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brain are the best qualifications for manual
toil. We recur to it to express our gratifi-
cation that some of our leading dailies—we
are sorry that we cannot say all of them—
are taking the right position and pointing
out the fallacy of such an outcry. But a
week or two since we were glad to see an
article in the Toronto Jail, showing that
the only radical cure for the evil is to be
found, not in less, but in more and better
education. A recent number of the Globe
also has an article enunciating the sound
principle that * education, like virtue, is its
own reward.” The Globe calls attention to
the fact that is generally overlooked, that
“the professions are not nearly as much
overcrowded as the mechanical trades, and
that the latter are not as much overcrowded
as the work of unskilled labourers.,” It is
to be hoped that these and other influen-
tial organs of public opinion will continue
to insist upon the higher and broader view
of the nature and use of true education,
and at the same time to vindicate the dig-
nity of labour, and hasten the spread of
the wiser sentiment which perceives no
incongruity, but the opposite, between the
possession of the most highly cultivated
intellect, and the diligent use of the trained
eye and skilled hand, under the direction of
the cultivated brain, in the various kinds
of useful manual industry, above all in the
ancient and most honourable employment
of tilling the ground.

Before this paragraph meets the reader’s
eye the Evicted Tenants Bill, which passed
the British Commons a few days since by a
considerable majority, will no doubt have
been thrown out by the House of Lords.
Its rejection will probably be the last im-
portant event of the session. To what action
it may lead on the part of the Government
is not yet known. It seems, however,
rather improbable that the latter will deem
this event to so far fill up the measure of
the Lords’ iniquities as to warrant the
appeal to the country which some are pre-
dicting. Notwithstanding ite many hard-
fought battles and hair-breadth escupes, the
success of the Government has on the whole
been such as is likely to encourage it to
bring on another session,and give the Upper
House an opportunity to reject other radi-
oal measures, some of which may appeal
more powerfully to the Likeral sentiment of
the whole kingdom than any which haveas
yet been thrown out. It israther remark-
able, or at least significant, that the absten._
tion of the Unionists from taking any fur-
ther part in the discussion of the Evicted
Tenants Bill, after the ruthless application
of the closure had made the policy of
obstruction impossible, has awakened so
little popular feeling. This action was, no
doubt, intended as the strongest protest
which could be made, under the circum-
stances, against the taking away of what
the opponents of the Bill regard as the
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right of free debate. It would seem, in
fact, as if tke public were now taking but a
languid interest in the proceedings of Par-
liament, whether because thelong and excit-
ing session has exhausted the power of
attention, or for some other reason.

In Canada as in England, widely differ-
ent opinions are held with respect to the
merits of the Evicted Tenants Bill itself.
That it can be defended, if at all, only on
the ground that desperate diseases require
desperate remedies, is obvious on its face ;
but the fact is that it has long since been
admitted, openly or tacitly, by both parties,
that the state of Ireland is such as to make
further exceptional legislation imperative,
The past history and present condition of
the large body of tenants for whose benefit
this exceptional treatment is proposed is
and has long been unique. Precedents have
had to be again and again created for the
cccasion. It may,in fact, be said, with a good
deal of truth, that exceptional treatment
of the land question in the seventeenth cen-
tury, and exceptional legislation during the
eighteenth, have made exceptional dealing a
matter of justice and necessity in the nine-
teenth. All parties in the Commons seem
to be pretty well agreed that good state-
manship demands that some extraordinary
meagures be taken to bring to an end the
very undesirable state of affairs which still
exists as a result of the wholesale evictions
of a few yearsago. The main difference of
opinion is with regard to the extent to
which the necessary setilement should be
made, if neceseary, without the consent
of the landlords affected.  As to the possi-
bility of a satisfactory and permanent
arrangement being effected without the
exercise of compulsory powers in the case
of certain of the landlords in question,those
who have followed the course of events
during the last decade can judge for them-
gelves,

The letter of ¢ Fairplay Radical” invites
& word of comment, by way of elucidation,
not of controversy. The subject is very
important, but we should bhardly throw
much light upon it by designating any
views not in accord with our own “absurd,”
or by implying that those who are unfor-
tunate enough to hold them are not to be
classed among the “ gensible.” In our pre-
vious remarks we tried to show that general
combination—not simply combination of the
employees of a single firm, or even of those
of the same craft—with its power of “sym-
pathetic” striking, was the only effuctive
weapon of the trade-unions, the only means
by which they could hope to cope with the
tremendous strength of accumulated and
combined capital. When President Cleve-
land declared, in effect, that such combina-
tion, resulting as it did tbrough the * aym-
pathetic ”’ strike, in obstructing interstate
commerce and preventing the carrying of
the wails, was of the nature of a conspir-
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acy and could not be permitted, he therebYA
wrenched this weapon out of the hands ©
the labourers. Nor could we, nor ¢t ‘Lee’
see any inconsistency in admitting t!mt .
wag right in doing so, under the 'clrcu:le
stances, and at the same time calling t I
power to form such combination 8 * natll":
right” of the working man. The c.“e:
but one of a thousand in which i“diﬂdua?
and citizens are compelled to surrend(‘:" na‘
tural rights in order to promote the intet
ests or meet the exigencies of orgsnlze'
society. But it is implied in the very nﬂ-
ture of the case that in return for such 8%

be
render some greater advantage -mus;ich
gained for the whole community, 12 wha“

advantage those making the surrender 8
share.

We have not committed oursel"_es tA:
the opinion that compulsory arbitratio? }:e
the only, or the best, substitute foT tn’
power of general combination, but have staa
ed the fact that public opinion seems, t.o
large extent, to be leoking in that directlon’;
“ Fairplay Radical” says that it is  absu" )
to assert that the employed is being dePr?
ed of the natural right of combination- .
affirms that * neither the President 1'1:
anyone else tries, or wishes, to interfere wi i
the right of combining to abstain fro .
work.” This is astonishing, in view of ’
action taken by the U.8, courts, 88 'We” s
by the President, and the almost llm"ers:e
denunciation by the Awmerican press of the
iniquity of the strike on the part of b i
railroad employses when they had no °°“;
plaint of their own against their employe™
and no immediate interest in the quarl.’:s
between the Pullman Company and ld
workmen. We had thought, from our ré
ing of the papers, that if there was ”’“ze
thing upon which the great majority weg,l
pretty well agreed, it was that the genefn
combination to abstain from work W“':
outrage against society and the natl‘?t;
which must not be tolerated. We are d% r
unable to understand the relevancy of ol:)
correspondent’s illustration from the cage X
domestic servants, We are not aware "l,la
the servants have, in this country, & unio?
of any kind. Should they form oné aﬂs—
should this union quarrel with the m#
ters and mistresses and strike, and shot .
every other labourer’s union in the coﬂ;-
munity strike with them, on the Byl.npr'
thetic principle, and to show the “SOI‘d,”l
ity " of labour, the question might f”"re’i
arige whether society should not, in golf-
fence, compel both masters and gervants
settle their quarrel by arbitration,
than let the business machinery of
whole country be brought to a stand-8
for an indefinite period.
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“The Sugar Trust has the pef’Ple thz
. P
the throat. It is now a battle bewerphese

people and this great monopoly.” ob
words, which, if the Washingtin despat®
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