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REV. DR. TALMAGE ON THE LIFE OF
| THE LATE STEPHEN J. FIELD.

A GREAT MAN FALLEN THIS DAY

The Great American Chief Justice Could
!  Trace an Honorable Ancestry Back
| 800 Years to the Time of William the
i Conqueror—Striking Earthly Career
: Merged Into Christian Character.

|
+  Washington,. April 23.—Rev. Dr. Tal-
mage took for his text to-day IL Samuel
ili, 388, “Know ye not that thore is a,
‘Xsrael?’’ He said:

Here is a plumed catafalque, followed

King David and a funcral oration

.which he delivers at thec tomb. Concern-
.ing Abner, the great, David weeps out
‘the text. More appropriately than when
originally uttered we may now utter this
resounding lamentation, ‘‘Know ye not
'that there is a prince and a great man
fallen this day in Isracl?”’ .
" It was 80 minutes after 6, the exact !
hour of sunset of the Sabbath day, and |
while the evening lights were being
kindled, that the soul of Stephen J.
Field, the lawyer, the judge, the patriot,
_the statesman, the Christian, ascended.
1t was sundown in the home on yonder
Capitol bill, as it was sundown on all |
the surrounding hills, but in both cases
-the sun set to be followed by a glorious
sunrise. Hear the Kaster anthems still
‘lingering in the air, ““The trumpet shall |
sound, and the dead shall rise.”’

Our departed friend camnc forth a boy
from a minister’s home in New Eneland. ]
He knelt with father and mother at
morning and evening prayer, learncd
from maternal lips lessons of piety which
-lasted him and controlled him amid all |
the varied and exciting scencs of a life-
time and helped him to die in peace an
octogenarian. Blot out from Amcrican |
history the names of those ministers’
.sons who have done honor to judicial
bénch and commercial circle and national
‘legislature and Presidential chair, and
you wwould obliterate many of the grand- |
est chapters of that history. It isno'
,small advantage to have started from a
home where God is honored and the sub- |
.ject of a world’s emancipation from sin
and sorrow is under constant discussion. !
The Ten Commandments, which are the
foundation of all good law—Roman law,
‘German law, English law, American law '
—are the best feundation upon which to
build character, and those which the boy,
Stephen J. Field; so often hcard in the
‘parsonage at Stockbridge were his guid-
ance when, a half century after, as a
gowned justice of the supreme court of
.tho United States, he unrolled his opin-
jons. Bibles, hymn books, catechisms, ‘
family prayers, atmosphere sanctified, are '
good surroundings for boys and girls to
‘start from, and if our laxer ideas of re-
ligion and Sabbath days and home train-
‘ing produce as splendid men and women
as the much derided Puritanic Sabbath
and Puritanic teachings have produced it
will be a matter of congratulation and
thanksgiving. . i
.+ Do not pass by the fact that I have not |

et seen emphasized that Stephen J.
Field was a minister's son. Notwith-
‘standing that there are conspicuous ex-
‘ceptions to the rulo—and the exceptions
have built up a stereotyped defamation
on the subject—statistics plain and un-
deniable prove that a larger proportion of
ministers’ sons turn oué well than are to
be found in any other genealogical table.
Let all the parsonages of all denomina-
-tiops of Christians where children are
growing up take the consolation. Sece the
star of hope pointing down to that

Notice also that our departed friend
was & member of a royal family. There
were no crowns or scepters or thrones in
that ancestral line, but the family of the
Fields, like the family of the New York
Primes, like the family of the Princcton
Alczanders, like a score of families that
1 might mention, if it were best to men-
tion them, were ‘“‘the children of the
King,’”” and bad put on them honors
brighter than crowns and wielded influ-
ence longer and wider than scepters. That
family of Ficlds traces an honorable lin-

Feld, coadjutor of William the Con-
queror.. Let us thank God for such fami-
lies, generation after generation on the
gide of that which is right and good.
¥our sons of that country minister,

uscfulness in their sphercs, legal, com-
mercial, literary and theological, and a

ciate justices of the supreme court. Such
families counterbalance for good those
families all wrong from generation to
generation — famisdes that  stand for
weulth, unrighteously got and stingily
kept or wickedly squandered; families
that stand for fraud or impurity or male-
volence; family names that immediately
come to every mind. though through
sense of propricty they do not come to
the lip.

Among the most absorbing books of
tho Bible is the book of Kings, which
aguin and again illustrates that though
picty is not hereditary the style of par-
entage has much to do with the style of
descendant. It declares of King Abijam,
«“He walked in all the sins of his father
which he had done before him,’’ and of
King Azariah, “He did that which was
‘right in the sight of the Lord, according
4o all that his father Amaziah bad done.”’
“We owo a debt to those- who have gonc
"before in our line as certainly as we have |
‘obligations to those who subsequently !

. ‘appear in the household. Not so sacred is

your old father’s walking staff, which

you keep 1n his memory, or the eyeglasses |
through shich your mother- studied the ‘
Bible in her old age as the name they

bore, the name which you inherited. |
Keep it bright, I charge you. Keep it

suggestive of something clevated in char- |
acter. Trample not underfoot that which |
to your father and mother was dearer |
than life itself. Defend their graves as

they defended your cradle. Family coat
.of arms, escutcheons, ensigns armorial, '
lion couchant, or lion dormant, or lion

rampant, or lien combatant, may &attract

attention, but better than all heraldic

inscription is a family name which means

from generation to generation faith in

God, self-sacrifice, duty performed, a life

well lived and a death happily died, and

a heaven gloriously won. That was the

kind of name that Justice Field augment-
_od and adorred and perpetuated—a name
'honorable at the close of the eighteenth
oentury, more honored now aé the close
‘of the nineteenth.

Notice also that our iMustrious friend
was great in reasonable and genial dis-
gent. Of the 1,048 opinions he rendered
'mgne Was move gpotens or memorable
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| the hole called by John Randolph ‘‘the

than those renderoll while he was in
small minority and sometimes in a min-
ority of one. A learned and distinguished
lawyer of this country said he wouid
rather be the author of Judge Field's
dissenting opinions than to be the author
of the constitution of the United States.
The Declaration of American Independ-
ence was a dissenting opinion. The Free
Church of Scotland, under Chalmers and
his compeers, was a dissenting movement.
The Bible itself, Old Testamentand New
Testamont, is a protest against the

! theories that would have destroyed the

world, and is a dissenting as well as a
divinely inspired book. The Decalogue
on Sinai repeated ten times “Thou shalt
not.” For ages to coms will be quoted
from lawbooks in courtrooms Justice
Field’s magnificent dissenting opinions.

Notice that our ascended friend bad
such a character as assault and peril
alone can develop. He had not come to
the soft cushions of the supreme court
bench stepping on cloth of gold and
saluted all along the line by handclap-
ping of applause. Country parsonages do
not rock their babes in satin lined cradle
or afterward send them out into the
world with enough in their hand to pur- |
chase place and power. Pastors’ salaries
in the early part of this century hardly
ever reached §700 a year. Kconomies that
sometimes cut into the bone  character-
ized many of the homes of the New Eng-
land clergymen. The young lawyer of
whom we speak to-day arrived in San
Francisco in 1849 with only $10 in his
pocket. Williamstown College was only
introductory to a postgraduate course,
which our illustrious friend took while
administering justice and halting ruffian-
ism amid the mining camps of California. |
Oh, those ‘‘forty-niners,’’ as they were
called, through what privations, through
what narrow escapes, amid what expo-
sures they moved! Administering and
executing law among outlaws never bhas
been an easy undertaking. Among moun-
taineers, many of whom had no regard
for human life, and where the snap of
pistol and bang of gun were not unusual
responscs, required courage of the highest
metal. !

Behind a dry goods box, surmounted
by tallow candles, Judge Field began his '
judicial career. What exciting scenes he
passed through! An infernal machine
was handed to him, and inside the lid of
the box was pasted his decision in the
Pueblo case, the decision that had balked
unprincipled speculaters. Ten years ago !
his life would have passed out had not !
an officer of the law shot down his assail- |
ant. It took a long training of hardship '
‘and abuse and misinterpretation and
threat of violence and flash of assassin’s
knife to fit him for the high place where
he could defy legislatures and congresses
and presidents and the world when he
knew he was right. Hardship is the
grindstone that sharpens intellectual
$aculties and the sword with which to
strike effectively for God and one’s coun-
try.

The recason -that life to so many is a
failure is because they do not have oppo-
gition enough and trials enough or be-
cause they ignominiously lie down to be
run over by them instead of using them
for stairs on which to put their foot and ,
mount. Those ““born with a gold spoon
in their mouths’ are apt to take their
last medicine out of a pewter mug. Op-
position develops courage. I like the ring
of Martin Luther’s deflance when he said
to the Duke of Saxony, ‘‘Things are
otherwise ordered in hcaven than they
are at Augsburg.’’

Notice also how much our friend did
for the honor of the judiciary. What
momentous scenes have been witmessed in
our United States supreme court, on the
bench and before the bench, whether far
baok it held its sessions in the upper
room of the exchange at New ¥York or
aftorward for ten years im the city hall
at Philadelphia or later in the eellar of
yonder capitol, the place where for many
years the Congressional library was kept,
a sepulcher where books were buried alive.

Cave of Trophonius!”’ What mighty men
stood before that bar pleading in im-
mortal eloquence on questions-of national
import! Edmund Randolph and Alex-
ander Hamilton and Pinkney and Jer-
miah Mason and Caleb Cushing and the
weird and irresistiblc Rufus Choate and
George Wood and Charles O'Conor and
James T. Brady and Francis B. Cutting
and men now living just as powerful.

How suggestive the invitation which
William Wirt, the great Virginian, wrote
his friend inviting him to yonder supreme
court Toom: ‘‘To-morrow a week will
come on the great steamboat question
from New York. Emmett and Oakley on |
one side, Webster and myself on the '
other. Come down and hear it. Emmett’s
whole soul is in the case, and he will
stretch all his powers. Oakley is said to
be one of the finest logicians of the age,
as much a Phocion as Emmett is a
Themistocles, and Webster is as ambitious
as Caesar. He will not be outdone by
any man if it is within the compass of
his power to avoid it. Come to. Washing-
ton. It will be a combat worth witness-
ing.” The supreme court has stood so
high in England and the United States
that the vices of a few who have occupied
that important place have not been able
to disgrace it, neither the corruption of
Francis Bacon, nor the cruelty of Sir
George Mackenzie, nor the Sabbath dese-
cration of Lord Castlereagh.

To that highest of all tribunals. Abra-
bham Lincoln called our friend, but he
lived long enough to honor the supreme ,
court more than it had ever honored him.
For more than 34 years. he sat in the
presence of this nation and of all nations
a model judge. Fearlessness, integrity,
devotion to principle, characterized him.
No bribe ever touched his hand. No pro-
fane word ever scalded his tongue. No
blemish of wrong ever marred his char-
acter. Fully qualificd was he to have his
name associated in the history of this
country with the greatest of the judiciary. |

As at 12 o’clock day by day on yonder
hill the gavel falls in the supreme court
room, and it is announced that the chief
justice of the United States and the asso-
ciate justices are about to enter, and all
counselors at the bar and all spectators
rise to grect them, and the officer with
the words, ‘‘Oyez, oyez, oyez!” an-
nounces that all is now ready for a hear-
ing and exclaims, ‘*God save the ‘United
States of Amecrica,” so I wish we could |
in imagination gather together those who ;
have occupied that high judicial place in
this and other lands, and they might
enter, and after the falling of some
mighty gavel bad demanded attention we
could look upon them—Marshall, the
giant of American jurisprudence, and
John Jay, of whom Daniel Webster said
in commemoration, ‘‘When the spotless
ermine of the judicial robe fell on John
Jay, it touched nothing less spotless than
itself,’”” and Rutledge and Cushing and
Ellsworth and Joseph Storey, called the
Walter Scott of common law, and Sir
Hatthew Hale and Lord Eldon and Lord

Tenterden and Sir James Molntosh and

Mansfield and the long line of lord
chancellors and the great judges from
both sides the sea, and afier they had
taken their places in our quickened
imagination the distinguished cases of
centuries which they decided might again
be called on, after the assembled’ nations
had ejaculated, ‘‘God save the United
States of America,”’ ‘‘God save Great
Britain, ‘“God s: ve the nations.”’

Ah, how the law honors and sanctifles
everything it touches! Naturallaw. Civil
law. Social law. Commercial law. Com-
mon law. Moral law. Ecclesiastical law.
International law. Oh, the dignity, the
impressiveness, the power of law! It is
the only thing before which Jehovah
bows, but he bows before that, although
the law is of his own making. The law!
By it worlds swing. By it the fate of
centuries is decided. By it all the affairs
of time and all the cycles of eternity will
be governed. We cannot soar so high, or
sink so deep, or reach out so far, or live
so long as to escape it. It is the throne
on which the Almighty sits. To interpret
law, what a profession! What a responsi-
bility !

In passing let me say that for this
chief tribunal of our country congress
should soon provide a better place. Let
some of the moneys voted for the im-
provement of rivers which are nothing
but dry creecks and for harbors which
will never have any shipping and for
monuments to some people whom it is
not at all important for us to remember
be voted for the erection of a building
worthy of our United " States supreme
court. John Ruskin, in ‘‘Stones of
Venice,”’ calls attention to the pleasing
fact that in the year 813 the doge of
Venice devoted himself to putting up two
great buildings—St. Mark’s, for- the
worship of God, and a palace for the ad-
ministration of justice to man. In its
appreciation of what is best lct not 1899
be behind 813. With such granite in our
quarries and such architects capable of
drafting sublime structure and such
magnificent sites on which to build let
not another year pass before we hear the
trowel ring on the cornerstone of a tem-
ple to be occupied by the highest court
of the land.

Have you ever realized how much God
has honored law- in the fact that all up
and down the Bible he makes the judge
a type of himself and employs the scene
of a courtroom to set forth the grandeurs
of the great judgment day? Book of
Genesis, ‘‘Shall not the judge of* all the
earth do right?’’ Book of Deuteronomy,
¢The Lord shall judge his people.”” Book
of Psalms, “God is Judge himself.”
Book of the Acts. ‘‘Judge of quick and
dead.” Book of Timothy, ‘‘The Lord the
righteous Judge.”’ Never will it be
understood how God honors judges and
courtrooms until the thunderbolt of the
last day shall pound the opening of the
great assize—the day of trial, the day of
clearance, the day of doom, the day of
judgment. The law of the case on that
occasion will be read, and the indictment
of ten counts, which are the Ten Com-
mandments. Justice will plead the case
1gainst us, but our glorious advocate
will plead in our bebalf, for ‘‘we have an
advocate with- the Father—Jesus Christ,
the righteous.”” Then the case will be
docided in our clearance, as the Judge

- announces, ‘‘There is now, therefore, no

condemnation to them who are in Christ
Jesus.”” Under the crowded galleries of
cloud on that last day and under the
swaying upholstery of a burning heavens
and while the Alps and Himalayas and
Mount Washington are falling filat on
their faces we will be able to understand
the significance of these Scripture pass-
ages which speak of Ged as Judge and
employ the courtroom: of earth as typical
of the scene when all nations shall be
brought into tribunal

To have done well, all $hat such a pro-
fession could ask of him, and to have
made that profession still more honorable
by his brilllant and: sublime life, is
enough for national and  international,
terrestrial and celestial eongratulation.
And then to expire beautifully while the
prayers of his church were being offered
at his bedside, the door of heaven open-
ing for his entrance as the door of earth
opened for his departure, the sob of the
earthly farewell caught up into raptures
that never die. Yes, he lived and died in
the faith of the old fashioned Christian
religiom

Young man, I want to tell you that
Justice Field believed in the Bible from
lid to lid, a book all true either as doc-
trine or history, much of it the history
of events:that neither God ner man ap-
proves. Qur friend drank the wine of the
holy sacrament and ate the bread of
which “if a man eat he shall never hun-
ger.”” HMe was the up and down, out and
out friend of the church of Christ. If
there had been anything illogical in our
religion, he would have seouted it, for he
was a logician. If there- had been in it
anything unreasonable, he would bhave
rejected. it, because he was a great rea-
soner. If there had been.im it anything
that would not stand research, he would
have exploded the fallacy, for his life
was alife of research. Young men of
Washington, young men of America,
voung men of the round world, a religion
that would stand the test of .Justice
Field’s penetrating and: all ransacking
intelleet must have in it something
worthy of your confidence. I tell you
now-that Christianity has not only the
beart of the world on its side, but the
brain of the world also. Ye who have
tried to represent the religion of the
Bible as something pusillanimous, how
do you account for the Christian faith

of Stephen J. Field, whole shelves of the-| 1

law library oeccupicd with his magni-
ficent decisions?

Goodbye, my dear old friend of more
than 80 years. Your words of personal
encouragement and goed cheer give me:
the right to offer words of commemora-
tion. But I must leave to others his
place of burial. This city might choose
Rock ‘Creek and Oak Hill, and San
Francisco might ehoose Lone Mounsain,
yet if L had my cheice I would say let it
be the cemetery at Stockbridge. He
would be at home there, and it waoald be
a family reunited. But, whatever be the
place, let me sprinkle over the newly-
made grave this handful of hecather from
the Scotch highlands, in the hymn which
the people of that land of Andrew MMel-
ville and John Knox are apt %o sing on
their way to the grave of some one great-
1y beloved:

Neighbor, accept our parting song.

The road is short, the rest is long.

The Lord brought here, the Lord takes
hence;

This is no house of permamnznce.

On bread of mirth and bread of tears
The pilgrim fed these cheokered years;
Now, landlord world, shut to the door;
Thy guest is gone forever more. ’

Yea, village bells, ring softly, ring,
And in the blessed Sabbath bring

Which from this weary workday tryst
Awaits God's folk through Jesus Christ,

T0 PROTECT GAME.

A BILL INTRODUCED TO
SHORTEN THE HUNT-
ING SEASON.

A Number of Bills of Importance
Committed, Among Them One to
Abolish the St. John Labor
License Law—The End of the
Session Evidently Near.

FrrprricyoN, April 25.—Mr, Veniot
from the standing rules committes and
Mr. McKeown from the municipality
committee submitted reporte.

My, Porter introduced a bill incorpor-
sting the New Brunewick Pulp and
Paper Company (Itd); Mr. Hazen & bill
to dispense with the use of parchment
in all matters; Mr. Dunn & bill amend-
ing & by-law passed December 17, 1896,
respecting business licenses, by the city
of Bt, Johv.

On motion of Mr. Tweedie, seconded

by Mr. Farrie, it was resolved that copies
of the resolution psesed resnecting the
Canads Eastern Ra:l ray, be engrossed
and forwarded to 8ir Wiltrid Laorier. the
secretary of etate, and Hon. Mr. Blair,

Mr. Tweedie committed a bill to grant

and connty exhibitions throughout the
province—Mr. Wells chairmap. Agreed

te.

Mr, Tweedie committed appropriation
bil 8. Wells, chairmar. Agreed tr.

Mr. Pogeley commm:tted & bill far-
ther amending »n act respecting prac-
tice and proceedings in.tne Sapreme
court in equity. Burns, chairman.
Agreed to.

M;, McKeown committed a bill to de-
clate asnd explain the meaning of the
covenant for remew:1 in 1:ases for re-
pewable terme. Burnschairman., Pro-
gress was reported with leave.

My. Robcrteon committed a bill o con-
firm a conveyance fiom the city of 8t
Jobn to the Canadian Pacific Railway
Compsny and for other purposes. Fish,
chsirman. Proeress reported with leave..

Mr. Robertson committed. s bill to
smend ansctincorporatiog the Women’s
Christian Temperance Union of Bt.
Johr. Fish chairmap. Agreed to with
amendments.

Mr, Fish ¢ )mmitted a bill to amend
section 7 of chapter 107 Consolidated
Statates so far as it applies to the fire
district of the town of Newcastle. Shaw
chairmen. Agreed to.

Mr. Lawson committed & bill in ad-
dition to act 53td Victoria, chapter 73,
ipcorporating the town of Grand Falle..
Shaw chairmap. Bill agreed to with
amendments. i

Mr. Wh te introduced a bill amending
chapter 100 of rates and taxes;alsoa
bill in further smendment of an act
authorizing the acceptance of pclicies of
guarsntee companies aa security for the
faithfal conduct of putl.c .fficers; alro a
bill in amendment of chapter 17, 6la:
Victoria, registration of births, deaths
and marriagee..

A recess was then taken.

After recess Mr, Veniot from the
standing rules committee submitted a

report..

Mz, Wells introduced a bill amending
chapter 115, Consolidated Statutes, of
gewera snd marsh lande.

Mr. McEeown re-committed a bill to
declare and expl-in the meaning of the
covenant for the renews1 of leases for re-
newal terme.. Todd, chairman. Agreed
to with amendmente.

Mr. Tweedie introduced 8 bill in
amendment of the New Brunewick
¢ ctions aet of 1899 and certain acts in
amendment thereof.

My, Daon committed a bill respecting
the pr tection of game, Wells, chair-
man. The bill proposed making toe
open season for mooee and caribou end
December 31..

Mr. Lawson objeeted and wanted the
close s-asen to end November 30..
December, he said, was the month for
the lumbermen and pot hunters.
Cobique sportsmen had represented to
him tne desirab.Ety of the changes he

proposed.

Mr. Todd sgreed with Mr. Laweon, es-
pecislly with regard to deer.

Mr. Tweedie said December is & good
month for bunting. He said tbe ides of
lombermen shooting any great quantity
of moose was & delusior. The men are
not taken into the woode to hunt moose
but to- cut Pyge. He thomght it & bad
policy to change the liw every year.
Rportsmen had already made their
arrangements, gvides have been em-
ployed for the present year,
and it wotld vot be fair
to take.of month of the open season
without'any notice to these mem. nis
experience is that it is -mot well to
change the law in accordance with every
suggestion that may bs made, these sug-
gestious gemera:ly csme from pereons
who may have fads, and do mot take
into consideration the whcls trend ofthe

aw,.

Mr Todd always felt s great deal of
pride in our gsme resowrcer. They
won!d be & veritatls geld mine in the
fature if progerlv protected, Maine last
year had taken $2,000,000 ‘rom big game
gportemen. In that etste the close sea-=
acm is from the first of October to Novem-
ber 15th and he bl eved: the time was
comirg when three montha would be
the limit in this provinge.

Mr. Dann eaid no doabt that a laxge
numbsr of moose were shot by laumber-
men in December.

M. Porter sgreed with Mr. Laweon
that the Tobique sportsmen favored
etriking. Dscemper from the open gea-

gor,

Mr. Tweadie eaid that hi» experience
was that more mooze &re killed up the
8t, Jobn R-ver ouwt of season than in,
and very liti1» attention was paid to the
11w, esoecially in Madawaska
o Mr. Dann said he proposed making
the beginning of th open season Sep
tember 150 and the end December Slat,
g0 that there would be two weeks less
hunting than hitherto.

Mr. Fisb discounted the idea that
lumbermen cared toexist on moose meat,
He favored two months or two and a
half months as sufficient length of time
for the open season.

M7, Carve!l sa d there seemed fo be &
disposition to discuss the question from
the American sportsman’s standpoint
JTether than trom that of our own people.

ald towards the holding of provingial |31

The Fallacy of an
Old Custom.

Obgolete ideas should give way to advanced thought in sn advanced age,

There is an inhoerent di: 1:ke to part with c13 ideas or cuaetomr. When we ouf-
grew our childhood and discovered tratSanta Claus was 8 myth, we parted regret-
fally from this harmless tradition. If no harm comes from the perpetnstion of an
old cnstom there is no reason for ite discontinnance. Thereis one Id cnstom which
gmacks of the Dark Ages,yet there are many otherwise sensible men and women in
the ranks of its f2llowere. It is the time-worn castom of taking & epring medicine,
Just s the good honsewife gives her home a thorough cleaning at sp ipgtime, S0 8

gres many people treat their systeme.

And most of them need it. Bat why?

Simply because they have neglected their health sll the year, If nature’s
functions had been sssisted, aud her delicate machinery kept in good rununing con~
dition throughout the year, she worll meet the chanse of season in & natural

way. Nature makes provision for this.
you want.

It is daily, a.lthe-year-’round healib

The dally use of Abbey’s Effervesceut Bs 1 will give it to yov. Itis N
great assistan’. Take it da ly and you'll always be in good g:xnb. “'Th:.r:”,h.

nothing better to cleanse the syetem and

purify the blood at any eessor. Physi-

cians of the greatest nrominence in Great Brita n, Earops and Canada
and prescribe Abbey’s Effervescent Salt as a bloo'd purifier and aynour:rwmulll:gg
1t is she grestest preventive of disease known. All druggists sell it. Trial bottls,

25¢.; large size, 60c.

==

It would be s great mistake to strike
December from the open wseason, espe-
oially for hunting deer. That was the
time in Carleton when the people did
the'r hunting.

Mr. Veniot wanted December sn open
month He denied that lumbermen
took advantage of December to fil their
berrels with moose meat. It was a ra-
tion they had lit:13 taste for.

The section passed, making open sea
s"ntfrom September 15th to December
st.

A number of sections being passed
progrees was reported with leave.

Hon. Mr. Whi e committed a bill to
amend chapter 1751st, Victoria—Wcls
chairmar. Agreed to.

Hor. Mr. White committed a bill in
amendment of the public health aci,
1898—Wells chairman. Agreed fr.

Hon, Mr. White committed a bil' to
change the terms of Sunbury court—
Wells chairman., Agreed to.

Hop. Mr, White re-committed 8 bill
smerding the liw incorporating the
town of Milltown—McKeown chsirman.
Bill agreed 10 with amendments.

Adjourned.

Fexperrcros, April 26, —Mr Mc-
Keowp, trom the committee on the ma-
nicipalities, submitted a report.

Hon, Mr. Tweedie committed 8 bill in
amendment of the New Brunswick elec
tions act of 1880 and certain ac's in
amendment thereof. Wells chairman

My. Hezsn asked if the provincial sec
retary proposed to explain the bill.

Hop. Mr. Tweedie ssid the b1l did
not reqaire very much explanation. It

was in amendment of the New Brume-|.

wick « lactions act of 1889. The principal
amendment ie thas 1he governor in-
council is given the power to appoint
the third revisor in each parisb. At
present the two counc I3ire are revisore
themeelves snd sppoint the third revi-
gor. It might be urged that no great
necessity existed for the change.  The
attention of the government had been
called to the fact snat in many counties
the revision «f the lists was very
unsatisfactory.. The third revision
would be outside of loeal inflaence
al'ogether, and there would be
greater likelihood thet all parties
entitled to s vote would be placed on the
list.. The municipalities,of course, were
not interested in the election in any
way, and & good deal of earel:ssness
had arisen with regard to the revieion
of the voters list.. In many places the
duty was performed in & most perfanc-
tory way.

There wss also an amendment in re-
gard to apylicatiors for getting namee
oo tbst had been l:ft off, The Act of
60th Victoria provided for an sppeal to
the coun'y conrt jandee.. Under this bill
the application is made directly to the
gheriff. Some membera of tbe bouse
had suggeetei that sadditional pcling
places shoun'd be provided for, but he
thonght, unless pressing mnecessity was
shown for the change, this matter had
better stand nver till nmext session for
careful coneideration.

Mr, Hez:n esid be wished to place
himee 1 on record as entirely opposed to
this bill. Hitherto the revising ha- been
done by the twocouncillors and the third
is appointed by the county council. ‘1hie
bill put the appointment of the third 1e
visor in the bands of the 118 .tenant gov-
ernor.. - No good reason had been shown
for the change received to the effecs that
the revising was not properly done. No
complaints had been made. Names no
doubt were occasionally omitted, but
this wouid occur under the most perfect
system that could be devised. He
thought t e connty covmells were much
better jadges 8s. to who were suitable
men to sppoint as revieors than the gov-
ernor 1n coancil possibly could be., No
county council had arked for the change.
The government Wwere taking sway &
right the comnty councils had al-
ways bad witoout giving any
good reseon for the change.
He did not think the revisors under the
present systemm had discharged their
duty from a party standpoint. The bill
was opec to the suspicioa that it wes
being promoted in the party interest.
There was no wse in tinkering with the
laws for the mere sake of change. With
regard to the fourth section, which pro-
vided for appeals he did not think the
power should be left exclusiv:ly in the
bands of the sheriff, who was depend-
ent upon the government for his office.
The law at present giving the power to
the judge of the County court was 8 very
mucn safer law. He entir 1y sgre-d
with section five that provided thst
where real estate was assessed in the
name of two or more peraonaseach of
such persons must show that he owns
$100in bis cwa right. ]

Hon. Mr, Tweedie said the house did
not generally wait for a putlic demard
for legislaticn before introducing .& bi L.
Almost the firet bill the honoraole mem-
ber (He z)n) introduced thie seseion was
to amsnd the elections acf, thoogh there
was no demsand for the ch nge and the
house decided that it was mot called for
It would be a poor governmont that
would wait for a hue and cry before it
took the responsibility of introducing
necessary legislation. Mr. Tweedle
pointed out tbat the dominion elections
woul | hereafter be held upon lista pre-
pared by the local authorities, and that
was all the more reason why the lists
ghould be carefully prepared. The gov-
ernment did not ask to control the asses-
gors, but only to appoint one revieor &8
a part guarantee that the lieta would be

ore carefully revised than it lefs em-
Taly 'in_the hands of irresponsible

partiee. The government had a right to

see that everybody entitled to vote
shosld have his name on the list.

My, Hazen said the fact that the do-
minion elections woald be held on the
1>2al lists was no argument wiatever in
favor of the bil'. The present dominion
govarnment had changed their franchise
in favor of the existing local system,
which they evidently thonght suitable
for the purpose, Why should the house
say that the system shonld be changed?
It was no part of the duty of this house
t0 have the lista revised for the parposes
of the dominion elections. He challenged
anv ope to point ont where any crying
ev.l existed under the preeent system.
No gnod cause had been shown for the
legitlation.

Hon, Mr. White eaid the houorable
members should not regard the billas &
party measare. Sarely it was desirable
to have the lists so prepared that there
would be every reasonatl:; assurance
that no injwstice would be done It wam
to sccomplish that ena that the biil
was framed. The rresent law was not
efficient.. Iascrmo cases the lists were
not prope:ly prepared. In the last elecs
tion no less than 276 good government
voters had been lefi cff the lists, m
of them purpo.ely. The third revisor,
sppointed by the government would, at
all events, be in poeition to discover
any attempt at injastice Al parties
would be represen ed. The honorable
leader of the ooposition eesmed to think
that an appses | to the judge of a county
court should be provided. That might
be done if there was a jadge in every
county.

Hopn. Mr. Emmerson said it had al=
ways seemed to him that there was &
necessity for thie change. If the ap-
pointment of the third revisor was made
by whole council there m'ght not be the
same objection as there was to the pres-
ent mode. Under the present law the
revising was practically placed alto-
gether inthe hands of the two council-
lovs for the parish as they wonld be cer-
tain to appoint a revisor of their owm
way of thinking. He thought the power
of appesl left to the sher:ff wasa very
wise provision.. He knew the system of
appeslicg to the Oounty court has not
worked satisfactorily, and bad been too
expensive.. If a voter in Botsford parish
wished to appesal he had to travel many
miles only perhaps t¢ find the judgs
engaged. The eheriff by virtae of
his office had & wide knowledge
of the aflaira of the people general-
ly in the couniy, and was weli
fitted to officiate as provided in the act.

Mr, Laforest said there was certainly
a great call for the change proposed im

particularly the upper part of the prov- -

ince. Many names of persons who had
been on the list for years had beem
taken off at the laet election, and he
thought the b.1l woul) in some measme
prevent that oocurring agair.. He took
great pleasure in supporting a bill that
would nroduce such a beneficial change.

Mr. Robinson thought the bill should
contain some provieion prohibit—
inpg members of the domine
ton house or thie legiclature
from acting as county secretary, because
1he latter officis 1 had practically control
of «1. the voting liets in the county.

Mr. Glasier strongly oppreed the bill
on the ground that it woull make the
revision more cos ly..

Mr. Vencit said this matter entirely
rested in the hands of the councils.

Progress reported, with leave

Mr. Osman presented the petition of
Meeere. John W. Gaskin, James T.
Ryeap, SBanford Ryan and 89 others pray-
ing that a bridge be copetructed across
the Petitcodiac River st a point about.
seven miles west of the Moncton bridge.

Mr. Speaker ssid the petition was nok
in order and coun!d not be i reseived be-
cause it asked that an expense be in=
curred by the province.

Mr. Pardy committes a bill to place
entire control of the appointment of
membazra of the police for the city of
St. John in the common ccuncil, Mr.
Qemsn cbairman. Agreed to with
amendments and amended title.

Hop, Mr. Dupn recommitted a bill re-
gpe-t pg tne protection of game, Mr.
Wells coairmsan,

Many cf thesections of the bill creat-

'ed considerable discuseion, and werse

stood over. At 6 o’ 1ick progrees npon
the bill waa reported wish leave.

Roecees.

A bill was-introduced this evening by
the surveyor general amending and con-
solidating sats relating to crown lande.

It provides for the immediate survey in

diff.-rent comnties of the province of
vacant lands fit fur settlement; such
tracts ahall be held for no other purpore
than for settlement, These shall be laid
out in plotaof hundred acres each and
rights shall be had to these lande at
expenge of government, Provision ias
algo made that the gettler sha'l have the
right to any mines or minerals in the
lands for & period of five years without
royalty. The other provisions of the act
are very favorable ¢o intending settlers,
and saitable provisions are made for &
party of tem or more mettling
upon the lands. The act iz a great
improvement over the old act, snd
will, no doubt, faci:itate early setilament
of lands. Instead ol the old labor ack
commissioners there wi.1 be a board of
commissioners for each county, whose
duties it will be to look into all bons fide
applications made. Besides this the
boards are required to report to the sur-
ves or general all vacant farm lands or
abandoned farms in every county

the surveyor general is “authorised to
take possession of said farms with a.
view of obtaining nettlers for same.
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