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Briiish Golumbia Farmers' Convention.

The farmers have hoad thelr day at
Agassiz  according to their
Considering 16 was the initial farmers
convention ~ of the Provinco it was o
pronounced saccess, Every -part of B, C. was
reprevonted, and over 150 cultivators of the
soil diso d questio t interest
to thomselves.

Ina nutshell the busineas was dono as

follows; The Dominion Governmont will be

asked directly for aid in_dykjog the valley of
tho Fraxer,, Tho provincial Government will
be invited to co.operate with.the farmorsin
promoting o schemo of dyking and to aidin
widening™ the .chandel where required. The
Local legislature will' be asked to stop the
hydrauclic miners dumping their rofuse into the
river and causiog constant silting of the bed of
the Froser,

A committes was appointed to investigate
the cause the and mons of proventing the
epread of tuberculosis among cattle in the
province and ask the Government to reimburae
thoso whose cattle are shot by the health in.
speotor. They will ask the Dominion to send
Professor Robertson’s travelling dairy dairy
through the proviuce and all necessary supplies
to work with,

The Dominion Government will be asked to
irrigate the large tracts of land east of the
:Cascade Mountaina for wheat ralsing.

The followidg important report was also
presented.

To the Chairman and Members of the Furmers'
Convention.

GENTLEMEN,—Your committeo appoinned to
report upon the causes which most seriously
aflect;the ~thurough development of’the agri-
oultural- possibilities of this province are of
opinion that any legislation, agitation or cor-
poration that will lead toward the removal of
the following will bo beueficial. lst Large

areas of land.suitable. for caltivation. and held |.

for purely speonlative purposes; 2nd. High
prices at which. land partially oleared is held ;
3rd, The large sizs of many hold'm%s and
their partial cultivation; 4th. Agrioulturist
not” ac bptiﬁi'bimse]f the the needs of the
country; 5th The lack of spmpathybetweentown
and country ; 6th. Scientific education needed
within the province; 7th, Necessity-of small
experimental sfations 'in different portions of
the province ; and your itteo is of opi

programmeo, *

oxporimontal stations ave essential to sucaoss-
ful hortioulture. Your i r d
ed that tho suggestions in this rcport, if
adopted by your convention, be weferred to a

itteo for presentation to tho governmont.
Your committoo consider that a large attea-
dance at this convention is a matter of con.
gratulation, and having been so happily in.
augurated may it continue and its nsofulness
be increased from year to yoar, All of which
is respectfully submittod."”

The hop ranches ond the Dominicn experi-
montal farm wero: visited by the delegates dur.
ing thoir atay in Agassiz. The fsrm now
comprises threo hundied acres, 116 acros of
which are under cultivation, and soven hundred
nores of mountain land. At tho prosent time
1560 varictics of gmin afe under test, 60
varioties of potatoes and over 500 varioties of
apples, 160 of pears, 150 of peaches, 100 of
F ums, 190 of berries, and 110 of grapes, 20 of
igs, and 75 varietics of grain hybrede. The
most noticeable in’ the fruit line were the plums
and blackberrigs, the Iatter wore of enormons
size and maguificent flavor, aud some of the
- plums were saild to-be ahead of auything of
theic kind in the world, the apples and peara
lacked flavor. Almostin every ivstance the
fruit high up on the mountain side was in
splendid condition. ‘Che different varistics of
cattle looked remarkably well. Strange that
in British Columbio we cannot get good milk
and good “butter. Cattle thrive and we have
magnificent pasture land. 'We need tho travel.
ling dairy very badly, it must be the dairymen
themselves that .are to blame. The hops on
the adjoining private ranches were in eplendid
shape, they ave & very profitable crop in this
grovinoe, being preferred by the FEoglish

rewers to almost auy hops in the mariet, but

i required to bring them to perfection.
——ne @ el meer

Cranberies.

The New York Journal of Commerce hag
the followiny about this important article of
commerce : Cranberries appear in the markot
the middle or latter part of August, and after
the first wéek in September the supply ia
geuerally large, © As the tima draws -pear for
the season to open dealers commence to turn
their attention to thie fruit. From present
rindications it would appear that the yleld is
go'ib’gtplie unusually small this year at all

that » nicre thorough system of government
and anunicipsl ‘taxation  will tend to-remove
canees 1,2, and- 3, and recomimend that a
system ofepecific taxation having a lowrate
on land in. cultvation as & basis be adopted,
and thav all spééulative land be taxed ata
rate which world make. this class of tenanocy
unprofiteble ;..and that all improvements be
exempt from taxation, and that system be
enfocerd throughout the provirce  Your com-
mittee.-hoped. that .careful observation and
continued study of the products which are
imported into the province and which might be
profitably. produced within. the proviace, and
the placing of products 1n_such a marketable
mannor a8 will enstre profitable returns, will
remove cause 4 ;the remedy suggested .in
previons clauges ‘will:in. great measure accom-
plish this very desirable ¢nds;. and your com-
mitteo_hope that the press of the provigce
will agitate for.the removal of the.causes which
£0 materially afiect thie agricultural possibilities
of the province, Your committeearo of opinion

that the time i3 most opportuus .for thees-,

tablishment of an agricaliural college in the
province, and your. committee believe that
there is a large number of young men i the
province who aré anxious to avail themselves
of such ednoation. In pointing out the neces-
sity for small experimental staiions throughout
the province, your committe strongly recom-
wend that the government be; urged to expend
a small amount apnually toward this, a3 the

large-extent of the province and the the diffes- -

eRY conditions ander which hortioniture has to
be puraued poinits out that » number of smail

ey

v g , though growers are inolined
to claim the crop a failure at about this timo of
the year, in hop~s of vpening the market high
The first berries come from Caps Col, and as
& rale Jercey growers hold back their orop until
the Uape stock is marketed, though moderate
shipments are also mado early in the season
from Jorscy. Liading growers.ia Cape Cod
report thas the late frosts last spring injured
the crop to such an oxtent that there is only a
very light yield, probably less than half a crop,
and Jersey reports also indicate a partial
failare, Ocean county last year is sa‘d to
have.shipped 150,000 crates. In some.other
seotions reports sre uot so bad ; but the con-
tinued unfavorable weather has.hurt the crop
more or less at all points, and the trade hére
.do not estimate over halif a crop ‘from advices
received from wmost heavy growers, The
-drouths west bave cut down the crop in Wis
consin materially, and all icdications point
to » mos}t limited supp'y for the coming year.

Last year prices rauged unusually low, owing
to the large crop on the Cape, and growers and
shippers made little money, though at the
close of the seazon. the position strengthened
and prices ruled bhigh. This year, should the
crop be as light'as generally promised, prices
will certainly rango high and it will doubtless
be a very satisfactory season.

According. to the Montreal custom house
roturns, no less than §,280 French Canadiaa
familics, ‘estithated at 41,400 sofils, roturued to
Quebeo province from the New England siates

»during 1898: - o

.. = . L.

they require great attention and skilled labor -

ey

Increasing @old Production in .
Australia, '

Tho rovival in gold mining continues. This
revival of course owes much of ita importance
to tho depression in trade, which forces so
many men into miniog, but the fabul finds
in wostern Australia, whilo in part an effect,

aro alsoa most potent causo. As a result of
the much largor forco at work and the now
fields opened, a considerable inorease in the
output of gold iu confiiently expocted this
ear. Tho official statistios of gold produoti

ta the various colonies for the six months
onded Juano 30, 1894, arc as follows : .

Ounces.

VICtOrIR . oesiicnenaniiinneee senennnoins serae 300,350
Quoensland ..y wveees 206,109
Now South Wales 110,263
Now Zealand,,,, 47,493
Wostern Austral 82,704
Houth Australla .. ,855
smanta ..., . 20,970
Other Souryes veenes 6,626
Total ceviener aene 041,307

Oan the basis of these results for the half year,
and aiter conrultation with eminent authorities
in Australia, the following estimate for 1894
is sabmitted, comparison being made with the
offisial figures of 1893 :

1804,
1803, Estamed
Ounces. ounces.
Vietoria ..oveuiaes teeees tevae . 071,126 710,000
ueensiand ..., 616,940 22,000
ew Zealand ... 26,811 195,000
New South Wales ,288 ,000
Western Australls 110,820 200,000
South Australi .. 3,320 1,000
Tasmaala ...... 37,087 40,000
Total.. . 1,876,682 2,001,000

It will be seen that the estimate for Western
Australia makes the production almost doubl
that for tho previovs year, 1893.

Ta Victoria, though few new tields have been
opened, an incrcased output is already appar-
ent. A belt of country in the eastern district,
onge uopopular by reason of the ocourrence of
lead and iron with the gold, is now being
worked with considerable success. Iasoms
direntions tailings are being worked over again
by one or othor of the many processes in the
market, and, gencrally, miniag is being carried
on in & more, soieatific and ecoaomic method
than ever before.—Financial Caroniole, Mel-
bourue Lotter.

- Lives.of Women and Men.

The relative longevity of wen and womoa is
a subjeot in which intorest bas long been taken.,
Some statistios bearing up.n it are farnished
by Mr. Brandreth Symonds, aa insurance com-
pauy’s.medical officer in the old conatry. From
taese it appears that the toughness of the
elderly women, which has become a-proverb,
is a fact as well, ani exists indeed throughont
later life,

The female makes a botter showing, in the
matter of lobgevity, than the male, It appeara
from Mr. Symoade’ figures that evon from birth
the mortality of boys-is greater thaun that of
girls, the lines crossing at one point only daricg

-a oritidal period ot development from twelve 1o

sixtgen, At that age tho mortality among girls
is 1.68 per 1,000, and of boys only'1.18. From
sixteen to twenty, however, the position.is-re-
versed, the ‘nortality being 1.70 for females
and 2 21 for males, ~From that point.onwards
tho difference is gradually diminished,. and. at
the age of forty-five years thesexes are practic-
ally neck and neck, the mortality beiog 11.11
in each. Tho record of .the decade_which
followa is curions, as beisg unexpsctedly bad
in the case of men, and unexpectedly good-in
the case of women, for which 1t-is-usually siip:
poded to represent another critical~period.
‘Fhey fall off, nowaver, in therace for lopgavity;
between 55.and 60.  At-this-the-men ure no*
wheré.in the truggle for existence,.aud:wo-
mén (espacially " widows and pensioners)-are
K. ers in the comparison.



