srnment in.Canada, it must certainly
dmitted that no party in Canada has
er before succeeded in placing itself so
Gpelessly in the wrong as the Tory party
~with respect to these questions.

MR. FOSTER'S INCONSISTENCY.

s
»

a pleader Mr. Foster holds a de-
yvedly high place among our debators
-parliament, and’that must indeed be
Qy:eak,cnse which he cannot present in
ch a way as to make it seem strong. In
e art of statistical legerdemain he is
“ﬁ}"eritable Hermann. After he has jug-
with figures for a few minutes they
to tell the story which he wants
m' to tell; while if this process fails
falls. back upon a series of abstract
ositions which serve at least to en-
in, possibly to confuse, though they
not convince. His task on Tuesday
y ‘\\'as,'-,however, beyond the capacity
“the most skilled tactician in argument.
he ¢ase on_the other side was too strong
overcome even by five hours of
gic chopping, hair splitting, lightning
sposition of figures, and ingeniously
ated platitudes. When he got through
he surplus remained in view as large as
ver,'the record of increased trade loomed
p-as cncouraging and satisfactory as be-
sre he began, and the increased prefer-
ace to England still spoke eloquently of
ctical sympathy with the Empire.
®ur admiration for Mr. Foster’s capa-
ties ab.a speech maker does not pre-
ent us from observing the glaring incon-
gtencies which marred .an otherwise ef-
tive address. One illustration will suf-
Ten days, ago ‘he ‘was hot for pref-
tial trade with Great Britain—not the
ne-sided affair” ‘adopted. by the govern:
t, but & ;two-s‘i\dedﬂ‘nﬁnir, in which
- should‘ﬁ@'mt}@%} concessions. On
sday his argument, if it had any mean-
at all, wv’qq‘!ggptgd_to show the
sness  of preferences as a
feans of improving trade. He contended
h ;t not withstanding the advantage given
"‘ﬁngland in the Canadian market, Eng-
and had increased her imports from the
Jnited ' States 'more than from Canada.
this may be: qu’itejtn'le. : We wonder if
ifr. Foster expects the' people to believe.
at commercial revolutions are brought
it in a year, in three years, or in ten
ars. The test which he makes is not
ly unsatisfactory, but it is misleading.
§ ignores the very important fact that
thin the period covered by the prefer:
al ta.riﬁ,‘?\ our* imports from England
e uwpgasdd by 26 per: cent., and our
Eports to’ that country by 48 per cent.
i cantiof surely be maintained in the face
f such a result, {hat the preference has
‘a failure, Moreover, as Sir Richard
wright pointed out the other after-'
n,, Great Britain bought from’us last
ear $11 wc')rthh"o'i products per head of our
ulation, to, 84 worfh_per bead. from the

"

pad Rigten: L
That phase of Mr. Foster’s treatment of
preferential question was not, liowever,
)_serious as were his suggestive refer-
ices to the posdible effect of the new
jrifi ‘on the industries of the country.
?s position may be summarized in this
er:* |
. 1st—That the preference to England
iy bring about a dangerous competition
¥ our own manufacturers. ..
‘9nd—That our manufacturers are en-
i to protection. <
» ' 3rd—That the Conservatives, if in power,
would make it their first duty to afford
lequate protection to native industries.
?ch—Tlnat the Conservatives would not
urb- the preferential tariff if the op-
sortunity occurred.
“This is an accurate statement of the at-
ude Mr. Foster took in parliament; yet
t would be difficult for even so skillful a
jal pleader as he is to convince a
gle reasonable elector in the land that
phese _{hings _ate iretoncilable. In  this
ractical world you cannot eat your pie
bnd still have it. No more can you have
policy in force which involves dangerous
petition to- our manufacturers and at
e same time afford adequate protection.
:"uLeaving My. Fostér to split a few hairs
swer his own inconsistency in that regard,
& may not be amiss to point out the need-
lessness of his fears respecting our man-
Ecturers. A glanee through the list of

imports from England establishes the
veassuring fact that the articles we buy in
llarge part are not produced in Canada.
LAS was pointed out a day or two ago,
'some $16,000,000 out of a total of $37,000,-
{ applies to four great classes—silks,
linens, cottons and woollens. We buy
inone of the common grades of either cot-
ons o'r‘ waollens, such as are made in this
untl‘f,"but Tather the finer goods which
an only be manufactured advantageously
fin a large market. As to the remainder of
: r purchases, merely a trivial part belong
o clasees affecting home production, and
in reldtion to thesé it must not be' forgot-
‘fen that a duty of from 20 to 22} per cent.
ii imposed upon them even under the pref-
-Y‘grential tarifi. There is no probability of
‘chinaware, cutlery, haberdashery, fancy
goods and ‘the like being manufactured in
_f}anadu for years to come. So that no
risk to our home industries seems to be
;involved in the new tariff. -
’3’ Mr. Foster's solicitude for Canadian in-
 dustries is purely political. 1t would suit
him and his- party v'e;y well to arouse a
fear in the minds of manufacturers, and
‘those who are identified with them, that
the Liberal policy is inimical to their in-
terests. The cry of “wolf” in that rela-
‘f}ion was of great service to the Tory party
in years gone by; but it would be a reflec-
fition on the common sense of the people
‘at large to assume that the old scare can
é‘in revived, cry the Tories never so ve
emently. , Everyone is mow satisied that
here - will “be qovﬂerioué disturbance of
tariff conditions while the present govern-:
ment Temains in office, and the Conserv-
atives will only be wasting their breath
?n ‘the attempt to prove the contrary. Our
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manufacturers know their business thor-
oughly well and cannot be stampeded in-
to hostility to the existing adminisra-
tion by any bugaboo which Mr. Foster
may conjure up.

GOOD WORDS FOR MR. BLAIR.

The praise given to Hon. A. G. Blair in
the columns of the Toronto Telegram, es-
pecally in respect to the transportation
question has been already alluded to in our
Ottawa letters. It is the more remarkable
from the: fact 'that ~it cemes from &
paper that is not in the habit of praising

words to say of its political opponents.
The Telegram is a Conservative paper. of
wide circulation” and gredt inflende “and’
the fact that it can admire the minister
.of railways and canals shows the impress-
jon his conduct has produced since he
went to Ottawa. The value of the Tele-
gram’s praise is increased by the fact that
the writer of it accepts as true the slanders
in respect to Mr. Blair's career as premier
of New Brunmswick which were sent to Ot-
{awa in advance of his arrival there. These
were so widely disseminated that simple
minded Tories who read the Toronto Mail,
Ottawa Citizen and other party papers
must have thought that some political
monster of a new type was come upon the
stage. ‘Great therefore was their surprise
when they discovered that Mr.'Blzﬁr did
not gorrespond in any single respect with
the picture that had been painted of him
in the St. John Sun, and which had been
.sent by the Kings County Wamba and
other ‘members of the Sun staff to papers
in Ontario and Quebec. The Telegram says
that Mr. Blair when he went to Ottawa
“was - renowned as a-trickster, ag a man
who ‘would resort’ to.all . the games: of
demagogue to accomplish a political énd.”
The Telegram then goes on to say: “Blair
has not distinguished himself as a trickster
in Ottawa. He has, on the contrary, ad-
ministered his department in a manner
suggestive of honest intentions rather than
«f unscrupulous diplomacy.” So much for
the observations of one on the spot who

tawa with a critical eye, and without any
disposition to treat him with favor. < Mr.
Blair has been able to wring praise even
from a strong political opponent. It "is
almost a wonder, however, that it did not
oceur to the Telegram which has found

papers represented that he had been slan-
dered and that the stories they told about
‘his being a political trickster were fairy’

made and which has been made .against
almost every man in public life. Sir Jplm
A. Macdonald, whom the Conservatives

many to be a political trickster and he
was cgminly much more open to this

What s ' a political trickster anyway?-
Probably the best definition of it would
be to say that he is'a man who deceives
the electors and gets into power by making
promises that he dges not keep. Certainly,
Mr. Blair is not a political trickster ac-
cording to this definition. What promise
has he made that he has not kept? There”
Las never been anything shifty or shuflling
about his policy. His enemies always knew
where to find him. And as he held the
premiership of New Brunswick for more
Lthan thirteen years, was successful in four
general elections, each giving him a larger
majority than the previous one, and only
1e.igned office to accept the most impor-
tant portfolio in the government of Can-
ada, it is clear that the electors of New
Brunswick must have formed a good opin-
ijon of his merits or they would not have
given him their support. The public
might be fooled by a political trickster
onee or twice, but they are not likely to

tigns.

The Telegram says and says truly that
Mr. Blair is no “weakling,” but that he
is a “strong reasoner; a convincing de-
‘bater and a man whose judgment is'to
bz relied upon.” Referring to his , great
speech on ‘the transportation question
which was the occasion of the Telegram’s
rferences to Mr. Blair, that paper says:
“The m'nister of railways has more than
once displayed a contempt for petty is-
sues and for methods that are the wéapon
of the small politician. He distinguished
himself as a broad-minded minister on the
{ransportation  question  last night.
Whether Blair was right or wrong he
spurned the tactics which might assist in
winning a constituency here and another
there. He was national, not’ provincial.

rather than for the wishes of isolated lo-
calities. . . He pursued his own broad
line, was national in what is primarily
a national question, and made a speech
which will not grow old so: long as’ Can-
ada has a transportation problem to work
out.”

These extracts from the Toronto Tele
gram will show the impression that has
veen produced on an independent Con-
servative newspaper by Mr. Blair’s man-
sgement of the depariment of railways
and cenals. Such high praise will far
more than outweéigh the senseless abuse
that has been bestowed upon him by the
foronto Mail, St. John Sun and other
party organs of the same class.

, THE SAME OLD SPEECH.

It is really time that Sir Charles Tupper
gave the people of (Canada and parliament

a new speech. The one which he deliver-

'|'ed.on Thursday and Friday in the budget

debate is worn out, in a state of decay,
and -in fact worm eaten from mere ‘age. It
lias already been heard in whole, -or in
part, four times in the House of Commons
this year, and this is surely all the, work
that a poor, weak speech ought to ‘be

_a.sked to do. The speech in question, like

any one very much and that has few good |

has looked at Mr. Blair’s career in Ot-"

Mr. Blair so different from what the Tory |

tules. That is a charge that is very easily

now worship as a saint, was thought- by,

‘churge than Mr. Blair has ever been, |

‘He professed regard for general ‘interests |

-

all Sir Charles’ great speeches, is a scrap
book oration. What would the leader of
the opposition do without his scrap book?
Sir Charles Tupper is the greatest scrap
boek orator in America, with the excep-
tion of his son, Sir Hibbert. The latter
has even improved on the methods of his
gire and, having a smaller allowance of
brains, makes it up by keeping a larger
scrap boek.

But, to return to the speech of Sir
Charles, there must be a limit Beybnd
which a speech ought not to be used. We
fhave laws to prévent cruelty to animals,
‘why not have similar laws to prevent
cruelty; to audjences by inviting ;them to
come to a fresh debate and then firing off
an old speech ‘at them—a hoary - headed
veteran of the political arena.’ This is
what Sir Charles Tupper has been doing
this year to the disgust of his friends and:

the delight of his enemies. Day after day-

we have the saine denunciation of the gov-
ernment in the same stereotyped language,
marked with abundant laudation of Sir
Charles himself, who is, in his own estima-
tion, ;he greatest of men. 'All that has
been accomplished in Canada during the
past three years has been his work, and
if Sir Charles should -finally--conclude to
prepare a new speech that feature of it
would: still be retained. . We never expect
to hear a speech by Sir Charles of which
he is not the hero.

< There js no man in parliament who
seems to give the cppositior, more con-
cern than the Hon. Mr. Paterson, minis-
ter of customs. It is all on ‘dccount ‘of

his voice. Mr. Paterson is no whisperer.

He speaks right out and means to be
. heard.. Moreover, he has a habit of get-
ting together an array of facts and figures
which the opposition cannot answer, yet
¢which they cannot very well ignore. Then
they revenge themselves by making reflec-
tion on Hon. Mr. Paterson’s voice and the
distance it can be heard. Mr Paterson made
a great spéech in the budget debate on
Friday  following Sir Charles Tupper -and
he did not at all please the epposition.
This is bad for the opposition, but good
for the cause of truth and justice.

AN UNFOUNDED CHARGE.

" Messrs. Bourassa, Monet and Angers,
thtee Liberal members of parliament, re-
cently addressed a public meeting in Mr.
Monet’'s constituency on the subject of
Canada’s part in the Transvaal war. From
the reports published in the press these
gentlemen appear to have repeated in
substance the ' addresses they gawve not

long ago in the House. They maintained:

that the war was unjust, and that Canada
.should hesitate before committing herself
to the policy of sharing in any of Great
Britain’s conflicts. They argued that our
‘obligations were already lafge, and that it

.would be the part of prudence to take

a non-commital attitude. This was pre-
cisely what they had said a few weeks ago
in parliament; so that. their speeches were
devoid of any element of novelty. :

* We do mot in any degree share the
views of these gentlemen. We think, on
the contrary, they are looking at the mat-
ter from a narrow point of view, and also
without a proper regard for our relations
to"the Empire; but this does not prevent
us from according to them the same right
to their opinion that we claim for. our-
selves. That they are Liberals does mnot
dispose us to this view any more than
though they were Conservatived. We
have never felt that any permanent good
can come from an'attémpt to prevent the
utmost freedom of speech on .all subjects
relating to policy. To hold otherwise

would be to disregard the very foundation

of our representative system.

This is not, however, a very serioud
movement. It is confined entirely to ten
members of pa.‘rliament,'s‘ix of whom are
Liberals and four Conservatives. If Mr.
Foster were figuring on’ this phase of the

#favorable complexion ‘from the Liberal
standpoint, he would say that thé move-
ment was limited to 11 per cent.. of the

government supporters from 'Quebee and.

29 per cent. of the (gnservative represen-
{atives from that provmce. We state the
fact apart from pergentages. The..opinion
of these members has not been. the sub-
ject of any particular propagandism, and’
has not been taken up by a s'ngle in-
flucntial journal in the Dominion. It does
not command general sympathy anywhere.
The truth may as well be told at once
that it has its principal, source of life in
the unenviable desire of one of the three
speakers at the recent- public meeting to
fill a conspicuous place in the public eye,
to pose as a daring fellow, a revolutionist
and an independent. This is not a pur
.pose large enough to induce any cosider-
able co-operation, except on the part of
those who see in it a means t@vard the
injury of the government.

That this latter view. is already receiv-
ing attention from fhose who have been
shouting the race and disloyalty cry nced
not occasion 'surprise. The speeches  of
men like Mr. Bourassa are always capable
of being given a distorted and misleading
meaning, and guch papers as the Mail and
Empire are not above seizing upon them
with that object in view. Following the
meeting at St. Remi, that organ of Con-
servative opinion declared:

«“Three of the ministerial members at
Ottawa — Messrs, Bourassa, Monet and
Angers—have commenced an anti-British
crusade in Quebec. * * * Those among
w8 who are sufficiently credulous may be
tempted to believe that these three sup-
porters of the government—one of them a
paid émploye s secretary to the Washing-
ton commission, and the other two most
faithful followers on all occasions—are do-
ing thig thing of their own' motion or off
their own bat. But such a belief would

be ill-founded. They are acting under the
instructions of their

leaders —Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and Mg, Tarte—and in behalf of
these politicians:: * * * These men are
went out by the government to .sow the
seeds of disunien in Canada, of dislike to-
wards  the English-speaking population,
and of contempt for, the British Em,_gi‘rgj"l

There is, of course,
\ ~

)
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-all classes of men In

be fcoled in four successive gemeral clec- {imatter; and desired to give the thing a:

no warrant; for .the.

)

extreme ‘language just quoted. These men
do not ‘speak either for Sir Wilfrid' Laur-
ier or the gover_nmen't..b In fact, they are
taking a course diametrically opposite to
the premier’s sentiments or wishes. We
do not say this on mere conjecture, but
from positive knowledge. Moreover, the
views which Mr. Bourassa and his friends
expressed the other day in Quebec were
jdentical ‘with thoss’ which -Sir Wilfrid
answered in one of the, finest speeches
ever heard in our Canadian parliament.
These gentlemen are Liberals; and in this
regard they are' out ¢f touch with their,
party. That they should take this course
is a source of deep regret to their friends;
put there is no help for it. It is as un-
reasonable as it is maliciously untrue to

assert that they are playing a part assign-

ed to them by their leaders. <

1t is. equally unjust’ to say ‘that they
have commenced an: anti-British crusade.
They have not, neither in parliament nor
in the province of Quebec, said one word
against England. They have _merely, in
reference. to- the ‘Transvaal war, taken the
view held by Mr. John Morley, Mr. Court-
ney and many other' prominent men. in
England. It is their right to do so, and
nothing but- a disposition :to ‘make politi-
cal capital out of the affair, at the expense
of the ttuth, has actuated the Mail and
Empire in questioning their loyalty. Hap-
pily, Mr. Bouradsa has made another
speech since the one -referred to above.
He spoke in Lindsay, Ont.; on Friday
night last on the position of the French-
Canadians in Canada, and-in that addre:s
he left no reason to:question his devotion
to the mother country.. The report in
the Montreal Star, which paper would not
be apt to give a favorable coloring to his
utterances, reads as follows:

“The French-Canadian, said Mr. Bouras-

.sa, had a deep feeling of affection for the

French of the old’land, but they were
thoroughly Canadian and British. Canada
was, their home, :and they were proud to
call themselves British. They had become
British before the wars -with Napoleon,
and none had rejoiced more at the down-,

fall of that tyrant than had. the inhabi-,

tants of Quebec. The conclusion of Mr.
Bourassa’s address was: an earnest and
eloquent plea for
tween the French and English. ‘Let us,’
he said, amid enthusiastic cheers, ‘lose no
occasion to. find a .common. ground for
the discussion .of . our .differences, if dif-
ferences there are. Let us:be proud of
our origin, of our great public men, of qur
traditions; let- us shake hands like men
and do all in our, power to bring together
in this country in order
to form under the Broad protection of the
British flag, a free, united and broad
people.” ”  (Loud chgers).

‘it will be seen from this that these
Conservatives who allege that Mr. Bouras-
s 8 crusading against -Britain are doing
him a gross ipjustice." Surely we have not
grown §0 NArrow in, this young country
that we -will place the brand of disloyalty
on any man who happens to hold views
contrary ‘to those of the’ majority.

G-
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NOTES AND :‘COMMENTS.

" It is just what might have been expect-

ed to find the-Tories,. who.were shouting
so loudly about ‘the interests of Great
Britain a month g, now finding fault
with the preferential tarifi. They“do not
scem to take kindly to practical loyalty.
The article which exists only on the lips
secms to have their preference.

The protest of Dr. Leyds in regard to

the borrow:ng of six-Maxims by the Brit-

ish from the ' Egyptian army and his de-
claration that unless they are returned the
Transvaal -government wil] regard KEgypt
a¢ having abandoned its neutrality, is
smong the best jokes of the season. The
Transvaal government seems to have "all
it can do just mow to keep out of the
British prison ships without worrying it-
self about the affairs of other countries.

 There is some talk of Building a.cotten

employ about one
The promoter says

mill at Ottawa to
thousand persons.

there is room for ‘another cotton mill in'

Canada. .~ If so the place to build it is
St. John. The time will come when all

‘the Canadian cotton mills will be on the

sen coast, a moist coast climate Deing
much more favorable for the spinning of
cotton thanh an inland climate. The pro-
moters of the propcsed Ottawa mlil should
recognize that fact and come this way.

“In Sherbrooke Sir Wilfrid Laurier said
that it was owing to the waywardness of
public_¢pinion that he was forced to ‘per-

wit’ Canadian volunteers to go to Sout
Africa.’—[Mail and Empire. ;

Sir Wilfrid said nothing whatever about
the waywardness .of public opinion. He
simply said the government had stayed its
hand until  warranted in taking action by
the strength of public opinion. He was
right. Not another colony stirred a finger
until parliamentary approval had been se:
cured, and in some of the colonies that
approval was only liad by a narrow ma-
jority. i :
“Some Conservative papers are making
themselves ridiculous by saying that Sir
Charles Tupper ‘is being attacked in Que-
bec Lecause he forced the hand of the
government in respect of the first con-
tingent sent to South Africa. Sir Wilfrid
says it wad public epinion that led the
government to act. Sir Charles may
.think that his opinion is public opinion;
but he is no more correct in that regard
than in assuming, as he once declared,
that he is the history of Canada.

Mr. Bourassa, who is being made the
target of much coaise and uncalled for
abuse at the hands of his political oppon-
ents, in a rccent speech combatted the
idea held by many people that the Eng-
lish and French were. face to face in this
country in the same respect as were the_
fnglish and French in Europe. 1t was
impossible, he said, for any one_who con-

;sid‘ere}i”th'é subject to,“continue to hold

such an opinion.: History Fh"we'd' “h‘“
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Boys’ Spring “Toppers,”

.King Street,..
Corner Germain.
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TIME THE BOY HAD A NEW SUIT

Our department of BOYS’ CLOTHING is fairly overflow-
. ing with the novel things for Spring wear. 'The question
that ‘will confront the pareht‘ in ldoking over our lines is
not “What can I _ﬁnd, but ﬁzhich' of the many pretty
things shall I choose.” . | '

Bovys’ Single Breasted Sack Suits, for ages 9 to 16, in a splendid variety of new
_ n fancy effects and plain colors. They are care-
fully and well made and will stand any amount of pulling and hauling without losing
their neat appearance, $3.00 to $3.00. . '

&

TWO-piCCC Pieated vSllifS-—They are all-around favorites for the lads until they
‘round the 12-year mark. Then they want Jem like * pops.” Immense line of
patterns in Tweeds, Serges-and Worsteds, $1.50 to $3.00.

Vestee Suits, for Boys 3 t39 years—A splendid showing of VESTEE SUITS in
Serges and Faucy Cheviots, made up swell as you ever saw them, $2.50 to $6.00.

" as his majesty. is pleased to style the New Spring Over-
We show them il} all the new shades of Covert with plain collars. Just the
right length and at least $1.00 under the prevailing price, but that is nothing new

$3.75 to $6.00.
"B_OVS' ﬁ“ee Dﬁhts, in many styiisﬁ fabries, 25C. up.

&8 Write for our Spring Style and Sample Book of Men’s

GREATER OAK HATL,

- MOVIL

& (0,

_ST. JOHN, N. B.

————

the differences between England and
France were of a political rather than of
a racial nature. The French-Canadian
ropulation of -today was descended from
the inhabitants of the northern part of
France, who were closely related to the
mlers,and many of the imhabitants of
England. No new drops of French blood
has been Thfused into this country for
over 200 years.

Mr. Schreiner, the disloyal premier of
Cape Colony, has been making representa-
tions to the British government for the
purpose of preventing the removal of the
Boer prisoners to St. Helena. Mr. Schre-
iner’s representations were not heeded and
the prisoners will go to Napoleon’s last
.home, where they will be safe and in no
-danger of being reseued. Mr. Schreiner
ought to be well content that he is allow-
ed to remain 'at the head of the*Cape gov-
ernment without giving any new causes of
doubt as to his loyalty. Whatever words
his 1lips may utter his past conduct shows
that heis a Dutch rcbel at heart.

. .The Sun joins in the condemnation ut-
tered by the Tory press of Mr. Fielding’s’
budget speech. It denounces it as a cam-
paign address. There is, however, nothing
in such a reproach. Mr. Fielding was ob-
liged to defend the policy of the present
government by comparing the results with
those achieved under the policy of his pre-
dccessors. If such comparisons are to the
disadvantage of the Tories they must take
their medicine as cheerfull'y and resignedly
as possible. - It would be more to the point
if they tried to disprove the deductions
which Mr. Fielding’s facts naturally sug-
gest; rather than to rail at him for
gla.king such political capital as the facts
warranted. With similar statements to
present, does the Sun ask us to belicve
that Mr. Foster wculd have eliminated all
political . considerations? We know Mr.
Foster too well to believe any such story.

CHINESE PIRATES CAPTURE
: A BRITISH LAUNCH.
The Pilot Murdered and the Supercago
Made a Prisoner.—Launch and Lighter
Looted.

Hong Kong, April 2—A British steam
launch was captured by pirates yesterday
near the Chek-Houng-Shan district. The
pilot of the boat was murdered and the
launch and a lighter, which it had in tow
were looted. The supercargo was made
a prisoner.

The Queen Approve; the .A;pointme:t-.-

London April 2—It is oflicially annoute-

derry as postmaster general, in succession
to the Duke of Norfolk, who is bound for

Bouth ,A‘f'rical ¢ v‘vithv the ‘Sussex Yeomanry.

“ed that (ueen‘ Victoria has approved the]
appointient of the Marquis of T.ondon-*

The Issue,

We have drawn the lines between honor-
able gentlemen opposite and ourselves.

They have demanded the pound of flesh. :

I do not state the case too. strongly. They

have in-effect said that if they had been i

in power in April, 1897, they would not
have granted the preference to England.
They have, in effect, said that if they come
back to power they will. not grant any
preference to England unless England shall
give them equal preference. There, sir,
we accept the issue. =

In testimony of our faith in _tHe system

{we have adopted,.in the belief that it is

best for Canada and best for England,
in the belief that, to use the words of Her
Majesty’s colonial secretary, it is the pol-
icy that is “welding more closely the ties
that unite the colonies. to the mother
land,” we stand by that policy, and we
are preparved to go further; and when I
conclued my remarks, I shall place on the
table of the House a resolution which de-
clares that after the lst of July next, there
shall be an increase in the preference to
England, that from and after the lst of.
July next the preference of 25 per cent.
which is now the preferential tariff, shall
be increased to 3313 per cent.; in other

| words,. that from and after that date, for

every $3 of duty impoged upon the pro-
ducts of foreign countries, there shall be
only $2 of duty levied on the goods com-

ing from: our mother land.—[Hon. W. 8.
TFielding, in his budget, speech. e

Artillery Officers’ Annua eeting.

At the annual meeting of the 3rd Regl
ment, C. A., held on Saturday evening at
the residence of Lieut. Col. Jones the fol-
lowing resolution of sympathy was voted to
the mother and family of the late Corp.
Withers, who lost his life at Paadrdeberg:

“The officers of the 3rd Regiment, Cana-
dian Artillery, assembsd at their annual
meeting, desire to place on record the deep
sorrow with which they have learned of the
death of Corporal F. W. Withers, ‘their late
comrade, who was Xilled in action on Feb.
27th, in the South African campaign.

“Corporal Withers was an example of the
best typ2 of Canadian - militiaman, trusted
by his officers and respected by his'com-
rades. To die oh duty in the fage of the
enemy and in the hour of .victory .is an
honor vouchsafed to few, but of the many
who have fallen in upholding Her Majesty’s
arms, none have, in a greater degree carn-
ed a hero’s death. /

“To the mother and- relatives of the de-
ceased we would respectfully tender our
sincere sympathy. : i

Surg. Licut Col. Daniel, Major White and
Capt. Baxter were elected the ' regimental
committee. The band committee: is Major
Crawford, Lieuts. Barker and Robinson.
The audit committee is Lieuts. Frith and
Kmmerson. :

Provincial Sunday School -Work.

Rev. A. Lucas, field secretary of the
Provincial Sunday School - Association, was
in the city Saturday on his way home to
Sussex after a month spent in the work
in York and Victoria counties. .On Thurs-
day last he organized Woodstock town
convention and on Friday was with Mc-
Adam convention, On Thursday next
Rev. Mr. Lucas will begin-a series of ¢on-
ventions in  Albert county, beginning
Thursday at Hopewell and continuing 10
days.

Big sleeves were considered a’nécessity
on every woman’s drgsg two years ago,
‘but they are -as antiquated now 48 the
manner in which a country barber combs
his hair.—[Atchison Globe.. ;

L.even live within its walls.

Summer School of Science.

'The Summer School of Science for the
Atlantic' provinces will begin  its session
at Bear.River in late July. The attract-
iveness of this spot will draw many en-
thusiastic students from all parts of these
provinces and probably many from other
places to take advantage of the opportu-
nities afforded by the school to combine
most delightfully instruction and recrea-
tion. No more charming place in Nova

Scotia could have been selected, and the
historical interest attached to the adjacent
Annapolis Valley will attract many stu-
dents. Those who wish for information
concerning the objects of ‘the school and
other points may obtain a calendar from
the secretary, Mr. J. D. Seaman, Char-
lottetown, P. E. 1.

It is the rule of the White Heuse that
no bird shall be allowed to warble, or
The wife of
President Hayes made this rule years ago,
and it has been preserved as a sacred pre-
cedence. When Mrs. Cleveland first went
to the White House to live after her mar-
riag_e she .had a pet canary. But the rule
against birds was explained to her,” and
she gave the bird away. Mrs. Harrison
also started to bring a couple of canaries
home from Indianapolis before she learn-

ed that the birds were tabooed inside the
White House.

“It amuses me to hear Hopperdyke say
he is a man of few words.”

“Well, he is, liu_t he can talk you to
death with the few that he does know.”
—[Chicago Tribune.

One year’s sweepings of the British mi
yields over $5,000 in gold and silver. 2
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