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“That St. John'is losing in more than | cei
one way through the shipping of all
grain over the Transcontinental via the
yort of Halifax is quite evident by com-
plaints now being registerea by local coal
merchants. Some of them dre. protest-
ing that the government’s policy uf be-
stowing patronage on Halifax and "the
ncglect to provide an, elevator here is

causing a:general tie-up in freight traf-is

ﬁé throughout the maritime provinces.

'1f ‘eonditions as regards. rail transpor-t
tahon remain the same a coal faminef
is inevitable, they state. To make mat-{1

ﬂlere were h ]

‘there. 1 ]

their coal by rail were

‘I'bey could not get any §

cars. were there already ‘loaded’ lﬁu’t
were so badly congeshed that they
not ‘be moved.

ters: worse if is a dificult problem ‘tofwill
have coal tramsported from = Americanjup.’

ports, -due primarily to the dearth of sea
_carriers.

The New England trade is seriously
concerned @bout - a coal . famine there,

present a getie
cur at any minute? -
Asked as tw ;
congestio&

fault .of the govern

This ‘is due to traffic congestion, owing| w

te car shortage, which has now resolved
itself into a national . preblem
States. It is stated that at Perth Amboy
and, at Philadelphia there are hundreds
and hundreds of tons of coal which can-
not be moved.” The active transporta-
tion means is not even sufficient to take
away the daily product of the mines.
The supply is gradualy piling up and
ne means are avail:ble by land or sea

to convey it to the famishing consumers. |

Local merchants yesterday were asked
if this situation would cause'a ‘crisis here.
They stated that it would have a cer-

* tain influence 'but immediately they made
plain’ that ‘conditions for another reason

were just as bad :nearer home, so. that} :
 ter which eongel‘nnd ‘not: on!y‘
general.

the combined influences indicabd serious
hmes for: St. John.

in the|

“Condltions are very. M,. «Dlle -m mﬂ;

of ‘logs hed been

1 | ting extending: ‘up

ig grain via the ‘T
iinental to Hdllfux. He belleved/thnt‘!he
exclusion of St. John as a grain port for
government railway shipments pl~
tated the whole trouble. H
said, was given every -ﬂvmt&ge %o"handle

‘on“which no stumegtp-ge had

- According to the evidence of T.
Loggie,  deputy minister 'of hds Amd
he|mines, given before us, license No. 20241

on( this same land ok
been:

these. lands: in '1912-18-14, all the ‘lands

n: | covered by the license held by -Stewart

‘were cut over very, .theroughly, fhe cut-
‘to . the  Miramichi
roudonthewatundtowhumedled

thel-h;rhloﬁeurt@e east. This work |

mmha each

ps but-he never noticed any
bcﬁ!a‘ hauled. ~ He ‘never went
uestion and ‘does not

seem. to have made any enquiries with
reapnct to hnnber +being ‘cut on these

m he understood ﬂmt Free-
man Gbodwﬁx was cutting, but heard he
was on granted land.

o {'was made out by Mr. Stew

;t:tneteho m‘ﬁm l'i))r:i ge and his evi— ‘s0 much 8o that merchants' all along’ the X
dence as to this partxcular voucher was. block '‘were: removing their valuables, |
| confused, ‘contradictory: and evasive and, Thousands of people from all ends of ihe
city crowded Marker square and until’
some organization was effected the ex-
cited crowds hampered considerably the

this grain traffic. and the railway ser-
vice generally has been' impaired in or-
der to hustle grain freights to Ha.lifu

merchants but pwpla in

—

o

OBITUARY

William Alenndér

Death came 'suddenly Sunday evel ng
to Wm, Alexander at thes home of ‘his
soh, Thomas A. Alexander, 178 Went-
worth street. < Mr. .Alexander, who was
six » years of age, had been’ jn his

alth until a few days. a|
. warned him. that r
,but’ -he  was feel!ng
d, after a hearty dnner
J%er topn ‘abs:nt son, he

b
buigt thc door -and ftund
1 he ‘suddennzss of

‘ :Dougall & Cowans,
1 ,. d hree sisters residing in'‘the
Uniteiil ates. He was a member of the

(i Foresters.

iy

Mss. Anduv McKay.

Florenceville, Deec. 18—-On S&turday,
. December 11, the people of “Florenceville |
were shocked to hear that early in the!
‘morning .of that, day, Mary Jane, wife of
. Andrew McKay of this place had.
away ‘of pneumonia, . Deceased ‘was ill
only a week and not until the last two
days did her condition seem serious.-She
was the daughter of the late Andrew and
Bliza Stephenson of Florenceville, and
was ‘born on February '9, 1862. : She is
survived by her husband, an gother,
six "sons, Edward, of Connel (
and Wilmot, Harry, Barry, Charlie nnd
Andrew  at homes five daunghters, Mrs,
William Anderson, of Goods Corner¢N,
B.), Mrs. Charlés E.. March of Unity
(Me.), and Misses Ella, Elizabeth and
Mary at home; four grahdchildren, ulso
five brothers, Charch E., James, Albert
and Gilbert. of Flm'enceviu:; Alonzo, ‘of
Presque Isle (Me,); and one sister, Miss
Annie of Florenceville,

The funeral was held on Monday after- |

noon and was very largely attended. The
services - were conducted by ‘Rev. M. H
. Manuel.

Mrs. McKay was a faithful member of
the Presbyterian churh. Her kind and
cheerful disposition won for her a iarge]
#ircle ‘of friends, and in the loss of a de-
voted wife and mother the bereaved fam-
ily ‘have the heartfelt sympathy of the
whole commnuity.

A, V. Davis,

Montreal; . Dec. 20—A. W. Davis, a
prominent business man of Halifax, sec-
retary of the Acadia Sugar Refining Co,
died suddenly this morning in the Wind-

< sor Hotel. Mr.'Davis, about 60 years of
age, came: to Montrenl on Saturday " on
business.

John K. Schofield, of Schofield &
Beer, received a tclegram yesterday af-
ternoon saying thet Mr. Dayis had pass-
cd away vesterday in Montreal. Death
came suddenly. Mr. Schofield had just
received a letter from Mr. Davis, writ-
ten in Halifax, in which Mr. Davis ex-
plained that he was not feeling' well and
really ought not to leave howe. ' Mr;
Davis was widely known, and his death
will ‘be keenly vegretted.

Wiliss Ma;d W, Addy,

Fredericton, Dec, 20—The death oceur-
red ‘this morning of pneumonia of Miss
Mabel Wilson Addy, of Moncton, 19
vears of age, a student at the Normal
school. She was a daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William Addy, of Moncton, ‘and is
survived by seven sisters and two: broth-

) ers.
Miss Helen Hatﬂs.

“ Wednesday, Dec. 2%

Miss Helen Harris, daughter of Mr.
find Mrs. Thomas 0. Harris, of Sagwa
7/ Station, died yesterday umder: very. snd
drcnmstanceb She was a bnght ye
woman'in her seventeenth year, an had
been Sick only a féew days with pneu-
monia. . Her brother, ' Basil I, ~aged
twenty years, died last Saturdav from
prneuinonia and was buried only yester-

'+ T. and W, F. Ramsay, and thtet
ters, Mrs. B. B, Osler, Mrs. Crawford

.,BtttetLethemGo.

passed ‘today:

edve the.,

yol;vlik ¢
frjeuds. l(r.

Alznnder G. leuy. :

Ramsay, probably.one of the hest

ipsurance exeentives -in Canada, pmed
night,  He is survived by two W
xb-

Scadﬂinghm. a.nd llm Edith Ram;day

: (Continued from
ditions of neufrality, our ntUe country

tcan, if only in small measure, contrlbute

ed 4 desire for peace, all'intervention on |
thé part of strangers will not only. be
sterile, but inopportune, and considered
unfriendly interference. A .peace pro-
posal: could thus prejudice the cause of

XTI )

London, Dec, 22—~The ’Br!ﬁsi"anﬂ
French governments comted I;o glve
safe conducts to. Capwna Boy-m am\
Von Papen, the German a
ed from the United States, ilefereﬁee
to the express wish o!theUnihedStqtes
government,” Lord Robert lia-
mentary under secretary for foreign af-
fairs, stated in the house of eom'mons
The under secretary’s statement
was in reply to-a question implying con-
demnation of the granting of safe con-
ducts, the guestioner suggesting that by
this the attaches ‘would ' be enabled to
“direct their energies towards the injury
of -this country nearer home”

To the suggestion that. the “release"
of" the German officers might ibe :made
the oceasion of the release of Colonel H.
D. Napier and Captain -Arthur Stanley
Wilson, taken off a Greek steamer in the
Mediterranean, Lord Robert answered|
that it was not a question of relase of
the Germans ‘but of whether would
do more harm' in the United St&tu than
in their own country. . b

GumanySttnd:OutthCue.

Waslnngton, Dec E—Bmuae of 1ts
possible ' bearing - uvon - the
involved' in the Lusitania aﬁn "Ancon:

the last: American note
sinking of the American ‘ship” William
P. Frye.

A cabled outline of the German reply
indicated that it was not completely re-
sponsive, and left in doubt the &tﬁtudc

American’ suggestion ~ that the require-
ments of the Declaration of London, that
“before the vessel is' destroyed all per-
sons on board must be placed in safety.”
was not satisfied by merely giving jan
opportunity for escape in' lifeboats on|,
the open sea.

The full text of the Gcrmnn note. now
has been received through the mails from
Awmbassudor Gerard, it was admitted to-
day at the state department, but ‘ofli-
cials declined to say what response was
made ‘to ‘this important suggestion. It
was intimated in some quarters that as
to ugree to the American view .at this
time might seem to \prejudice the Aus-
trian cuse in regard to the Aneena, in
addition to having a bearing upon the
Lugitania pegotiations, the German gov-
emmept pmbably had not concedcd the
point. . |

So. far as. the Frye case s concerned,
this ‘point 'is' not directly ‘involved, as
the erew ofthe Frye was taken aboard
the German commerce destroycr which
sank the ship. ‘Therefore, it is thought
that the subject may be discussed as a
separate question, or perhdps in connec-
ijon with the practice of submarine war-

Mrs. G. W.. Fowlér and Mh;'r M.
Fowler, of Sussex, were in h; dty. yes:
terday-

~——-———-——~—,ﬂﬁ—
!VVANTED-»MM elass femnla teach-
er, ‘Bistrict  No, 6, Parish
APPLV, shﬂnc salary,
Stewarton, ' King’s  Co.

.-'The double debeavement has Th
b will 1o

ly distracted the parents, who

35154-1-4.

arrhislectiunforemn'

Toronto, Dec. m—Almder Gillegp@e

away at his home, 515 Huron street hst

‘and the 28rd instant, respecttyqty,
‘garding slqepers cuton the license h ,dd

8
belligerents themselves ave not express—Jr

:l'at Bass River on 16t 18 for'

cases, the state department will not m!.ke
public’ the details of Germany’s reply to
g the

of the German government: ﬁrwcr& the

fare, as involved'in the Lausitania case.|

for the year 1914 was issued to A. J. H.
Stewart in the ' year 1918, A timber

included in license No. 2024 was issued
to William G. White, president
Gloncuter Lumber & Trading Com-!

o i el
';n‘o. Ve L 1 TS 1 S e prﬂ
. Mr. Lo :

square miles in extent ‘and cover g num-
ber of lots. The lands’ bounded
Weitwt:gly gy ea:the Miramichi or Bath-
urst road an wardly, roughly speak- |
ing, by the Bass River. They -are, situ-
ated about four miles from the town of
Bathurst and the Caraquet: Railway runs
to ghe?norm f the tract, ;

—b" il 1*
of March I mad&a special
visit o B;?hRJver with a-
ng carefull

béen any ecut this put winter, nor- last
winfser, from the said license, and if ‘1
had found any lumber cut out from said
license 1. would certainly: have made a
‘due return of it to your department.”

William H. O’Brien, one of the wit:
nesses who 'was examined - before  ne,
sfated that he had worked on the lands
man
Goodwin, : wcutting saw logs in the fall of |
the year 1013.

Hard to Get Facts. ‘

1 had considerable difficulty in getﬁng
any ‘definite information “from ° O’Brien
but he finally ‘admitted: that he cut be-
tween 75,000 and 100,000 superficial feet
‘and that he worked on the land about
two months, the trees cut by him being
 principally plne and fir.

During the time he was cntting on
these lands O’Brien sdaw nothing of Wil-
liam Hayden, tne scaler. "O’Brien also
stated that sleegs were cut on'thelands
held by Mr, Stewart during the winter
of 1912-18 along the Miramichi road and
all-over the ground. "In the year 1912-
48 O’Brien _was keeping count of the
‘sleepers cut on these lands for A. J. H.

‘on these particular lands while O’Brien
was aeting for Mr. Stewart.

-1 ecould not get any definite idea from
‘O’Brien. as to t nt!x,glx)bet ﬂ! sleepers cut

“Two witnesses, nam
and Moss Couture,

t Doucet went,
tow?:i*s the ‘end ‘of the
cut some 250 ties and e’
as to five 'or six oth :

A1l these persons, it uppurn, ‘Were work‘
ing for Mr. Stewart.

Albert - Doucet also cut ties onthe
'same 'lands in the winter of 1912-18 fox

ers and other
these same lands cutting: sleepm for. Mr.
Stewart at the same time.

T had some. difficulty in. ascertaining

two seasons mentioned ‘ahove, but ac-
cording to the evidence the whole tract

tainable on these lands were cut. '
Ten Carloads Each Winter,

Aecgording to the evidence  .of Moss
Couture, about ten carloads of sleepers
were cut each winter on these lands and
this ‘witncss says. that some cars would

at the lowest calculation, ‘about twenty

jands .in the winter of -1912-18 and in
the winter of 1918-14 altogether. In my
Judgment at least 4,500 sleepers were cut

season of 1912-13 and at least the same
quantity of sleepers were cut on ‘the
same lands in the season of 1913-14,

O’Brien’s Admission.

William. H. “O’Brien admitted cutting
at least 75,000 superficial feet of lumber.
sprucé and pine, on'these lands and the
probabilities are that hé cut more than
this quantity though'he would not admit

i| that'he cut 100,000 superficial feet,

Al ‘the ‘sleepers cut on - these lands
were hauled 6ut tc the Caragnet railway!
by the persons who cut them and loaded)
on ears and ‘eventually were sold to the|
Intercolonial railway by Mr. Stewart.

William Hayden does not seem to have!
known anything at all about operations

count and he does not seem to have ever’

license covering the same lands as those

Mr. Stewart’s .operations on the lands
in guestion were not very extensive and
the amount of stumpage which he.should
Liave pdd to the crown is not very large

geda.nd to" by Robichaud before Mr.

In ‘his evidence before me Valentine
Robichaud admitted that he '‘did ‘not
kinow that Frank Robinson had. hauled
any stone to the Nepisiquit pteel bridge.
‘When: asked why he signed the youcher
for $25 if Frank Robinson never hauled
the stone, he replied that Mr, Stewart
said the money was due and that this
man Robinson must be paid:because he
worked for the government.

N FIRE ;$150,000 DAMAGE

and Delay for Time in Usi

on Stock and Buildings.

‘ings Saved in Hard Battle—$300,000 Insurance

Spectacular Blaze, Threatened Whole. Block.from Marke
. Square to Germain Street—Firemen Given Hard Fight

ng Engmcs-—Adimmn%mm.
Fried

Thursday, Dec. 23.

companies.

Valentine Robichaud claimed before
me that Frank Robinson bhad hauled'
but he coul

wholly unsatisfactory.

Edmund J. Ellis, who was foreman on
the Dempsey bridge, gaye evidence -as to
this claim of Frank Robinson’s for daim-

to Robinson’s fleld in hauling stone out

of it, and that he offered Robinson $8
‘or the damage done, but Robinson re-
fused to accept this amount.

It appears that stone was hauled to
ithe. Dempsey bridge by persons, living in
+the neighborhood, off their own. prop-
erty: These persons were paid for haul-,
{ing the stone but they charged nothing

age. He says that he/did some damage;

W H Thorne & Co., Ltd, suffered tators stood
-abont. $150,000 ‘loss last night in a ﬁre}
which practically gutted their main Mar- -
ket square building. - The firm carried were being' rolled over the T. Mc, \‘“k
$800,000 insurance divided among many
It was the most dangerous
fire that has visited St. John in years, and
for a period the . entire, block on King|

they roared above the rooftops the spec.

aghast. i
Jus at this stage. the fire as:

most threatening aspect. The wind wa-

i blowing toward the east and the i

& Sons’ property. Fire brands were
hurled by the wind far up King street
and there were many who feared that o
disaster was inevitable.

In McAvity’s, in L. L. Sharpe & Son's,

;street (np to Germain was in jeopardy, and in other stores farther up the street,

work of ‘the firemen.

lunteer ulvage men were busy. 1
:Sharpe’s jewelry store valuables were «Ii
{moved, after ‘as many as possible had
i been crammed into the vault.
McAvity’s Narrow Escape.

T. McAvtiy & Sons, Ltd., had a very
{narrow escape. The flames licked

At 10.10 o’clock the alarm of fire was top of the bulldmg The window ¢ .
sounded from box 6 Almost immedi- ings were burned and merchandise stored

ately .afterward a second

alarm  wag In the top floor was being blistered and
rung in from the same box, hustling all seared by the heat.

It was a problem to

the available apparatus in' the city to stop the fire from entering the building.

the . /scene;

thed and

logging! co’llect ‘the preper stumpage therefor and |
- that ‘there is no obligation' upon

the matteriand 1 beg
sicep-

- oul gg‘mﬁm’t exx:g:d the’ ”"hm for the stone:
feat or e attitude taken by [ Tyonias O'Donnell, who worked on the
2: 'o?”m with ‘respect to this mat- Dempsey  bridge, stated that Robinson
m“ arowta lands §s ' @p- should have been paid somewhere -from
w ﬁ is_the duty of the of- :$8 to $5 for the damage done to his land
the. erown to find out 'if any- in hauling stone off his property, and he
is cutting on crown land and to ‘further stated that the foremait was told
by Mrs. Robinson, the wife of Frank
‘Robinson, that it would be all right'to
‘haul the stone off his place. The amount
‘involved in'this transaction is small but
ithe ‘whole thing seems to be- Altogeﬂler
irregular 'and unwarranted.
In aTy opli‘nion, Frani;‘ bRo;;Snsgn was
paid altogether too much by Mr, Stewart
thk “ ve'ry unfortunate in Yy Judgment | for the alleged damage done to his prop-
at a publie representative should take ety which does not seem to have been
this ground with respect to the matters  yero serious. ¢
under discussion. If an elected repre- | Mr. Stewart had no authonty whateveri
fﬂt“ﬂ" of the people—one who actual- ¢, settle this claim or pay any money,
y takes part in,the framing of the and in my jundgment should not have
laws passed for t'!h‘ proteetion of Prop- | interféred in: the matter at all, except to
elonging to Have referred the claim to the Depart- |
ment of Public Works.

E:tm‘ rdinary Action.

It is extraordinary that Mr. Stewart’
dg ishould have taken the steps he did to
‘recoup” himself for the amount paid to;
-~ Frank Robinsol& and that he should have
induced Va entine Robichaud, the super-
in ' deeldre the eo
an item in bis return which both of them |
knew was absolutely without any foun-
dation in fact.  If this ‘claim’ of Robin-
stcw%rta son's ‘were: an honest one it ‘eould /ot
‘ duty ‘it have been necessary. for M#. Stewart to
Tumber fabricate - an accoynt ;and include” it in |
Oﬂemtwns on  crown .18 ‘enforced Robichaud’s return in order to get back
and the proper !,@Wlmt of stumpage col- | the money he paid to Robinson.
lected from the operators. will indéed | The disclosures made in the course of
be a difficult on the inquiries which I'have held in the

NEPISIQUI STEEL BRIDGE. past few months have convinéed me that
in this and other matters comin d:
Bathurst, Gloucestet Co., N. B. That | Valiking RobL:

s.or to trouble him-
way ,an (‘o the payment of

Engines 'Not Used at First.

of was an elevator Well somewher in the

Fortunately the shoppers The asbestos mats were suggested and
were all out of the store, ‘and those few Promptly a volunteer corps of clenn and
wha remained after 10 o’clock to comi- Others set to the task. Fully half a ton
plete purchases were fnshtened away by of asbestos was carried to the threat(m 1
the .shouts 'of - “Fire in the packing portion. The sheets wer tacked up in
room.” « s the face of the fire, . The roar could be

T'his packifig room was locatcd on the heard outside but by grim determination
third floor of the Market square build- the fighters won out. The asbestos kept
ing. ~ When: the first apparatus had ar-, back the flames, and then the big streans
rived it was quite evident that the blaze Of water were brought in as reinforce-
had gained much progress.. Through the Mments.
windows on the third floor could be seen!' ~Water, however, poured through the
‘a great mass of flameés. = Within ‘a short McAvity building, probably inflicting
period the flames extended to the néxt damage to the extent of $8,000. Somc
floor and ‘then to the top. 'S¢ that in little loss was sustained also by the
less than hglf an hour after the outbreak smoke, but members of the. firm ex-
the building was one roaring mass, Ex- Pressed themselves last night as feeling
plosions. of ammunition could he heard fortunate that thé flames had been head-
distmctly and ‘many spectators on learn- ed off in time. They also said that the
ing. the cause of the noise moved hastily retall department would be open for
to more secure quarters. ; ; ’business as usual this moming, and that

any delay in the wholesale department
{ would not hamper their Christmas trade.

The building of the Western Union
Telegraph at the cornier and that occu-
pied by Cowie & Edwards were in grave
peril. " The latter . building '“was™ water-
soaked time. and time gm,?but even
:‘hen thc bricks were ‘White with the

eat.

In the Western Union, it is said the
staff” were on t of cuiting the
cables. Their entire. l Stem Was threat-
ened, Had tz wind been blowing n
another direc n, one in the employ of
the company sald last night, the entire
telegraph _system uld have been de-
morﬂ!xed As it was, one of the streams
ran’ ‘wild for g brief-period and water

o ed ‘into the cellar where ‘the storage
operating the system are placed.
was flooded but fortunately

‘Within ten minutes after the first en-.
gine - appeared three streams of water
were pouring water into the third floor
direct:from the hydrants. The pressire
was good, it was said, registering’ ubove
seventy pounds.  The firemen’ under 'the
direction of District Engineer Charles

Jackson, who acted as chief, worked
quickly and effectively. = Not being fa-
miliae with the layout of the bmldmg,
however, they were at a disadvantage' to
know how to battle with the flames most
effectively. They discovered that therc

building ‘and closely following they de-
tected that ‘the fire was being driven’
upward. . Asthe fourth:floor becane
ablaze they found the futilty of operat- b
ing ‘without engines..  Some little time’ S
was taken up in imaking connections: | the remnined intact.

Three enginés were located; No, 1' at! The N,'B. Teléphone Co, heatdquarters
the corner of. King and Prince William in Chipnian hill did not suffer from the
streets. near the Bank of Montreal; an- fire, but it’is helieved that some damdge

{ othier in front of M, R..A. Ltd. in ng has been caysed by the cutting.of Avires

street, and a third in front of the West- Which was hite Hecessary. It is. be-
ern. Union Telegraph. The new motor  lievéd probably” that several of:the King
apparatus was on the scene promptly on' sireet stores have suffered in ﬂlm Te-

Stewart and thére were some twelve men
who were' émployed . in ‘cutting’ slgepers/ of ‘$25,00 from Mr. A, J. H. Stewart.

Mr. Stewart and_he ¢ut.about:400 sleep-
‘persons were ‘working ‘on

just how many 'sleepers were cul on the

lands in question for Mr, Stewart in the

of land covered.by Mr. Stewart’s license
was gone over and all the sleepers ob-

hold 400 sleepers and some 500; so that

carloads of sleepers were taken off these

on ‘thesé lands for Mr. Stewart in the

‘on ‘these lands, aceording to his own sc-

my notice, this man ' Valentine Robi-

It appears troxn the examination| of
the, witnesses. who ‘gave evidence as to
‘this “matter that on: the 29th day . of '
August, AD.,: pb;que No. 3883 was is-
sued by the department of public works
for the prevince in favor of Frank Rob-
|inson for $25.,00;, This cheque is- en-
dorsed as ‘follows:

“Prank (X) Robinson”
(His. mar]
“Witness A. J. H. Stewart”

The voucher accompanying this cheque
is: an: account fof¥ twenty-five' yards of
'stone at §1.00: per yard, dated May 8,
1910, and was made out by Mr. Stewart
in’ the name of Frank Robinson and
signed and sent ‘in by Valentine Robi-
chaud, " superintendent, - in ' connection
with ‘his returns for work done in the
year 1910.

Frank Robu;son on ~ his esaxrunation
stated that he mever supplied any stone
whatever for the Nepisiquit steel bridge
atiany time but that he got the amount
Rdbinson’s e; planation of the matter
was that he Had.a claim for damages
done ‘to- his ! land  near the ' Dempsey
bridge in the ceunty of ‘Gloucester, and
for stone hauled off his land and used
for. -the Demsq bridge. . This stone
was removed; without his permission as
claimed by Robinson and he stated that
his ¢laimfor damages done to the land
in removing -the stone and for .the. re-
moval. of the stone, was $100, but he
eventually settléd -the matter with Mr.
Stewart and Mr. Stewart paid him $25
in settlement of his claim, - Mr, Stewart
eventually recouped himself for this ex-
penditure by putting in an account in
the name of Frank Robinson for $25.00
for stone s ,to the Nepisiquit steel

bridge, and &' chequs was rds is-
sued for this amount in favor of Frmk
Robinson.

It appears thatA F‘mnk Robinson never
endorsed the check himself but for ‘some
reason best known: to himself Mr. Stew-
art endorsed the-check as abdve in the
name of Frank Robinson and signed his
own name as. a witness. to the supposed
signature of Robinson as &  marksman,
though TRobinson ' is very, well able to
write and never signs by & cross.

So far as I could discover, Mr. Stewart
had no authority' to settle this claim of
Robinson’s for damage done to his land,

adopted the somewhat singular proce-
dure detailed above in order to get back
the money which: hc had paid to Robin-

Robmson says thl.t he atthorized Mr,
Stewart to endorse. the' check for $23
when it eame,  Mr, Stewart admitted the
correctneéss of Rabinson’s statement as to
this check and the reason why it was
issued, and ‘stated that lie endorsed the
check and ‘cashed it.

It seems: to:ymie it -would have been
very much better if Mr. Stewart had re-
ferred this matter to the Department of
Puhlic Works for settlement or had ob-

ment to settle“the claim. int.iltent(li‘ of cltaaik‘
ing upon himself to settle! the. m
tw:thout can\municaﬁng with the depart-
jment & then ﬂé ting the ﬁlnn defajl-
jed- li lfc money: *
w&ale Tn" h:et«ht .

] The whole. tras on, In. my judg-
ment, ‘was ‘very jmgular and, 1/ cannot
see any reason for Mr. Stewart interfer-
ing with thé business of the Department |
'of Public Works and taking upon him-
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but took' it upon himself to settle the |
matter 'with Robinson and afterwards;

Itained some authority fromthe departs}

‘{frozen produce, ull the refrigerator’ com-

lmy wife-at a pmgtessive whist, where

chaud was simply a tool in the hands of
Stewart. Whatever blame is to be im-!
-puted in connection with the matter men-
tioned ‘above should  fall = more upon
Stewart thah upon Robichaud.

(To be continued = -

GIVEN PRONOTION

B. W, Sherweod, of Auditor-
General's Branch,: Now As-
sistant Accountant in House
of Commions.

Ottawa, Dec. 22—(Special)—An order-
in-council ‘has been passed appeinting B,
W. Sherwood, 'of the auditor-gencrals
brancb, to the position of assistant ac-
cmmtant in the house of commons.. The
vacancy was caused by the superannua-
tion .of 'Mr. Chamberluin ‘and. the promo-
tion of D. W. Cameron to the position
of accountant.

Mr. Sherwood, who- ix a_ native of
Kings county, New. Brunswick, has been
for many years 4 well known civil ser-
vant, and his promotion to the important
pogition - of assistant accountant: in ‘the
‘house of commons is well received ‘in all
quarters.

LIKELY INQUESTS N
DEATH OF TWO WOMEN

Thursday, ‘Dec. 23:
May Littlefield, who 'was fatally in-
jured Tuesday - afternoon: ' by jumpmg
from theé runaway  taxi ‘cab in King
{ street, was a daughter  of Mrs. Peter

{ Langwa, of’ Sydney {(C..B) . William J.
Foster, .the chauffeur of the taxi, was
taken to .the police station but after
making a statement 'to the police was al-
lowed his freedom.

At the hospital earlyiyesterday morn-
ing Mrs. Mary Spittle, wife of John
Spittle, passed away  the results of in-
Ijuﬂes sustained when she fell from a
second  story 'window in. Wer . home inj
Queen street  Saturday might,  In beth
cages Dr. W. F. Roberts, the coroner,
will probably 'hold- inghests.

BRITISH GOVERNMENT
TAKES REFRIGERATOR
il PLANTS OF ALL SHIPS
London, Déc.’ 22-—Under .an order—m~
conncxl issued today the government has
requisitioned;  for  the transportation of

partments of the steamships. repstered in
the United K!uglkrm

“Lucky at: cards; unlucky at love, you
know.”  “You bet I know. 1/ first met

I won’the first prize”

reached, lond- reports

the second call. Three streams were
foyeed through this; - Each of the steam
engines semt, two streams. -And during|
the entire time sufficient water préssure |
endured * to imake -useful three ‘streams|
direct from the hydrants.

It was about 10.85 when the extension
ladder: had been' erected = in = Market
square ‘and. the “big gun” pumped a
steady stream right into the top. floor
for more than two hours.,” Three other
streams. found entrance at the face of the!

building. Two others were brought to b

the rear of the building from Chipman
hill. . The most effective work, however,
was ‘doné¢ from the building ol T. -Me~
Avity & Sons, Ltd, in King street. Six
streams were. carried through thé build-
ing to’ the roof and from there: they
poured down- hundreds and hundreds of
gallons of water:

The Origin of the Fire.

The fire found its origin in'the puck
ing ‘department; James G.: ‘‘Harrisoly,
secretary-treasurer of the firm; speaking
to The Telegraph, stated that he was
at a loss to explain just what set the
blazeg 'Mr. Chipman, an employe, he

said, was in| the department just about |

10 o’clock and found'everything in -or-
der.. About 10.05 when another of the
employes found occasion to go' into the
department, he was astonished to find it
all ablaze. Immediately he sounded the
alarm throughout  the building. - The
fire-proof doors connecting with the ad-
Joining building in ‘Market Sgquare. and
those connecting ' with -the King street
building were at once shut and every at-
tion ‘was given by those in the stores to
see that the fire should be confined en-

tirely to the one building.

/ Smioke had dlréady issued through the
two adjoining buildings and things per-
ishable by smoke were removed to com-
parative safety, It was estimated that
$20,000 worth of goods were sold and
ready for delivery. The system of dis-
tributing: parcels was rendered = useless,
and things were scattered here and there
wherever individual clerks believed they
would be safest. ‘The male clerks re<
mained as long as they could and digl
all in their power.

Whatever may have been the  cause

of the fire, it did not remain in its in<,

cipient stage for many ‘minutes, for as
the contents of the department were
highly inflammable, the blaze readay
gained momentum..- The flames  bifrs

through the windows of the third ﬂoor
and shet! half way across the :
driving curious spectators back half the
block.. It was not long before the flames
gained access to the fourth. floor, where
fishing. supplies were stored, and ready
mixed: paints. - These = also  furnished
good fuel and the flames continued. on

their path of destruction to the 'roof..

The amount of water being ponred into
the packing department somewhat sub-
dued' the ‘progress of the fire. Frm the
exterior it had a deceptive a

The firemen believed they had to work
in the third fioar. alone.

Leaps Thmgh Roof,

In back, though, the fire was nsu:g
steadily, ‘and as the fifth  floor  was
angd:
wére heatd:to warn the
enemy’s ‘advent into the ammunition . “de-
partment. " On' the sixth ‘ floor ‘were
stored . agricultural implements, 'black-

smith  accoutrements and' other heavy,

bardware. . The flames ' soon ' passed
through this department, too, and as

street,{at El Paso, the

ﬂs‘t:w Eghe.'

speet. e
Loss and Insuranoe.

1 Mre” HarrlsonL fu e
| The Telegranh, estimal rough-

t $150,000, adding’ that m%mce
|wo uld probably amount to $800,000. At
a late hour it/ was announced that the
- main’ building in. :Market squere had
practically . and great damage
throughout the other two buildings was
expeeted by water and smoke.

the insurance on'the W. H. Thorne
uilding, $5,000 in the Acadia and $2,600
in the London Mutual was held by J. M.
Queen. - ‘White & . Calkin held $7,000,
the Atlas $4,000 and the New York Un-
‘derwriters $8,000. Jarvis &  Whittaker
held in all $11,000, shared sgith the fol-
lowing companies, Queen, $800; pictures
and furniture and $6,000.0on the building;
British Crown Stock Company, $2,500 on
the stoek. - B Hi Fairweather had $5,000
on  the new King street building, and
$2,500 on the smaller building. containing
ttw paint .department, neither of which
;;::) serlously damaged.. The Sun carried

!

So'idlcu On The Job.

The 69th Battalion. rendened valuable
-pssistance, . The alarm was
‘pulled  in by. one of. the regiment. At
'the second call & “fall'in” was soundel
by a buglar at the armory and the men
of the battalion promptly responded.
They ‘were marched to the fire under
the commiand of Lieutenant Hart and
there they did indispensable work, main-
ly in keeping the crowds back of thc
limes:. The most of the men were from
“B” company, but all the companics
were represented.

~Among the soldiers was one who had
served several yedrs in. the Montrmt
fire department and he rendered guod
service, particularly in lining up his me
to good advantage. Lieutenant-Co
Dansereau, commander of the battalion,
and Major Halle, second in command,
were also on the scene.

Somé men from the 140th Battalion
were also,on the job. Amang them/were
Sergeant W. W. Shaw and privafes, S
B. Northrup, V. Cobham, W. L. Daley,
Warren Sabien, N. E. Logan, Jobu
Hills and W. V. Nelson.

AMTRICAN TROOPS
HAVE ORDERS TO SHOOT
IMEXICAN INVADERS.

Washington, Dec. 22— A merican troops
war departmeént an-
nounced today, have been given orders
to “return vigorously any further delib-
erate firing” from the Mexican side of the
border.

General Pershing, in command at E!
Paso, has reported that the firing which
resulted yesterday in  the death of an
American car inspector, was the delibér-
ate act of a squad of Mexicans who ap-
. peared -half a mile east of the interna-
tional’bridge. American troops, the re-
port added, were covering the. whole
river front.

During the rioting in Juarez, the report
said, there had been little firing and non.
towards the American side.

General Avila, who was in charge
the troops in Juarez; ordered seveml
the riotess shot,: actording to the mili
tary . reports from the border.

gation with

W. O. MacKenzie, barrister, of London
(Eng.), arrived in the city yesterday iv
connection with his duties as represents-
tive of the Queen’s order of nurses.

trian Submarin
Fine Craft in M
' ranean

$2 000,000 CARG
SENT T(

‘Hon of the French:
‘Cietat, the consul 'at M
““to.the state departn
were aboard. - Thée

' Was forpedoed without
" g’¢lock  on December
* [ fifteen minutes.

‘The A'merican consul

' yescued were picked up
. ter ‘they had been'in §

hours.  The torpedoed
reported was' on her
China and Hawaii to
Jost included one woma
passenger, a stewardess|
dren.

= British' Steamer Yeddo

London, Dec. 27—Thg
ish steamship Yeddo,
Novémber 24, for Bosto
has been sunk. Her ¢

Rich Cargo Goes Dow

Boston, Dec. 27—T
steamer Yeddo, bound
New York from Calel
by A. C. Lombard &
consignees, at more thy
though its' exact nature
as the bills of lading b
rived. When last here,
the Yeddo was comma
Brennan, and carried
crew of 60 men.

It is ‘believed . she h
Jarge amount of sking
Indian, products.

The Solveig Seized.

Washington, Dec. 2
Solveig; 6wned by the
atlantic' Company has
by the 'French prize
ers wilkk appeal.

gl a Norwegian
wid seig

while in a '}
papers reachd
: l. féw days later. S
ownership was given ‘ag
taining the vessel,
Official advices anny
demnation by a prize
Germany, of the Ami
Pass. of Balemaha reac]
partment . today. The
take no action in eithe
been passed on in ap

BELGIAN RELIEF §
USED STRI
CIVI

Ottawa, Dec. 27—M
Belgian consul-general
received a cabled deni
mans, Belgian ministe
St. James, of the stg
Rotterdam a few weg)
fect 'that 150,000 poun
Bruges had been seized
and that the Internati
mittee supplies the
turn, are compelled to
army. i

In reply to a que
the Belgian minister &

“All foodstuffs hand
population ' through 9
lief zemain strictly in 3




