
country ha known before, jut sas the war thiat is still' occsionally seen on the
that hae neceuitated them surpasses any- trails of our western proninces, with its
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usual Ioad of immigrant settiers and
effeets, is liseal successor te a type oif
wagon thet Ilgued inte war for the
Possession ofAmerielaand in the ormy
contracte of the time. Through varjoue
changes and adasptations dur ing 160
years, that particular style of wagon bas
corne d-own to the present day, more or
less ciosely identified with frontier bis-
tory in bath the United States and
Catnada. In lt-s original form it 'vus
known as the Conestoga wagon, and as
sucit was oontradted for by the British
army in the colonries. How it happened
is an interesting ýbit of Anglo-American
history.

There appeared in 'some of the oid
Penayl-vanie newspapers in April, 1755,
advertisements calling for the supply of
150 waonte be used in army service as
directed by Generai 'Braddock. F-armera
or other owners patrioticaily disposed
were invited bt» ban their vehicles for
the transportation of army stores and
bagga-ge 'at-ta rate of flfteen shillings a
day for ea-ch wagon, with four horses andi
driver, aud indemnity if the wagon wasj
lost or broken wbile in government ser-
vice.- 'The notice furt-her said t-bat B.
Frankln, whîose name w-as attacbed,
wiouid receive effers at a certain place
and time, paying seven da'3 s' hire lu
advance.

One -of t-be most unfortunate exploits
in eighteent--entury warfare hinged, at
first-, upon net-hing more serious'tlhan t-be
gett-ing of a certain nuniber of wagons.
Had t-bey not been obtainable, thiat- par-
ticular choept-er of milit-ary history might-
biave been very different-.

General Braddock, wbe hiad corne overj
t-o take commend of the Brit-ish forces in.
Amnerica, had landed on the Virginia
coast, and h'ad t-heu sent tlirougli the
couint-ryround about for transport wagons
with whîch t-o move bis supplies overland

now a part cf ÂnÏerioa's *unwritten bi*-
tory. [n due course it evOived Into the
plainer end amoler box wagon with the
canvas top t-hat we now know as the
prairie schooner. The Conestoga wagon
in its original form is seen no more.

The part played by this olditime vehi-
cie mD the affaira bot-b of war and peae
suggebts t-be vairied service given by ot-her
kindsansd styles of wheelcraft. There
was the oid Red River cart, for instance,
t-han which a more truly typical or
piceturesque rig neyer existed. Its place
in Oanadian history, and particularly in
t-be records of eariy Manitoba, canuot be
lost- sighit-of.

As a mat-ter of fact, the marks of the
cart wheei ruail through the common
bistory of Canada. Everywhere between
the two oceana there seem t-o have been
nat-ural running tracks for many kinds
&nd forma of rigs, and t-he w-ork they
have doue has gone into t-be building cf
the nation.

W'hy net a song of the cart, then, by
some poet of to-day or t-o-morrow? The
subject is a wort-by one, and a suitabie,
for there'.s music in t-he rumbi-ing of t-be
Canadian cart. Or @omeone w'bo eau catch
t-be spirit of the t-ing wiil perhaps do it
into a prose epic.

The story, in verse or prose, will begin
aw-ay back in the days of the Europeau
occupation when tle first- wilderness set-t-
-ici-s ut- clumsy carriers for their
niar traffie, and blazed initial trails
t-hrough t-be woods of Acadia. [t- wili
continue to t-be time of the French
settlement in Quebec, and then into the
days of pioncer Ontario, when on t-be
streets of oid Y'ork crude carte did what
mot-or lorries do now. Haifway through
t-be story Uts scenes will shift te thbe west,
aend its t-heme will theu be how carte and
wagon s, simply fashioned but entirely
efficient-, were t-he forerunners cf advanc-
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The Conestoga Wagon of 100 years ai

to t-he Ohio Villey. He lad faiied t-o get
t-hem, however, and wvas considering t-he
abandomieut of t-he expedition wliwn
Benjamin Franklin came to biis assist-
ance, t-oid him there were butîdreds -of
wagotns in Pennsyivania, and undertook,
in oee of the earliest w-ar con-tracts on
record, t-o coiiect t-be number requ-iîed.

Peunsylvania wsthle home of t-he
Conestoga wagon, whiebi, it occurred to
Franklin, would make a good freigbit
carrier for army suIpplies because it- wvas
so good a carrier for every otîter purpose.
A long, biard match across t-le Alieg-
iîiny Mount-ains soon afterwvards proved
its servi'ceabiiit-y and the cotreetness of
Frankilin's judgment. In niucb the came
way, the w-ar of 1812 again called t-he
wagon mn-to service. As a velricie of coin-
mlon industry t-bis typically Anierican rig
wirs in use lu the Eastern State.s for
more t-ban a century anîd a haif, and in
the latter days it- even crossed t-he
prairies.

The Conestoga wagon w-as a sort of
boat ou wheels, aud its successor, t-he
prairie schooner, va~s t-berefore not
inaptly given ir semi-naîttical nickname.
The original type, as it came ftom thbe
wot-kshop of some ingenious wb-eelNrighit
ut Concs8tog'a, Pu., sliowed a long, boat-
qhaped body witii a curved bott-om, in
which freight- packed so stîugiy as to
resist- any tanionut of rough-road joltiîîg.
It liad four broad-t-ired w-els t-bot ent-
safely thi-ougli mud and swvamp, and usu-
aly its motive powver %-as four or six
liorses. Apart from the prueticai chiar-
acter of its construction anîd t-be rough
gî-acefuiness of its lines, there w-as a cor-
tain degree of pîct-uresqueness ibout t-le
wagon, bv reason of t-be briglit colors
w ith w-bicli its body ivas painted aînd thbe
%%bite, sail-like spread of canvas thut
eovered -t-he whole top, over «riches of
%vood or ironi. This ýserved the double
irpose of protection and adlornument.

Seldom lias -a contrivance on wheels
hotter met the needs of moemi tan did t-bis

t msto a ,aoni in ante-railî-oad davs.
ilwweli it éarried, howv daringly it yen-

ttiî-ed into liard and untried places, lu

ago, f orerun ner of the Prairie Schooner

dng civilization. To the open pla ins, and
pa-it the plains te t-be Roekies, the new
epic will mov-e even more siviftly, with
stîrring pictures of Indian fights, buffalo
huts, and gold miiners' escapades, in al]
of wbich t-lie rumbiing wagon wheels had
Er part. Fin-ally tliere will be the record
of t-o-day, which ill t-ell of farms, back-
country freigbting roads, and construc-
tion canips, wliere t-le cart is st-i lui
Seriv i ce.

'l'lie kind of men who drove these rigs,
wbcnce tbcy camte, and w"bere t-bey went;
t-be bornes t-bey iived in, and t-le work
theY did; the current life and business
of tîteir time, and t-le graduai develop-
ment of Can-adian industry; thbe look of
t-be country through wbieh t-be cacrt-s and
wagons were driven; t-he sociai scîteme
inito wbiclb t-bey fit-ted se well and ade-
quateiy; these will ail cinelut-be st-ory,
and wiii give it- substance. But t-be
general 'theme wiii be the simple fact
tîjat- wagon-wheeis h-ave been a factor
nîiaking t-be bis-tory of Cana'da, and for
tijat- matter the bist-ory of ail America.
Even Benjamin Franklin, greatest man
of lus day, proved lus value t-o king and
country, -in part, by means of a traffie in
ca!rry-ull wagons. Incident-ally, bis war
contracta in t-bat particular case did not
yieid Ibim a profit, but- left- him consîdera-
bly poorer than befot-e.

The Meanest- Man
"I bave spot-ted another 'mneunest

mau."' It- wus t-be fat- plumber wbo
spoke, as the Youngstow-n Telegram re-
lut-es it-. "Wbo is it t-bis time?" t-be thin
carpenter asked. "lJmson." "What's
t'msou been doing ?" "H1e took me t-o
dinner with. him lu a swell bot-el t-be
other evening." "Do you cail t-bat
menu?', "No, but listen." "I am listen-
ixig." "'iVlen w-e lad finisbed be took a
smali piece of tinfoil t-bat- bad covered
a littie square of cbeese-" "Ub bub-"
"Placed it on a silver dollar t-o get- a per-
feet impresion-" "Yes-" "And t-heu
left- t-le impression ou bis plate se the
waiter would t-ink be w-as get-ting a
fine tip."
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