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Stirring  Speeches Fire
Large Audience

Hazen Welcomes Experts
Coming to Audit Books if
They Are Given a Free
Hiand--Morrissy Refuses to
Accept Dr. Pugsley’s Or-
ders in Provincial Affairs.

Newecastle, N. B., Feb. 4—A keenly ap-
preciative audience filled the Opera House
here this evening to hear J. D. Hazen,
the leader of the opposition, and J. K.
Flemming, M. P. P., who, in stirring
gpeeches, denounced the extravagant pol-
fcy of the local government.

Replying to Premier Robinson’s an-
nouncement that he had engaged chartered.
accountants to go to Fredericton and make
an audit of the government accounts, Mr.
Hazen said if the experts had a free hand
the opposition would welcome it, but if
such an opportunity were not given the
affair would be a delusion and a farce.

He characterized the premier’s pmpogal
of a commission to investigate the price
of ‘school books as fu death-l;d l;;p:tntance,
impelled byl fear of losing the ions.

John Morrissy, M. P. P., and Donald
Morrison, M. P. P., aleo made vigorous
speeches yhich were well received. | The

to the speakers those present on the plat-
form were Ald. Chas. Morfissy, Ald. H.
Belyea, John McKane, A. J. H. Stewart,
A. J. Witzell and J. W. Dumas. The
three last named being the opposition can:
fidates in Gloucester -county. )
The chairman, in’opening the: mesting,
paid he felt sure the audience wonld have
little difficulty ‘after hearing the speeches
i hether they would foil;:v;t;,‘l:;
of extravagance or that whi
E‘;:w good government. He then called on
r, Morrissy as the first speaker.
John Morrissy.

Mr. Morrissy eaid he proposed. to make
his remarks brief as other opportunities
wonld be given the electors of listening
to the candidates. - He-thanked the dele-
gates for electing him and took it as a
proof that the people were satisfied with
the course he had pursued during the last
years. Should he again be returned he
would do his duty to conserve the inter-
ests of Northumberland and the province

enerally.

. He co{ﬂd not see tlge consistency of the
cry that the election must be run on party
lines. He had been o to the local
government for many years and he was
not. prepared. to turs _round -now .at the
bidding of Hon. William Pngafey. He
must vote as a matter of principle against
the combination in power.

“] am e to turn round now,”
continued Mr. Morrissy, “at the dictate
of ‘Sweet William,’ a man whom I could
not trust because he has taken public
'money to pay his private bills and who
placed debts on this province to put money
in the pockets of his friends by building
railways. I am opposed to him and thig
government which he represents.” -

In conclusion, Mr. Morrissy paid a trib-
ute to Mr. Hazen, affirming, amid cheers,
that if the province wanted a good leader
they could make no mistake in supporting
him as a clean, honest, broad-minded man
who would deal fairly with all classes
and creeds. There should be no French,
Scotch or Irish vote in the campaign but
a vote for the whole ticket.

Donald Morrison. ;

Mr. Morrison, after referring to the
large and influential gathering as an in-
dication of the interest taken in local poli-
tics, spoke briefly of the way the prov-
ince was getting deeper and deeper into
debt. He contrasted the debt of $1,000,000
when Mr. Blair was in power with the
$5,000,000 at the present time and made
reference to the emormous sum of $300,-
000 for interest charges which had to be
paid annually out of the revenue. It was
for the electors to decide, he said, whether
this state of thing should stop or whether
the province should have recourse to di-
rect taxation. He had been through
the public accounts as a member of that
committee and the public had no idea
the way the finances were managed. He
thanked the delegates for his election as
a candidate and in closing urged the elec-
tors to send the whole ticket to Freder-
icton in the cause of good government.

J. K. Flemming.

Mr. Flemming, who came in for a great
reception, referred in his opening re-
marks, to the meeting being the third
during the present campaign which he
had addressed with Mr. Hazen and to the
catisfaction he felt at the way their argu-
ments against the present government had
been received. After. paying a tribute to
the ability and energy of Messrs. Morri-
eon and Morrissy during the last five
vears, Mr. Flemming went on to speak of
the difference between Premier Robinson
and himself with regard to the state of
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. the figures given in his speech at Chat-

| been charged to capital expenditure and

| He wondered if the premier would take

‘as commiseioner of immigration at $2,000

the. provincial finances. Dealing with the
premier’s announcement at Moncton that
he had arranged for chartered account-
ants to inspect the books, Mr. Flemming
said he failed to &ee the use of bringing
men from Toronto to see if the books at
Fredericton wete correct. There were
plenty of efficient clerks in the govern-
ment offices for that purpose. It was not
eéxperts which were wanted at the ap-
proach of the elections, but some one
who could explain the accounts to the
people.

Mr. Flemming then proceeded to quote

ham showing how the debt of the prov-
ince had increased. It was a mortgage he
said on' every mill and every industry in
the province. 1t was no argument to say
the debt was not felt by the people. They
felt the interest which went to pay the
loans, and they had $50,000 a year more
to pay today in interest than five years
ago. Intelligent men were agreed that
the time had come to conserve the rev-
enue and stop the wilful extravagance in
all directions.

Deflcit 8400,000.

Taking up the statement made by the
government that there was a surplus of
$9,000, Mr. Flemming proceeded to show
that a number of items had been incor-
rectly charged to capital expenditure and

that there was in fact a deficit of $400,-;
000. It was no new thing he said, for the|
government to claim a surplus, they did|
it every year but he would like to ask|
in this connection how it came about that |
the debt was now so much more than it
was five years ago.

Taking up the expenditures in -detail |

Mr. Flemming criticized the way the in-
terest gharges and the overdrafts of the
provincial hospital and public works had |

how. nearly $1,500,000 had been added to
the permanent debt during -the past year.
When the premier, he said, got his ex-
perts down he would like to submit theee
features to them. y

tI‘uh'ng up the highway act Mr. Flem-
ming gave instances of the expenditures
on the roads in Northumberland, showing
that in 1906, $6,100 had been borrowed
from the revenue ot 1907 and that in the
same year $2,195 had been captured by
the road superintendents as their share.

the people into his confidence and tell
them how much he had borrowed from
1908 for 1907, and how much had been
held back at the close of the year last
Octobaer.

The speaker’s remarks on the road act
were heartily endorsed by the audiency
and much cheering and laughter followed
a number of his witty stories.

In closing, Mr. Flemming delighted his
hearers by his humorous reading of a de-
tailed statement from the public accounts
showing the way $1,561.04 was spent in
1905 in entertaining Prince Louis of Bat-
tenberg for one evening in Fredericton.
He gave it, he said, as an apt illustra-
tion of the way the money goes.

J. D. Hazen.

Mr. Hazen, who was ; received ~ with
much cheering, expressed the pleasure he
felt at meeting such a large audience of
ladies and gentlemen on the occasion of
his firet address to an audience in New-
castle. - Hé then proceeded to refer to
Premier Robinson’s refusal to meet Mr.
Flemming on the public platform in St.
John and characterized his Moncton an-
nouncement that chartered accountants
would be put on the books as dragging a
(herring across the path. What results
‘were obtained, he eaid, entirely depended
on the way the accounts-were submitted
to them, and if they were given a free
hand the opposition would welcome it be-
lieving that every assertion they had
made would be justified. If such oppor-
tunities were ‘not given the proceedings
would be nothing more than a delusion
and a farce.

Mr. Hazen then referred to his state-
ment at Bathurst that the liabilities of
the province were upwards of $8,000,000
and to the howl which went up from the
government organs. His statement, he
said, was absolutely true and he proceed-
ed to quote extracts from the St. John
Globe, the leading Liberal newspaper in
the province, which stated that at the
close of 1906 the debt was $5,290,759.22 and
that legislation had passed at the session
of 1907 authorizing a further expenditure
of more than $3,200,000.

After further quotations from the Globe
condemning the present government for
reckless expenditure, Mr. Hazen declared
that the opposition, if. called on to admin-
ister the affairs of the province, would
endeavor to keep the expenditure within
the income, give the province a clean ad-
ijnistration, and invest the auditor-gen-
eral with proper power. They pledged
themselves to make him an independent
officer so that a vote of two-thirds of the
members of the assembly would be neces-
sary for his dismissal.

Oriticizes Appointments.

After some criticism of Premier Robin-
son’s appointment of Hon. James Barnes

a year and of the selection of E. H. Allen
to fill the position of provincial secretary,
Mr. Hazen went on to speak of the con- |
tention of the government that the op-|

position' had no constructive ability. In|
this connection he instanced the secret |
ballot act as a great reform which the'
opposition was instrumental in passing, |
the act abolishing the non-resident vote|
and the frequent efforts made to secure]
better salaries for school teachers, who|
at last were receiving tardy recognition
from the government.

Mr. Hazen passed on to review the:
highway act as a result of which, he said, |
the people had worse roads during the!
last three years than had ever besn known;
in the history of the -<province, a senti-
ment which his hearens cnthusiastical]y'}
endorsed. '

He then dealt with railway administra-‘
tion of the government, referring to the
Central and International railways as
s of extravagant expendi-(

" he took up the school bool:!
d referring to Premier Robin-
i
marks at Moncton that a commis- |
ould be appointed to investigate
matter said it was a death-bed re-,
tance and the people would have no,
ifficulty in judging between such an of-!
fer mads voluntarily and made from fear
of the votes whicie would be lost at the|
coming elections. l
Mr. Hazen also quoted the prices|
charged for, readers in Ontario and New |
Brunswick as given in his Chatham |
speech and pledged himself to bring about
a substantial reduction. !
In closing, he said the time had come|
for a change in the interests of good gov-
ernment and if returned to power the op—l
position would administer the affairs of |
the province not in the interests of either|
party but for all the people. !
The meeting broke up with hearty !
cheers for Mr. Hazen and the other
speakers.

| vessel contained a great quantity of naph-

HOW BRITISH WOMEN SUFFRAGISTS
'RESIST THE POLICE

HEROIC WORK ON
STEAMER AFIRE

St. Cuthbert’s Officers anc
Crew Put Up Gallant
Fight for Lives

FIFTEEN PERISHED

Fourteen Men Drowned in Effort to
Escape, and Another Fell Into
Burning Hold—Gallant Rescue by
Boat's Crew from Cymric, Who
Saved the Doomed Men.

Boston, Feb. 4—A wireless despatch
from the White Star line steamer Cymric,
by way of South Wellfleet (Mass.), re-
ceived tonight told the story of the burn-
ing of the Phoenix line steamship St.
Cuthbert with the loss of eleven men by
the capsizing of a lifeboat, and the rescue
of the remainder of the crew by the boats
of the Cymric.

The wireless despatch says that the St.
Cuthbert. bound from Antwerp for New
York with a general cargo, including fusel
oil, naphtholin, matches and rags, caught
fire about 3 o’clock on Sunday morning
while in lat. 42.17 N.; long. 62.47 W. The
second officer, Mr. Tuohy, who was on
watch at the time, noticed smoke issuing
from a ventilator and immediately sum-
moned Captain Lewis. The Jatter at once
hurried to the deck, the flames which shot
up the ventilator scorching him as he
passed. Hardly had the captain reached
the deck when a series of explosions oc-
curred in the. forward part of the vessel
and Nos. 1 and 2 hatches blew into the
air. A call was sounded for all hands.
Some who were forward at the time, were
barely able to reach the after part of the
steamer as the bow seemed instantly to
burst into flames. The chief officer, who
was on the bridge, saved his life by jump-
ing a distance of fourteen feet to the deck
below, finding it impossible to escape by
the ladders which were already ablaze.

Although every effort was made to quell
the flames the quarters of the captain and
the officers were burned within ten min-
vtes after the fire was discovered. From
No. 1 and 2 hatches the fire communicated
tc No. 3 hatch and within an hour after
the first outbreak of the flames, the en-
tire forward section of the vessel was blaz-
ing fiercely. The flames fed by  the com-
bustible materials in the hold leaped to
the top of the funnels, giving out a‘tre-
mendous heat. A few of the sailors who
had been caught in the bow of the steam-
er were nearly overcome by the heat and
saved themselves only by hanging onto
the anchor flukes on the outside of the
vessel until the flames died down suffici-
ently to-alow them to make their way-aft.
The ‘deck was nearly ‘red hot, and their
journey to the stern was no easy one.
All of those suffered burns. Two stow-
aways, who were forward on the steamer
endeavored to escape making their way
on the jumper stay which ran from the
foremast to a funnel. One of the stow-
aways succeeded in accomplishing this feat
and reached the stern in safety, but the
other was less fortunate. While he was
still clinging to the jumper stay, the fore-
mast began to totter as its foot was burn-
ed away, and he was hurled to the bot-
tom of No. 2 hold, out of which the
flames were then shooting.

Boat Lost With Eleven'Men.

In a short time the foremast went by
the board. Finding that the steamer was
doomed, the boats were launched at about
4.30 on Sunday morning, one in charge of
the second officer, containing eight men,
while the other boat carried eleven mem-
bers of the crew. Almost immediately af-
ter leaving the side of the steamer, the
second boat was swamped by a tremend-
ous sea and all on board were drowned.
The second officer's boat drifted away
from the steamer, but as the oars had been
either washed away from the boat or
broken, the situation of the officers of this
boat was desperate. Three of the -crew
of the boat wepnt mad, while they were
tossing helplessly about on the waves,
which threatened each moment to over
whelm their little craft. Although the
boat,was at times half full of water, it re-
mained afloat through the efforts
of the other members of the
crew who bailed _continuously. ~When
daybreak came the St. Cuthbert was still
afloat and still afire, miles away. By step-
ping the mast and rigging a small sail,
the men: of the second oflicer’s boat suc-
ceeded in reaching the steamer. In round-
ing the stern of the St. Cuthbert a moun-
tainous wave threw the lifeboat against
the steamer’s counter, sinking it and
tumbling all the occupants into the water.
Lines were thrown from the stern of the
steamer to the men struggling in the wa-
ter and six were rescued in this way. The
other three were drowned.

Throughout the remainder of the day,
Sunday, the men on the St. Cuthbert
fcught untiringly to prevent the flames |
from reaching the after part of the steam- |
er, which was already practically on her |
beam ends. The fight was a desperate
one, as No. 5 hold in the stern of the

tholin. Had the flames communicated to
this the steamer must have been blown to
atoms and all on board have perished.

By strenuous efforts the fire was con-
fined to the fore part of the vessel, but,
when -the sun rose on Monday morning
no sail or sign of smoke from a steamer
was to be secen on the horizon and the
hopes of the exhausted crew sank to the
Jowest ebb as it seemed impossible to con-
tinue their battle with fire.

Reecue at Hand.

Shortly after 9 o'clock, however, the
Cymric hove in sight. Her appearance
was the signal for a great cheer from the
sailors and from the firemen, who near-
ly went wild as they saw a prospect of
rescue, and the officers had the greatest
difficulty in maintaining order. The St.
Cuthbert at this time was flying urgent
distress signals, a red blanket and a cork
fender carried at the mast-head represent-
ing the ball and square flag, all the usual
signal flags, having been destroyed by the
fire.

The captain of the Cymric signalled by
semaphore to the distressed -crew that
he would stand by and would send a life-

.ric was compelled to make a complete cir-

boat as soon as the sea moderated. At
that time a strong westerly gale prevailed
with violent snow squalls and the sea was |
running high. Shortly after 2 o’clock in
the afternoon the weather having moderat-
ed a very little, No. 4 life boat was launch-
ed from the Cymric. This was in charge
of Chief Officer Scivey and was manned

’

INSPECTOR) HAD BRCHN BROKEMN <

London, Jan. 31—Undaunted by their|
failure to reach King Edward during the
procession to and from Westminster on
the occasion of the opening of parliament,
the women suffragists adoptzd a new
methoq of protesting against the fact that
his majesty, in the speech from the thrane,
made no mention of their demands to b2
permitted to vote.

'The militant members. of the organiza-
tion formed themselves into several com-
mittees, which visited the homes of var-

ONE. OF THE SUFFRAGIST LEADERS BEING TAKEN TO BOW &
STREET AFTER HER CHAIN (SHOWN KANGENG IN TRONT OF THE < A SUTFRAGLST LEADER

Fllom THE SwETCHTT

jous members of the cabinet for the pur-
pose of asking them to use their influence
to have the question” of women’s suffrage |
settled at this-eession. As none of the|
ministers would see them, the women|
made demonstrations by ringing doorbells
and delivering addresses from doorsteps.
The police were unprepared :for this course
of action, and noisy scenes were witnessed
in sevaral of the fashionable thorough-
fares of London. Eventually the suffrag-
ists were disbersed after seven of them
had been arrested.

by six seamen, volunteers from the White
Star liner. 1n spite of the violence of the
sea, the Cymric’s life boat made the jour-
ney-to the St. Cuthbert without mishap.
Sixteen men, including the captain of the
St. Cuthbert and sailors, all of whom were
suffering from burns, wgge taken aboard
the life boat, after a nuniber of other men
of the crew had been warned back by the
chief officer, who threatened to shoot the
first man who dared to go into the l)fe
boat without permission.*

As soon as the life boats returned to
the Cymric and ‘the injurtd men had been
carefully  lifted on board, the life boat
was again hoisted on the davits as the
Cymric had by this time drifted far away
from the burning steamer. In order to
get back to her former position, the Cym-

cle.

When a favorable. berth for launching
the life boat had again been reached,
Chief Officer Stivey again started to the
rescue of the men on the doomed vessel.
This time nineteen men were taken off
and at 4.59 they were safely on board the
Cymric. Still another journey to the St.
Cuthbert was necessary as there still re-
mained on her six men, including the chief
officer, the second officer, the second, third
and fourth engineers and a fireman. By
this time darkness had set in and the work
of rescue was. accomplished with even
greater difficulty than before. There was
a heavy fall of snow, and the wind was
blowing a gale. In the face of these con;
ditions, Chief Officer Stivey and his men
succeeded in getting the remainder of the
crew of the St. Cuthbert on board their
life boat and returning to the Cymric.
The trip to the burning steamer this time
occupied nearly an hour, and on board the
Cymric great anxiety was felt for the
safety of Chief Officer Stivey and his val-
jant crew. A green light was burned on
the Cymric and her horn was blown at in-
tervals in order to show the life boat’s
crew the position of the steamer.

To the officers of the Cymric and the
passengers who crowded the rails trying
vainly to penetrate the darkness and the
storm for the first glimpse of the return-
ing life boat, the sudden glare of red fire
burned by Chief Officer Stivey to signal
the success of his final trip was a most
welcome sight. The reappearance of the
life boat alongside the Cymric soon after
was received with an outburst of cheers.
The men of the Cymric were immed-
iately hoisted on board and snany of the
passengers’ enthusiastically grasped the
hands of the crew of the life boat as they
stepped on deck. The life boat had made
its last journey in more than one sense,
as the buffeting of the waves and the
hard knocks it had received by contact
with the sides of other steamers, had dam-
aged it badly and it was half full of water
when it reached the side of the Cymric.
After glancing at the boat, Captain Finch,
of the Cymric, ordered it cast adrift.

Three lights were left burning on the
St. Cuthbert as a warning of danger to
navigators. Her sea-cocks were also open
and it was believed that she would foun-
der within eight hours.

TO HARNESS THE TIDES

Land Bonded at Portland, Me.,
for Location of Power Plant.

Portland, Me., Feb. 3—Alfred S. Black, of
Rockland, and his associates have bonded
land on either side of Bacq Bay in Portland, |
just east of Tukey's bridge, where it is anti-|
cipated that a tidal power plant will be ]o.ﬁ
cated, capable of developing at least 25,000
horse-power, enough to run all the electric |
cars, lights and engines in the city. Asso- |
ciated with Mr. Black in the developing of |
these tidal power stations are William O. !
Webber, of Boston, hydraulic engineer; E.|
B. McAllister, and F. Ernest Holman, of
Rockland. Mr. Black says:

“We shall commence the erection of our|
first power station at South Thomaston, four
miles from Rockland, next spring. The plans
for it are already completed and the land and
rights secured. We shall furnish power to
Rockland, four miles away; to the Rockland
& Rockport Lime Company, for use in the
lime quarries; to the Thomaston & Camden
street railroad.”

it Thi f1s adults and aged

difficulties by day

! of the audience in the evening were sup-

I entirely incorrect, ds these young mea
‘ knew nothing whatever about it.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT -
ABANDONS PARTY LINES
IN NORTHUMBERLAND

Most of Liberal Executive Will Sup-
port Opposition Ticket—Convention
Called by Robert Murray to Select
Candidates. :

Chatham, Feb. 4—The Liberal executive
committee held a meeting here Monday
evening in the office of W. S. Loggie, M.
P, and it is understood almost unani-
mously opposed the idea of running the
local government election on ddminion
lines. A considerable proportion of those
present are said -to have expressed their
intention of supporting the opposition
ticket.

As a result no call for a meeting will
be sent out by the Liberal executive but
notices signed by R. Murray, M. P. P.,
for a local government convention to be
held next Friday evening have been is-
sued. Great difficulty is being exper-
ienced in obtaining a government ticket
and many of the best Liberals in the
county will support the opposition.

OTTAWA INQUIRY
BURKED AFTER
LIVELY DEBATE

Ottawa, Feb. 5—(Special)=The pub-
lic accounts’ committee had a lively ses-
sion this forenoon. At the last meeting
Mr. Foster wanted to examine Mr. Wick-
wire, ex-M. P. P., of Kentville, on the
copy of a telegram which Wickwire was
said to have sent to Mr. Jewett, who
was the promoter of the Sub Target Gun
(Co. This was objected to and Chairman
Carvell ruled it out of order. Mr. Foster
moved that the matter be referred to
the house of commons. Today Dr. Pugs-
ley reviewed all the authorities on the
subject and said there was no precedent
for what Mr. Foster desired. Mr. Foster
said it was;!l attempt to burk the issue.

Mr. Emmer said that what Mr. Foster
desired was an insult to the committee.
The motion was voted down.

TWEEDDALE AND BURGESS
AGAIN NOMINATED

Andover, Feb, 5.—Messrs. Tweeddale
and Burgess, the present members of the
local legislature for Victoria county, were
again nominated at a convention of the
government supporters here today. At a
meeting held afterwards in the court
house addresses were delivered by Attor-
vey-general McKeown, Solicitor-general
Jones and the two candidates. Very little
enthusiasm was aroused by the proceed-
ings and it is said that at least two-thirds

porters of the local opposition.

NOT ARRESTED

Chatham, N. B., Feb. 2—The two young
men, named ' Cunningham and Millar,
were not arrested on suspicion, .as stated
in The Telegraph’s Chatham correspond-
ence last week, for breaking into Me-
Donald’s barber shop. The report was

Digby Civic Elections.

Timber Land Tenders a

Digby, N. S., Feb. 4—(Special)-Mayor Hay- |

den was returned to office today by acclama- |
tion. A hard fought contest for councillors
resulted as follows:- C. Fred. McBride, 156;
Bland W. Cousins, 132; O. S. Dunham, 129;
Wesley Fairweather, 87; Simon L. Sults, 67.
Dunham and Cousins' were re-elected after
serving a term each. ;

HOW GOVERNMENT
FAVORITES GOT RICH

P

Farce

Conservative Members Give
Instances of Big Blocks
Bought for a Pittance and
Sold for High Prices--Bor-
den Ridicules Oliver’s De-
fence of System as Absurd.

Ottawa, Feb. 4—The debate on the tim-
ber limits was continued today. by Mr.
Boyce, of Algoma, who proceeded to give
specific cases. In the Prince Albert dis-
trict for fifty miles Herman Finger bid
$510 and William Anderson $550. This
limit went to the highest bidder. For
second choice, a year later, in 1901, Finger
bid $5,000 and one McCraken, represent-
ing Anderson, bid $5,670. Again the high-
est tradey won. Finger tried again at a
forty mile limit and thought he would bid
high. He bid $15,000. But Anderson bid
$15,050 and got the limit.

Commenting on this Mr. Boyce said
that he was not prepared to say that
there was anything dishonest in the trans-
action, but it was at least peculiar that
there should be such small differences be-
tween the tenders.

For tha first three limits mentioned Fin-
ger ‘offered $65,000 to Anderson, who had
got them at $12,960. Finger managed to
get one limit for $10,000 and Thomas Mac-
Kie, formerly member of parliament, got
25 miles for $15,010.

Mr. Boyce argued that these prices were
vastly below the prospective value of the
timber and that the increment in- due|
time would go, not to the country, but to
the speculator “sitting with map in hand
and watching ths railway.” :

Enormous Profits,

Mr. Boyce went on to deal with the
limits along the Canadian Northern Rail-
way passing through Dauphin country.
He eaid that it was the accessibility to
the railway that made the limits valu-
able. When the road was being extended
forward in 1901 the average price was
$125 per mile. It rose to $325 per mile
and in 1905 it reached $718 per mile,there
being only one limit left at that time. So
that it was seen that in three or four
years the price rose from a little over
$100 a mile t6 nearly $1,000 per mile.
That was an extraordinary profit. He
cited another instance of timber being
sold at $25 per mile while timber not any’
better was sold at $3,100 a mile. It was
the close proximity to ths railway that
made the timber valuable, not the quality
of the timber.

Mr. Boyce then went on to divide up
the limits into those which were essential
for operative purposes, those which were
semi-speculative and those which were
purely speculative. The first he divided
into ninety-four square miles in which
were 1,000,000 feet of standing timber
which would run about $2,100 per square
mile. The semi-speculative comprised 141
square miles which cost $23,470 and 228
square .miles of purely speculative which
cost $20,975, or $92 per square mile. Mr.
Burrows, M. P., was the man who re-
ceived all these limits.

In concluding, he spoke strongly in
favor of the granting of the committee
asked for.

Oliver Defends Policy.

Mr. Oliver, minister of the interior, said
that the speech of Mr. Boyce would satisfy
every one that the discussion has turned
out to be a farce. The opposition through-
out the discussion took the stand that
the timber limits were being administered
for the purposes of revenue. That was not
the policy of the department for twenty-
five years. The policy of the present gov-
ernment and the’late government was the
development of the lumber industry for
the good of the settlers. In 1879 the
Conservatives wanted to raise revenue
from standing timber, the same as in the
east, but in 1881 this was discontinued as
it was not suited for the west. The regu-
lations fo rthe west then were to give
away without. competition and without
bonus. They handed over as a free gift
the timber to any one who had operated
the limits. A year after the date of the
licanse a mill would be established.

Although the details of the regulations
were changed the same policy existed
from 1881 down until December last when
the new regulations were adopted. There
was no change in regard to the mill
Under the late government it was never
acted upon. Now the mill must be erected
one year after notice is given. A certain
quantity of timber must also be sawn.

In 1882 there were 13,000,000 feet of
sales and 12,000,000 feet cut and in 1896,
34,000,000 feet sales and 32,000,000 feet cut.
For the nine months ended March 31 last
the sales were 141,000,000 feet and the cut
128,000,000 feet, or four-fold what ‘it was
in 1896. The lumbsr mills in 1896 were
fifty-five mills, in 1907 they were eighty-
nine mills. Then in regard to the addi-
tional timber lands, the Conservatives
alienated 30,000 square miles and the Lib-
erals only 8,000 square miles.

Mr. Oliver, continuing, said that there
were over 5,000 square miles in forest re-
serves and about 10,000 in forest pleasure |
parks. He contended that in all cases
there was competition and the contracts
went to the highest bidder.

Coming to the Cedar Lake limit upon
which A. W. Fraser tendered and Mr.
Oliver gave the explanation given to him
by Mr. Fraser. It was this:

Fraser tendered on behalf of himself

and friends for $1,000. Later on he goti

a telegram from Winnipeg to put in a
tender for $7,000. Having put in one for
himself he could not put in a second,
and he used Mr. Nolan’s name instead,

having Mr. Nolan's authority to do so,
and in due course it was handed over te
the Imperiai Pulp Company in which
Fraser had no interest.

Mr. Oliver explained the existing regu.
lations which were to sell-by public

tion after an estimate had been made by
the department as to value.

R. L. Borden, replying. to Mr. Oliver,
eaid that the minister of the interior
should be the last one to accuse mem-
bers of throwing out insinuations, because
no one was more ready to do so than he
was. The minister said that the same pol-
icy existed in ragard to timber limits in
Canada since 1881 until last December.
That was a contradiction of the statement
made by Mr. Turriff and other members
on the government side.

Fancy any one in Ontario saying that
timber limits should be handsd over as
they were in the west. The statement of
the minister of the interior was that a
limit was given to one man if there were
only onz tender, after being advertised.
That was a most absurd position. These
timber limits were not now required. In
that cage they had only a speculative
value but soon they would have a real
value and held by people who would not
operate them. |

There were in the province of Ontario
very valuable limits which yielded a rev-
enue to the province. Years ago they had
a speculative value and instead’ of getting
rid of them the province held on to them
until they now were a valuable provincial
asset.

He complained that the government
should have allowed the debate to go on
for three days without any member tak-
ing part in it. It was not, said Mr. Bor-
den, Sir John Macdonald or Alexander
MacKenzie that was on trial, it was the
present government, so that there was no
need to refer to what took place twenty-
five years ago. He could not understand
how any government would dispose of tim-
ber limits without first finding out the
value. That was one way of doing away
with the heritage of the country. Why
should these limits be put in the hands
of speculators when they were not re-
quired for settlement purposes? Why
should only four weeks be given, when
about four months were given in Ontario?
The minister admitted that there was not
sufficient time to permit of proper com-
petition. The member for East Assinaboia
told them he was not a detective, when it
was suggested that collusion took place
and that he should have been in a posi-
tion to prevent this.

Take the province of Ontario. In 1906
a tender was received for mines. It was
$51,000. The province did not accept it
but called for new tenders. The govern-
ment of ,Ontario took the ground that
they were the trustees of the people and
refused to accept the tender. New ten-
ders were asked and $178,500 plus 10 per
cent royalty was obtained for the mine.
The speculative value of timber limits
would soon have a real value and with-
out being properly advertised when offer-
ed for sale it was impossible to get com-
petition.

He condemned the practice of speculd-
tors holding timber limits for nothing but
speculative purposes. Having said this he
did not mean to condone the policy of
alienating timber lands when they were
not required. It was madness to do so.

Dealing with the opening of tenders he
condemned the system which permitted
one officer of the department to open and
award the contract. The member for East
Assinaboia talked of charges being formu-
lated against him as a member of the
house.. Mr. Turiff haec no more rights in
this case than if he were not a member.
He was at that time an officer of the de-
'partment and by accident since became a
member of the house.

The leader of the house talked of Lib-
erals of the British school, but that was
not the way they gave out contracts im
Britain.

Coming to the explanation of Mr. Fraser,
the leader of the opposition wondered why
it was that Mr. Fraser did not get a mem-
ber of the firm to put in the second ten-
der instead of going to Montreal for Mr.
Nolan, whose name was convenient for
this and it might be for other purposes.

Mr. Borden ridiculed the idea that Mr.
Lake had indulged in insinuations and de-
fied Mr. Oliver to place his hand on any
insinuation. He was not arguing for a sale
that would raise the price of timber in the
west, but what he did argue for was that
limite should not be sold until they were
required for settlement. In conclusion he
said that there was no reason, private or
otherwise, why the motion should not be
granted. .

Mr. Sifton moved the adjournment of
the debate.

Northumberland Co. L. O, L.

Newecastle, Feb. 5.—Northumberland
county L. O. L. met with No Surrender
Lodge here last night. The following dele-
gates were present: Wm. Corbett, New-
castle, C. M.; Jas. H. Dale, Blackville, D.
C. M.; L. B. McMurdo, Newcastle, C. Sec.

No Surrender, No. 47, Newcastle—John
Mengzie, J. D. G. L.; Wm. Stymest, D. M.;
Jas. J. Stewart, Sr. C.; Geo. T. Bethune,
W. M.; John H. Ashford, Clifford Mac-
donald, Lec.; H. H. Stuart, R. 8.

Empire, No. 125, Newecastle—Henry
Wyse, P. M.; W. A. McMaster, R. S.; J.
A. Follansbee, W. M.; Wm. Gremley, D.
M.; E. O’Donnell, Treas.; T. C. Hill, F. 8.;
James Beasley, D. of C.

No. 90, Chatham—Wm. G. Tait, W. M.;
Ross Harding, Chap.; Jas. Dickison, D. of
C.; A. C. Anderson, D. M.; Chas. C. Cam-
eron, Lec.; Jas. McDonald, 8. C.

No. 79, Redbank—Jas. Parks, R. 8.
MNo. 110, Blackville—R. M. Grindlay, W.

No. 118, “Indiantown—R. A. Cumming,
P. M.; Herbert Holt, W. M.

No. 143, Loggieville—J. W. 8. Babkirk,
D. M.; A. E. Babkirk, R. S.; A. H. Mc-
Kay, F. S.; Howard Archer, Chap.; Wm.
H. Hierlihy, D. of C.; Everett M. Watling,
Sr. 'C.; Jas. W. Jobnston, P. M.

A resolution was passed protesting
against the abolition of the Blue and Pyr-

ple degree by the Sovereign Grand Lodga oy

Thirty dollars and seventy-five cents waa
collected for the True Blue Orphans’ Home
in Toronto. f

Refreshments were served by No Sur-
render Lodge at midnight.

It was decided to meet quartérly this
vear, the next session to be at Loggieville,
first Tuesday in May. |

The following officers were elected for
ensuing year: (. M. James Johnston;
fee G. Tait; Chap.,Henry Wyse;
Babkirk; R. S., J. H. Dale;
PcGrindlay; D. of C., Herbert

i ansbee and L. B. McMurdo.

Proved. If your d
‘Puritan,” write us
tions.

DAVID MA' "ELL & SONS, St. Mary’s, Ont.




