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IISTORY OI' TIIE WAR OF 1812,

for repose from excessive toil, and relief)misled by the tale told at the Observatory,

. from tormenting thirst.

The Americans, {which now marks the scene of the struggle,

therefore, Bur As Vicrors were marched and that the worthy sergeant who recounted
to their encampment, as Brown had directed, [the tale, recognizing the historian as a
though without the cannons saptured.” | Yankee, crammed him with the version of
When we consider that the Americans had the battle prepared for his countrymen; if

made a leisurely march of it to Lundy’s-lane,
that they went fresh into action, with the
knowledge that strong reinforcements were
at hand, and that they expected to encounter
a vastly inferior force, Ingersol's twaddle
about the want of waterand so forth, is very
absurd. The major part of the British
forces engaged at Lundy’s-ane had made a
forced march of fourteen miles, and had
gone into action literally out of breath and
exhausted with fatigne, yet we do not find
one word in General Drummond’s despatch
relative to the “ necessity of repose from
excessive toil” Again, we are told by
Ingersol, that for want of horses, harness,
drag ropes, and other contrivances, the
inestimable trophies (the captured guns)
fell at last into the hands of the British, who
returned to the hill, soon after the Ameri-
cans left it. Mr. Ingersol further accounts
for the capture of an American howitzer, by
indignantly denying General Drummond’s
statement. That offcer, in his despatch,
stated ** a howitzer, which the enemy brought
up, was captured by us.” To this Ingersol
responds—< They caplured nothing, but
merely found a cannon accidentaily left, when
an hour after the encmy’s retreat, their con-
-querors in complete and undisturbed pos-
session of the guns and the field, slowly and
in perfect order, left it and them, to return
to the indispensable repose of their camp.”

It has heen our good fortune to converse
with several of the officers who distinguished
themselves in the battle of Lundy’s-lane, and
by all we bave been assured, that, so far
from the American troops leaving the hill,
leisurely, and voluntarily abandoning the
guns, as Ingersol represents, the real state
of the case was, that the Americans did
abandon hoth the top of the hill and the
guns, but that it was because a vigorous
bayonct charge compelled them, and that
the guns were recaptured about one hundred
yards frum the position originally occupied.
We almost fancy Mr. Ingersvl has been

s0, Mr. Ingersol fared better than General
Seutt, who, we presume, having some ap-
pearance of respectability about him, was
mistaken for an Englishman, and had the
unspeakable mortification of having the spot
pointed out to him, “where General Scott
turned tail and ran away.”

On one sentence, taken from the Quelee
Gazette of the 23rd September, 1814, Mr.
Ingersol bases a regular edifice of deductions,
“with all our strength,” wrote the Gazette,
‘it would he rashness to penctrate far into
the United States, and might produce another
Saratoga.” This single sentence suffices to
furnish Ingersol with material for the fol-
lowing extraordinary assertions :—

“Continued skirmishes, sieges, sorties,
and other demonstrations, fullowing the two
pitched battles® in Canada, proved only corol-
laries to the problem solved by them, that
the American army, like the navy, was su-
perior to that of England. As soon as the
double elements of military ascendant were
well combined, and strict discipline added to
stern enthusiasm, the mercenary Briton was
subdued. Coarse, vulgar, BEoglish predu-
dice, uttered by envious and odious journal-
ism, continued theirabuseofthe United States
as a licentious and knavish nation. But
English better sense perceived, and dispas-
sionate judgment pronounced, them also
martial and formidable. Not a little of that
impression came from the seemingly insigni-
ficant invasion of Canada, which, during the
months of July, August, and September,
1814, not only defied, but invariably defeated
the great power of Great Britain by land
and water, ending, perhaps fortunately, not
by the conquest of a British province, but
discomfiture of British armies and fleets,
wherever Americans encountered them.”

1t is most wonderful how Ingersol could
have peuned such a sentence, when the real

# Chippewa and Luvndy's Lace.



