
THE Pilotage Act.
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Mr. Fry—I wish to call the attention of the Board to the fact that 
we have found in Quebec that under the 71st clause of the Pilotage Act of 
last session the punishment of pilots is practically impossible.

That clause reads as follows : •
“ If any pilot when aboard any ship for the purpose of piloting her, 

by breach or neglect of duty or by reason of drunkenness, either
‘ (a) Does any act tending to the immediate loss, destruction or serious 

damage of such ship, or
‘(b) Refuses or omits to do any lawful act proper and requisite 

to be done by him for preserving such ship from loss, destruction* or serious 
damage, or for preserving any person belonging to or on board of such ship 
from damage to life or limb,—he shall for each such offence be deemed 
guilty of misdemeanor and be liable to imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding twelve months with or without hard labour; and, if a licensed pilot, 
shall also be liable to suspension, or dismissal by the pilotage Board of the 
district for which he is licensed.”

Hitherto in the Province of Quebec, where we have over two hundred 
pilots, offending pilots have always been brought before the Trinity House 
and summarily tried and punished. In England a similar practice has 
always obtained except in case of loss of life. But under this clause we 
found in a recent case that the Trinity House had no jurisdic ion over these 
offences, and that pilots committing them could only be prosecuted criminally 
in the ordinary courts. The result generally was that, before the trial 
would come on, the Captain and crew of the vessel on which the offence was 
committed would have to leave the port, and therefore for lack of the 
witnesses the offender escaped. I move :—

« That the attention of the Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries be directed to the 
practical operation of the 71st clause of the Pilotage Act, by which the punishment of 
pilots is taken out of the hands of the local pilot authorities.”

The motion was seconded by Mr. Dobell, of Quebec, and carried.
/

The Halifax Delegates.

The President read the following communication from the Secretary 
of tho Halifax Chamber of Commerce, addressed to the President of the 
St. John Board of Trade :—

Cytce qf Chamber of Commerce,

Halifax, N. 8., July 15th, 1874. 
DEAR Bib,

I am instructed by the President to inform you, that the Delegates appointed 
by this Chamber to attend the meeting of the Dominion Board of Trade, to be held at 
your city on 16th, have informed the Chamber, that they regret they will be prevented 
from attending the meeting, and time will not allow us to make other arrangements.
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