BIiLL.

An Aét for the further amendment ‘of the ‘admin-
istration of the Criminal Law.

"HEREAS it is expedient to provide a better mode Preambls,
Y than that'now in use of deciding any difficult -ques-
tion of-law which may arise in Criminal trials in any
‘Court of Oyer and Terminer.and Gaol Delivery, and to
b make further amendments in the administration of the
Crimipal Law : -Be it therefore enacted, &c.

That when any jperson shall have been convicted of any Asy question
treason, felony or misdemeanor before any :Court of Oyer ofl7 zay be
and Terminer or Gaol Delivery, or Quarter Sessions, the certaia courts

10 Judge, Recorder or Justices of the Peace ‘before whom &y the opition
the case shall have'been tried, may, inhis or their discre- superioreourts
tion, reserve any .question of law which shall have arisen 2™ &
on the trial for the consideration of the Justices of either
of Her Majesty’s Superior Courts of Common Law, and

15 thereupon shall have authority to.respite execution of the
judgment on-such conviction :or postpone the judgment,
untij such questionshall have beenconsidered.and decided,
as he or they. may think fit ; and'in either case the Court, in
its discretion, shall gommit the person convicted to prison,

20 or.shall take aTecognizance of bail, with one or two suf-
ficient.sureties, and in such sum as.the Conrt shall think
‘fit, conditioned ‘to appear at.such time or times as the
Court shall direct and receive judgment, or to rendet
himself.in execution, as the case.may be.

25 1L .And be it enacted, That .the Judge, Recorder or ciatoto’
Court of Quarter Sessions, shall thereupon statein a case st wd
to be signed by such Judge, Recorder.or the Chairman of such superior
such Court, the questian or.questions.of law which.shall <=
have been so reserved, with the special circumstances

80 upon which the same shall have arisen; and such case
shall be transmitted by-such Judge, Recorder or Court of
Quarter Sessions 'to- one or other of .the said Superior
Courts on or'before the last day of th® first week of :the

_ term.of such Superior Court next after the time when

35 such trial shall hayebeen had;-and the Justices of either Powers of tho
of the said Byperior Courts shall thereupon have full Jodgss ofsuch
power and authority to hear and “finally détermine the “ "
said questions, and thereupon to reverse, affirm or amend
any judgment which shall.have been given an the indict-

40 ment or:inquisition on the trial whereof such question.or
questions have :arisen, orto avoid such judgment, and.to
order an entry to be made on the record, that in'the judg-
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