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Paul the Ready

BY C H. SPURGEON

“1 am réady."" — Romans 1 ; 1§

I think Paul might have used these words as his
motto, We had once a Saxon king called Ethelred the
Unready: here we bLave an apostle who might be called
Paul the Ready. The Lord Jesus no sooner called to
him out of heaven. “'Sau wil, why persecutest thou
me 7'’ than he answered Who art thou, Lord 2 Al
most ditectly after, his question was
thou have me to do
than be was ready for holy service: and “straightway he
preached Christ'' in the synagogues st Damascus. All
through his life, ghatever bappened to him, he was al

Lord, what wilt

He was no sooner converted,

ways ready 1f he had to speak to crowds in the street,
he had the fitting word; or if to the elite on Mars’ hill
he was ready for the philosophers If he talked to the
Pharisees, he knew how to address them; and when he
was brought before the Sanbedrim, and w':crwrvl the

risaic and Sadducean elements in {t; he knew how
l‘:%\'n: himself of their mutual jea'ousies to help his
own escape
Agrippa, be is always ready ; and when he came to stand
before Nero, God was with him, and delivered him out
of the mouth of the lion. If you find him on board ship
be is ready to comfort men in the storm ; and when he

See him before Felix, before Festus, before

gets on shore, a shipwrecked prisoner, he is ready to
gather sticks to help make the fires
an all-round man, and an all-ready man; always ready
to go wherever his Master sends him, and to do whatever
his Lord appoints him

At all points he is

Here we have Paul's readiness to work. ‘' So, as
much as in me is, | am ready to preach the grsp:l to
you that are at Rome also.”” He had preached the
gospel in a great part of Asia, he had crossed over into
Europe, he had proclajimed the Word through Greece ;
and if ever an opportunity should occur for him to get to
the capital of the world, whatever might be the dang.r
to which he would be exposed, he was prepared to go.
He was ready to go anywhere for Jesus, anywhere to
preach the gospel, anywhere to win a soul, anywhere to
comfort the people of God. ‘' Iam ready.’”” Thereis
no place to which Paul was not ready to go. He was
resdy to make a journey into Spain; and if he did not
come to this island of ours, which is a matter of question.
undoubtedly he was ready to have gone to the utmost
isles of the sea, and to lands and rivers unknown, to
carry his Master's mighty Word. Are we as ready as
Paul was to go anywhere for Jesus, or do we feel that we
could only work for Christ at home, and that we should
not dare to go to the United States, or to Australia, or
into some heathen land? Oh, may God keep us always
on tiptoe, ready to move if the cloud moves, and equally
ready to stay where we are if the cloud moveth not !

If you will kindly turn to Acts 21 : 13, you will read,
fu the second place, of Paul's readiness to suffer. ‘‘He
says, ‘'l am ready not to be bound only but also to die at
Jerusalem -for the name of the Lord Jesus.'
perhaps a greater 1}

to sufler is more than. to be ready to serve

This is
than the former one; to be ready

To some of

us it has becomeé a habit to be ready to preach the Gos
pel ; but bhere was & man who _was ready to suffer for the
name of the Lord Jesus; so ready that he could not be
disuaded from it.  He must preach the Gospel; but why
must he go 1o Jerusa'em All the world was before

him; why must he go to that persecuting city ? Every

body told hum he would have bonds and imprisonment,
and perbaps deat t he eated nothing about all that
he said, 'l & endy i reaily

Belwed frie sre we ready to be scoffed at, to be
thought idw e put down amongst old-fashioned
fossi s Perhiaps Are we ready, if we should be re

quired to do » we 1
the cold shou

ien Is for Christ’s sake, to have
. Chirist's saks 7

Perhaps so. Are

we also res wid's will, to go home, to be

eabried upstairs, » t ie there for the next three
months Are we as ready ss that poor woman, who
sard The 15 stid 10 me Betty, mind the house,
Jook afte . ren,” and 1 did it. By-wnd-by, he
said, ‘Beu K petairs and cough twelve months
Shall 1 not 4 ot also, and not complain, for it is all

that I can de | am ready Véu réemember what
s on the seal of the A ican Baptist Missionary Soclety,
an ox with a plough on vne side and & balter on the other,
ready for either, ready 10 serve, or ready to suffer. You
bave not come 1o the

higlrest style of readiness till you
are ready for whatever the will of God may appoint for
you. Unreadiness from this point of view is very com-
woa; but it shows unsubdued huma®h nature, .

The third passage I must now quote is not exactly the
same in words ; but it means the same as the others. It
tells us of Paul's readiness to do unpleasant work., I

,am afraid many of G d's servants fall short here, The

“passage is iu 2 Cor. 1«

6, *And having in a readiness
to revengé all disobedisnce, when your obedience is
fulfilled.” The church at Corinth had sunk into a very
sad condition. It was a church that did not have any
minister ; it bad an open ministry, and nobody knows
what mischief comes of that kind of thing. Puul recom-
mended what & minister conld do for them ; for he said,

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

“I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of
Stephanas, that it is the first fruits of Achaia, and that
they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the
saints, ) that you submit yourselves unto sueh.” They
were too g'fted for that, and everybody wanted to speak.
When a chirch is all mouth what becomes of the body ?
If it were alj mouth it would simply become a vacuum
nothing more; and the church in Corinth became
very much that. It was nobody’s business 10 administer
discipline, for it was everybody’'s business ; and what is
everybody's business 18 nobody's business, as we well
know ; so no discipline was administered, and the church
became what we call ** all sixes and sevens.' It stands
in the Scriptures forever as a warning against that
method of chuich government, or, rather of no church
government at all.

Paul, when he went among these people, determined
to administer discipline, and to try to put things right
He was not going to Corinth with a sword, or with any
carnal weapon, or with anything of unkindness or hasty
but he was going with the Word of Ged. He
wiote, ** The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds ;"
aud he meant to go among the Corinthian professors and
pull down the stronghold of heathen vice that had
entered the church to such an extent that even at the
Lord's table some of them were drunken. Paul meant
to deal bonestly with all who were dishonoring the name
of Christ- Now, dear friends, 1 speak especially to
brethren whom God has put into the ministry, or put
into office in the church, are you ready for this unpleasant
duty ? Oh, it costs some of us a great deal to say a
sirong thing ! Perhaps we cannot say it at all without
getting into a temper; and we had better not say it at
all. It is not easy to have firmness in the language
combined with sweetness in the manner of uttering it.
It is easy to congratulate friends, it is not difficult to
condemn them in the gross; but it is another thing to
speak personally and faithfully to each erring one, and
to be assured in our own souls that, as far as we have
any responsibility in the matter, we will not tolerate an
Achan in the camp, and will not have evil done know-
ingly in the house of God. It should be our endeavor,
as God has made us overseers, not to overlook things
that are evil, but really to oversee everything that is
committed to our charge, and to try to set right whatever
is wrong.

temiper ;

Now, onte more, will you kindly turn to 2 Timothy
4 : 6, where you have a verse well known to you all,
*‘ For 1 ain now ready to be offcred and the time of my
departure is n},)!ﬁd.” Paul was ready to die; he was
ready to loosethigCable from earth, and to sail away to
the haven of tthe-blessed ; and well he might be, for he
could add, I have fought a good fight, I have finished
miy course, I have kept the faith, henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day ; and not
to me only, but unta all them also that love bis appear
ing."" Beloved friends, we cantot be ready to die unless

we have been taught how to live. We who are active,

and have talents to use, ind hedlth snd strength with
which touse those talents, must go on with ' the greatest
fight in the world"' till we can say I have fought a
good fight We must go on running the Christian race
till we can say, *' I have finished my course We must
go on guarding the Word of God, and hold g fast the
truth of God, till we can say hive kept the faith

It will be hard work 1t . fng if we have been un
faithiul. Gods infinite mercy may o we' in and forgive
and help us ;| and we may be ' savex et 80 a8 by fire

but if we wouid look forward to death with perfect

readiness, having no dread or fear about it, hut belng s

ready to die as we are to go to out hed®wnight, then we
must be kept faithful to God by his almighty grece. The
faith must keep us, and we must keep the faith

Thus, you see, Paul was re:dy for ser

suffering, ready for unpleasant duty wne

vice, ready for

ready to die
If 1 were to -go round this tabernacle snd ask of every
one, " My friend, are you ready in these four ways
bow many would have to shake their heads and say, ** 1
do not know what to say ; I am doing my best in some
style, but I cannot say that [ have the readiness which
the apostle claimed.”

Let me show you now that Paul's readiness arose from
excellent principles.

As for Paul's readiness to preach, I should trace that
to his solemn convictiou of the truth of the gospel If
a man only thinks it is true, he will not care whether he
preaches it or does not preach it ; but if he Anows it is
true, then he must preach it. I do not think we need
find much faunlt with people now-a-days for being too
positive and dogmatic about the truth of God ; the pres-
ent current runs in quite another direction. A feeble
faith, which might also be mistaken for unbelief, is the
common thing ; and hence there is no great readiness to
speak. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “ As it is written,
I believed, and therefore have I spoken ; we also believe,
and therefore speak.” If Igeta grip of a thing, and
know it is true, then I must tell it to others. - The back-
bone of the preaching of Christ is a conviction of the
truth of Christ.

Paul also bad a dauntless conrage in this matter, He
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said, ‘“ Woe is unto me if I preach not the gospel!”
Whatever happened to him if he did preach it, he had
counted the cost, and he was quite ready for all the con-
sequences of his action. He had a holy self-denial ; so
that he puv himeelf out of the question. “‘Iam ready
for anything ; I'am ready to preach this gospel, if I am
stoned, if I am thrown out of the city as dead, if I am
imprisoned, if I am sent into the den of Cmesar at Rome.”’
Paul was ready because his courage had been given him
of God,

Paul had, besides, such love for men, whether they
were Jews or Romans or any other people, that he was
ready to go anywhere to save them. He had also such
zeal for God that it was a happiness to him to think of
going to the furthest region if he might but preach Christ
where he was not known ; not building on asother man's
foundation, but laying the first stone of the edifice him-
self. This, then, accounted for his readiness to preach,
and of the néed of preaching it,

But how ever did Paul screw himself up to be ready to
exercise discipline? That is, to me, the ugliest point of
all. How could he bring himself to be able to do that?
[ think it was because he had not received his goepel of
men, nor by men; and he had learned not to depend
upon men, nor to look for their approval as the gupporl
of his life. He was able to lean on the Saviour and to
walk alone with his Lord So long as he had Christ
with him he wanted nobody else. Paul had ledrned the
fear of God, which casteth out the fesr of man. * Who
art hou, that thou shouldst be afraid of a man that shall
die, and of the son of man which shall be made as grass ;
and forgettest the Lord thy Maker?' Rememberivg
man’leads to the forgetting of God. 1f we learn to speak
very plainly, yet very lovingly, halitually cultivating
frankness towards all Christian people, and even towards
the ungodly, and do not know what it is to ask of any
man leave to speak the truth, how much better it will be
all round ! May the Holy Spiiit deepen iu us the fear of
God, and so take away from us the fear of man ! Then,
with Paul, each of us will be ready to say even concern.
ing the. most unp'easant duty, ‘‘ I am ready."

But how came he to be able to say that he was ready
to die? I will not dwell upon that. I have already told
you that he felt ready to die because he could say that,
as far as he had gone, he had finished the work God gave
him to do, and he had kept the faith. Ah, dear friends,

it is nothing but keeping faithful to God that will enable |

you to treat death as a friend ! One dereliction of duty
will be sufficient to rob you of comfort, When a traveler
is walking a very small stone in his shoe will lame him ;
aud a very small offenseé against the integrity that God
requires of his servants may do us great mischief. Did
you ever notice in Gideon’s life that he had seventy sons,
his own legitimate son¢, and that he had one son who
was the child of a harlot, and that one, Abimelech, killed
his father's seventy sons? So it may be that a good man
has seventy virtues, but if he tolerates ore wrong thing
it will be enough to rob him of the comfort of all the
good things of this life,  so when he comes to die he may
%o limping and Jame. Ay, and all his life long he may
g0, like David did, balting even to the grave. May the
Lord in mercy and love keep us right | If he teaches ns
how to live we shall know how tg die.

It is mot dying that. is the great difficulty ; it is living.
If we are but helped to fight the good fight of faith, to
finish our course, and to keep the faith, we shall die
As Mr. Wiseley sald when the good
woman ssked him, ‘' Do you not sometimes feel anawe
st the thought of dying?"” ' No," he repled, “‘if I
knew for cettalu that | was goifig to die tomorrow night
1 should do just exactly what | am going todo. | am
going to preach (I think it was) at Gloucester this after-
noon nm' this evening ; and | shall go to lodge with
friend So-andwo, I shall stay up with him till 10 o'clock,
and then | shall go to bed ; and I shall be up at 5, and
ride over to Tewkesbury, and | shall presch there, and
shall go to friend So-and-so's for the night, and I shall
g0 \ufm! at 10 o'clock, and whether | live or die, it does
not matter at all to me, for if | die I shall wake up in
lory. That is what I am going to do, whether I live or
3” 0t was sald of Mr, Whitefield that he never went
to bed st night leaving even « pair of gloves out of ite
place. He used to say that he would like to have every-
thing-ready in case he might be taken away, 1 think I
see that good man standing with & bed-room candle in
his haud, at the.top of the staircase, preaching Christ the
last night of his life to the people sitting on the stairs
and then golng inside the room and commending himself
to God, and going straight way to heaven. at is the
way to die; but if you do not live like Wesley and
Whitefield lived you cannot die like Wesley and White-
field died.” May God %:um us grace that we may be

perfectly ready to die when the time for our departure is
at hand |

right erough
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Dr. Watson (‘' Jan Maclaren” ) makes a fine beginning
of his ** Life of the Master” in McClure's Magazine for
January with chapters coverirg the period of youth and
childhood. His method is to meke full and coherent
record of the outer, material facts, but at the same time
to meke plain all of the inner, spiritual significance ;
and the result is a presentation interesting as pure narra-
tive and yet of hig tic and devotional quality. The

same aim appears also in Mr. C. K Linson’s pictures.
Of these there are eight beautiful full-page pictures in
color—a feat in color reproduction beyond anything
previously attempted in magezine work; and a number

of smaller, but scarcely loss beautiful, pictares in black
and white,

While Cl
sonal traits
less, certai:
It may be
and theref
1t would b
under a rui

In consi
need to di
Christian e
There may
not Christi
is wrought
the Roma
and supers
an emotior
is often m
Christian «
sentiments
surance to
it must be
tian exper
may be as
experience
ject of a ;
evangelist
feeling, ar
scientious

We may
experienc:
every poy

human na
the tendes
flicts with
and hope '
light of et
life even i

Do we i
ence? It

life that
though it
rounding
superadde
the Holy
on the hu
the divine
altogethes
personal i
and distin
and, by ¢
this expe:
human co
therefore
and there
such an e

Now, w
some as i
others it
exciteme:
ghostly p
uncertair
pious Ch

Holy Spi
sort of dj
sentation
we can k
influence
whether
ence.

New T
point,
truth ces
Truth, a
is therefi
ever pre
will rece
influence
HlK pM
genuine
harmony
this trut
human s
ply to as
these tas
are being
truth as

We mae
Christiax
and mosf
pelling |

‘naturally
action.
sonably
of intell
There w
giving a
and add




