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There' s Money in a Maple Bush!
IIow Fifty Thousand Canadian, Farmers are Extracting Millions From

the Annual Flow of Sap.
By Robson Black

(Pates reProduced bqj courteay Departraent of A gricukure, O*tawa.)

MARCH brngs, the Harvst of the Maple Tree.Millions of maple trunks on 55,000 farms will
pour out their unmatched nectar and a few

month8 later from five to seven million dollars will. re-
present the reward of the Canadian farmer's Springtime
industry.

Twenty million pourids of maple sugar! Sucli is the
maple trees' happy gift
each year to the farm
owners of Eastern Can-
ada.

In the boyhood of
Most of us, "maple
sugar making," sug- 

o

gested the picturesque
experience of a "sugar-
ing-off party>' where
business cares were
forgotten, petty disq-
comnforts were winked
at and every body from
the county judge to the
grooer's lad loaded into a
democrat and bumped
along to the sugar buish,
the air made jubilant
with Iaughter and excit-
ed shouting. Onie inay
visit many parts of

ships or Ontario farm with its 2,000 maple trees carefully
mned and contributing to the farmers of Eastern
Caaaover five million dollars a year. While it is true

that thousands of old time maple woodlots have been
cnt dlown to provide a place for field crops and others havebeen needlessly and foolishly destroyed,ý the increased
popularîty of maple products in Canadian and foreign'

markets with relatively
high prices for quality
goods, have been a part-
ial compensation. Not
only have hundreds of
Quebec and Ontario and
Maritime Province farm-
crs introduced modern
machinery for collecting
and boiling down the
sap and preparing it in
attractive containers for
a discriminating market,
but the Quebec Govern-
ment has recognized the
new economie status
of the Maple Sugar In-
dustry by establishing
schools for sugar makers.
The Quebec Departînent
of Agriculture has
carried on, by funds
provided by the Dom-
inion Government under

Uthie Agricultural In-Ustruction Act, three to
four schools each Spring
in charge of well skilled
sugar makers. The
instruction given is of a
practical nature §q1nd

theem
Depa
ture.
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