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FREDERICTON, ‘Dec.» 30.— The
Board of School Trustees for the city
met this afternoon and transacted a
large amount of Business. Miss Har-

vey, who has: been enjoying leave of
absence during the past term, will re-
sume her duties at the Normal School
after the Christmas holidays.

A delightful Christmas carol service
was held in the Methodist church last
evening under the *direction of ¥. W.
Harrison, the organist. Besides a
number of beautiful choruses, solos
were rendered by Miss Palmer, Miss
Nan Thompson and Mr. Ley, the sec-
retary of the Y. M. C. A.
~ 'The" Consolidated Coal Co., owning
coal areas in Queens Co., ‘and promot-
ed a year ago by Fred ¥. Dow and W.
E. Cadwallader, is reported to have
been sold to a Boston syndicate. The
company were handicapped for lack of
funds and never carried on very ex-
tensive opérations. It is said the new
owners will test the property, and if
the prospecfs are encouraging, will
carry on extensive operations.

At the meédting or the executive of
the BEducational Institute last evening
it was dedi,de\q‘\eto hold the next Pro-
vincial Institute at St. John in June.
A committee consisting of Dr. Inch,
B. C. Foster, Inspector Bridges and
John Brittain, was appointed to ar-
range the programme. A discussion in
reference to the next Dominion Teach-
ers’ Institute, to be held at .

“fn’ July, took place. It is expé
this province will be well rep

The police magistrate this
delivered judgment .in the.
ing case, fining A. E. Hanson, the ac-
cused, $5 =®d costs.

A ﬂerce snow storm mgedlear

Trade News from New Zealand and
South Africa—General Iitems.

OTTAWA, Dec. 30 — The depart-
ment of trade and commerce received
!& eommunication from a large import-
ing firm in Wellingion, New Zealand,

\in which they state that the new tar-
{ff bill which has just been passed by
the New Zealand government, giving
& preference to British or colonial
goods, will affect to a very largée ex-
tent their importations, heretofore, ar-
riving from the States, and it will ne-
cessitate their relinquishing or trans-
ferring much of their business to Eng-
land and to Canada. They are now
anxious to hear from Canadian manu-
facturers, especially of office special-
tles and printing papers.

Temporary employes of the public
work department, some 50 in number,
have formulated a demand on fhe
minister for higher pay.

Thos. Cote, assistant census com-
missioner, goes to Europe as secretary
of the commission which will inves-
tigate the electric processes of smelt-
ing iron ore.

The grit Free Press says tonight the
Ross government stands discredited
fn the eyes of the people.

The street railway service is para-
lyzed owing to the break down of both
water and steam plants. Ten carsare
only running instead of 50, the usual
number. Sleigh omnibuses are plying
for the line tonight.

Over the simple matter of the dis-
tribution of rooms in the west block,
vacant by the transfer of militia de-
partment, the ministers cannot agree.

BEASTPORT, Me., Dec. 31.—An un-
known three-masted schooner, sup-
posed to be lumber laden from St
John, ig wrecked on Raccoon Beach,
Campobello.The crew is missing, but
ma.y be safe. Large quant;tiel of laths
and shlngles are afloat.

LATER.
Schooner is the C. R. Flint of ‘New

‘York, from St. Jolm‘for New Bedford.

The crew . are safe.

ST. STEPHEN, N. B., Dec. 31.—Str,
Aurora reports a large threermasted
schooner ashore on the eastern side of
Campebello and deal and  scantling
floating in the bay. Her name and the
fate of the crew could not be learned.
It is thought that she went ashore on
Wednesday,

The. following information was ' ob-
tained here last night with respect to
the loss of the vessel:

The sch. C. R. Flint, Capt. Maxwell,
was wrecked yesterday on the Raccoon
Beach, <Campobello. She was loaded
with Iumber shipped by Stetson, Cutler
& Co.- and registered 260 tons. She
sailed from St. John for New Bedford
the other day. There was no insur-
ance on the vessel. Last night word
was received here to the effect that
Capt. Maxwell and his crew were safe.

WHITNEY’S LATEST MOVE.

HALIFAX, Dec, 30.—~Leading finan-
ciers in Boston and New York, with H.
M. Whitney at their head, are contem-
plating the formation of a big ocom-~
pany for the develomnt ot coal and
iron areas ‘i

RY :
,wnlch ‘begu.n the development of these
properties at Cochrane’s Lake a  few
meonths. ago.” This company, hesides
owning 44 square miles of coal de-
posits in one block, owns iron ore and
coal in different parts of the province.
Mr.. Whitney was in Sydney a few
weeks ago studying the situation at
the works of the Deminion Iron and
Steel Co. The information now is that
he was there looking into this new pro-
posal of his.

BRITISH REVERENCE.

LONDON, Dec. 31.—The treasury de-
partment tonight issued an account of
revenue in.the United Kingdom for the
first nine months of the fiscal year of
1903-4. Of an estimated total of $721,-
550,000, the returns show $455,287,490 was
paid into the exchequer.; As compared
with last year, a total net decrease of
$18,497,040.

As the estimates for the current year
are nearly $40,000,000 below the esti-
mated receipts of the fiscal year of
190,2-3, the various heads must be ex-
pected to show decreases.

CRUSHED TO ‘DEATH.

HALIFAX, Dec. 30.—A fatal accid-
ent took place in the west slope of the
Springhill mines shortly after the mid-
night shift went to work this evening.
A young man by the name of Ephratm
Bradley, belonging to Charlottetown, a
driver in the lev=l pillars, sat down
near the face of the working and was
crushed to death by a fall of coal. His
body will be sent to his friends in
Prince Edward, Island tomorrow.

It ewon’t chop wwood

but Sargént's

bread, eggs,

chop raw meat, cooked meat, vege-
tables of all kinds, fruit,

other foods, and

Gem Food Chopper will

cratkers,
cheese, nuts, figs and

It will chop
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plecgs,
grinding.
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them all rapidly, easily, coarse or fine, in: uniform
_ without © mashing, ¢ squeezing,

W. H. Thorne (& Co., Limited,
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In

the Iroquons Theatre, a Rephca of \T'1S
Comlqpe. and Supposed to Be Absolutely Fipr@
in All Parts--Asbestos Curtaln Failed to W@rk,

Hence the Terrible Death Roll.
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CHICAGO, Dec. 30.—Seven hundred
people were killed in ten minutes this
afternoon during a fire in the Iroquois
Theatre, the newest, the largest, and
as far as human power could make it,
the safest theatre in Chicago,

A few of these people were burned to
death by fire, many were suffocated by
gas, and scores were trampled to death
in the panic that followed the mad
plunge of the frightened audience for
the exits. It will be many hours be-
fore the number of dead is accurately
known, and many days before all of
them  will be identified.
bodies lying by the dozen tonight in
the undertaking rooms, in the police
stations and ‘in the hospitals, from
which nearly everything that could re-
veal their identity to those who knew
them best is gone. Their clothing is
torn to rags or burned to cinders and
their faces have been trampled into an
unrecognizable pulp by the crowd that
trampled them dewn as they ifled for

fire broke out during the second

he play—Mr. Bluebeard—which

} rever, belng compelled to flee into
the Snowy streets with no clothing. but
their stage;costumes. A few members
of ‘the company sustained minor in-|
juries, but none were seriously hurt,
The accounts of the origin of the
Mfire are conflicting and none of them
certain, but, the best reason given is
that an electric wire near the . lower
part of a piece of drop scenery sud-
denly broke and was grounded. The |
fire spread rapidly toward the front
of the stage, causing the members of
the chorus, who were then engaged in
ths performance, to flee to the wings

There "are |,

. fAirst. dramatic prodnct!on in,

with screams of terror. The fire in
itself up to this time, was not senous;
and possibly could have been checked |
had not the asbestos curtain failed to |
work. s

As soon as the fire was discovered
Eddie Foy, the chief comedian of the
company, shouted to lower the curtain,
and this was immediately done. It
descended about half way and ‘then
stuck. The fire was thus given prac-
tically a flue through which & strong
draught was setting aided by the
doore which had been thrown open in
the front of the theatre. With

A ROAR AND A BOUND

the flames shot out through the open-
ing over the heads of the people on the
first floor and. reaching clear up  to
those in the first balcony, caught them
and burned them to death where they
sat. Immediately following this rush
of flames there came an explosion;
which lifted the entire roof of the thea- |
tre from its walls, shattering the greéat !
skylight into fragments. As soon 4as
the flames first appeared beéyond the |
curtain a man in the rear of the hall |
shouted “Fire, fire,” and the entire au-,
diénce rose as one person and made for |
the doors. It is believed the exploslon
was caused by the flames coming in
contact with the gas reservoirs.of the
tl fatre, causing them to burn.

Will J. Davis, manager of the thea-
tre, said after the catastrophe that if
the people had remained in: their seats
and had not been excited by the cry of
fire not a single life would have been
lost. This, however, is contradicted by
the statements of the firemen, Wwho
found numbers of persons sitting in
their seats, their faces directed . to-
ward the stage as if the performance
was still going on. It was the opinion
of the firemen that these people had
been suffocated at once by the flow: of
gas which came from behind the as-
bestos curtain.

As near as can be estimated at the
present time about 1,300 people were ‘in
the (theatre. Three hundred of these
were on the first floor, the balance be-
ing in the . two upper balconies and in
the hallways back of them.

The theatre is modelled after the
Opera Comigue in Paris, and from the
rear of each baleony there are three
doors leading out to passageways to-"
ward the front of the ‘theatre. Two
of these doorways are at the end of the
balcony and one being in the centre,
The audience in its rush for the outer
air seems  to have, for the greater
part, chosen to flee to the left entrance
and to attempt to make its.way down
the eastern stairway leading into the
lobby of the theatre. .Outside of the'
people burned and suffocated by gas,
itwu!nthoutwodowwmmﬂw1
first _and seoond balconies that the

Scenes of Panic That
Baffle Description.

L

Young Ladies and Ghddren
Were the Vlctnns-—l’lled
Tiers Deep in the

Aislos and Exits,

‘ m
point ‘were -women “ehil-
drén. The fight fer life which must
have taken place at these two points
is something. that .is simply beyond
hyman power to adequately - deseribe.
Only a faint idea of /its horror could
be derived from the aspect of the bod-
ies as they lay. Women on top of
tHese masses of dead had been over-
taken by death as they were crawling
on their hands and knees over the
bodies of those WhO had died before
them.

Others lay with arms stretched out
in the direction toward which lay life
and safety, holding in their hands
fragments of -garments not their own.
They were evidently torn from the
clothing of others whom they had en-
deavored to pull down and trample
nnder foot as they fought for their
own lives, As the police .removed
layer after layer of dead in these door-
ways the sight became too much even
for police and firemen, hardened as
they are to such secenes, to endure.
The bodies were in such an inextric-
able mass and so tightly were they
jammed between the sides of the door
and the walls that it was impossible to
{ift them one by one and cafry them
out.. The only possible thing to do
was to seize 'a limb or some portion of
the body:and pull with main gtrength.
Men worked at the tagk with tears
running down their cheeks, and the
sobs of the rescuers could be heard
even in the hall ‘betow where this
awful scene was being enacted. A
| number of the mén were compelled to
abandon their task and give it over
| to othérs whose nerves had not as yet
been shaken by the awful expérience.
| As one by one the bodies were dragged
out of the water-soaked, blackened
mass of corpses, the spectacle became
more and more heartrending. There
were women whose clothing was torn
completely from their bodies above the
waist, whose bosoms had been trampled
into a pulp, and whose faces were
merred beyond all power of identifi-
cation. Bodies lay in the first ‘and
second balconies in great numbers.

IN SOME PLACES

tbey were piled up in the aisles three
and four deep, Where ‘one had fallen
and others tripped over the prostrate
forms and all had died where they lay
evidently suffocated by the gas. Oth-
ers were bent over backs of seats
where they ‘had been thrown by the
rush of people for the doors.and kill-
#d with hardly a chance to rise from
their seats. One man was found with
his back bent nearly double, his spinal
column having been fractured as he
was thrown backwards. A ‘woman was
found -cut nearly in half by the back
of the meat, she having been forced
over 1t face downwards. - =5

. In the :aisles nearest to. the doors
the scenes were harrowing in the ex- | that
treme. Bodies 13y in every conceivable
attitude; half naked, the look on their
faces revealing some portion of the

agony which must havepne@dtheir'
death. /There were scores and scores
of people whose entire face had been

trampled. off completely by the heels:
of those who rushed: over them and in
one aisle the body of a man was found
with not.a vestige of
bone.

ﬂuﬁor

Ihgatre*

fully made with a hope of finding his
head, but' at a late hour tonight it
had not’ been discovered and all that

| will ever tell his friends who he was

is ‘the color and 'appearance of the
clothing on the lower limbs and this
is in such condition as to be hardly re-
cognizable,

i

The - theatre had been  consizucted
but .o short time: and .gll its edquip-
ment was not yet in place. This was
unfortunately the case. with a fire es-
jcape in the rear of the ‘building. The
small iron balconies to which the iron
ladders were to be attached were up
Lut the ladders had not yet been con-
structed. When the panic was at its
height a great number of woémen ran
for these fire escapes, only to find as
they- emerged from the doorway upon

30 to 50 feet'from the ground, a fire
behind and no method . of escape in
front. Those who reached the plat-
form first. endeavored 'to held their
footing and to keep back the crowd
that pressed upon them- tmm the rear,

‘top | other Iike ‘maniacs. R :
| This lasted but a briet fnterval and
{the rush from the interior of the
building became so 'violent that’ many
iof them were crowded off and fell to
the granite “pavement’ below. Others
leaped from the platform, 'fracturing
legs and arms and two weére picked up
at this point with~ fractured sKulls,
having been killed instantly.
George H. Elliott, secretary of theé
Ogden Gas Co., was in a building op~
posite. from the threatre across this
alley, and noticing smoke went down
to ascertain its. cause.. When he
reached the street the women were al-
ready dropping into. the alley' and
‘Hilliott immediately rushed’ for a lad-
der in an effort to save as many as
possible. 'No ladder was available and
the only method of assistance they were
able to devise was to hurriedly lash

across - to the affrighted Wwomen on
the platform with instructions to place
' the end firmly on the:iron framework.
| Before this could. be .done a fearful
loss of time ensued, the women being
pushed every instant into the alley and
' by the time the bridge twas construct-
ed but few seemed to take advantage
of it. . However, about two dozen, it
is believed, made their way across this
narrow causeway. The members of
the theatrical company  being.on the
first floor, had comparatively  little
difficulty in reaching the ‘street, al-
though their situation was for a mo-
ment “highly critical because. of ,the
speed . with which the flames swept
through the mass of scenery. in the
flies and on the stage.

Eddie Foy, the principal comedian in
the play, was one of the last to es-
cape by getting out through a rear
door after assisting .the_ women mem-
bers of the company to safety. He
went into the Sherman House in his
stage costume with his face covered
with grease paint, in order to secure
surgical attendance , for some burns
which he had sustained. In describ-
ing the commencement of the fire, Foy
attributed the extent of the catastrophe
to ‘the fallure-of the fireproof curtain
to work properly. Because of this, he
said, the flames readily obtained access
to the main part. of the thedtre and
were by the draught carrying with it
gas as well as fire, swept up to the
two balconies where the loss of life
was greatest.

b

“The fire began in the middle of the
second act,”” said Mr. Foy. ‘“An elec-
tric wire broke, was grounded, and
from this the flames were started- in
the rear of the stage. The stage is
unusually wide and there was so great
a draught and the flames. spread rap-
idly.,. They. soon had attacked all the

never believed 'it possible for fire to
spread so quickly. When it first
started, I went to the tmtllght and; to
prevont alarming  the aundience, said

therewascaughtbh:eandit
would be better tor all to Jeave quiet-
1y.' Then I stepped back ‘and called

This,;; when about halfway down, ra-
mgedtocourther,andthuanm
tional draught - was created. This

swept the flames: out into the auditor-

the little iron platform that they were

some ‘planks together and throw.them |

scenery in the rear of the “house. I

‘for the asbestos curtain to be loweredL

cago Over-crowded

With Bodies of the Dead-—
The Hospitals Gould Not
“Handle the Injured as
fi‘m as They Game,

.Mves of the company, although it
caused. such & horrible catastrephe in
r{trb front of the house. After the cur-
tain had refused to'descend there came
‘the 7 explosion of the:gas tanks, ‘and
with ‘the’ curtain down all the fire and
gas would have been confined between
the rear wall of the theagtre and the
fireproef curtain iu front. Under these
' ciroaumstances it would not have been
possible for asingle member of the
‘company to ‘escapg alive: unless he or
'she had been standing immediately in
front of 'the door leading into the alley.
A it was, the draught carried all the
gas and fire out before the ocurtain,
' and the company was saved, although
their salvation was the death of so
many poor people in front.”

Rarelysin the history of Chicago has
| its  people been' so ‘stirred as by the
calamity of today. ‘It is, next to the
Chicago fire, the greatest catastrophe
that has ever occurred here, and the
speed with which it came and went
seemed for a brief period to appal the
business sectian of the ocity. ® news
spread with great rapidity, and in a
short time hundreds of men, women
and children were rushing toward the
theatre. The building in which the
calamity occurred stands midway be-
tween' State and Dearborn streets, on
the north side of Randolph street. Al-
though every available policeman with-~
in call of 'the department was immedi-
ately hurried to the spot and the men
placed in lines at the end of the block
gllowing nobody to enter Randolph
street from either Dearborn or State,
it 'was found for a time almost im-
possible  to hold back the frenzied
crowd that pressed forward, many of
themghaving friends or relatives in the
theatre and anxious to learn something
of them. The conduct of the police
‘was beyond ' all praise. The officers
held their ground firmly and gently:
pnshed back all those who: sough} to
gain an entrance to the theatre,’' al-
though in some instances frantic men,
anxious to look  for their loved ones,
actually beat the officers with their
fista in their rage at being prevented.
e e e

In spite of the efforts of the police,
however, .a. large number of people
succeeded  in breaking through their
lines and’ entarlns the theatre, and in
many cases did heroic worﬁ in rescuing
the Injnnd ‘and carrying out the dead.
Among those was formep Alderman
Wimn. H. Thompson, who unaided car-
ried to the sireet the bodies of eight
women. The first newspaper men upon
the ground alseo carried out many of
the dead and injured. The building
‘was so full of smoke when the firemen
‘fivst arrived that the extent of the
catastrophe was not jimmediately
grasped - until. ' a fireman and a
newspaper man crawled up the stairs

kerchiefs over ‘their mouths to avoid
suffocation. As they reu:hed the door-
way the fireman, whose wisdom was
better trained in such “émergencies,
seized his' companion by the arm - ex-
claiming ‘‘Goed God; man, don't walk
on their faces.”

The two men vainly to get
through the door sh ‘was jammed
 with W women ;ﬁled ‘higher than
: heads. Al the lights

Every Morgue in Ghi|=

leading to the.balcony, helding hand-

{ fon :
{ served in maling-the exits. As far as
learn

© ‘The chief at once calied &
‘men- in the vlchutr to

oue, ! mbuwn.m-um
the smoke so ‘thick that it wag'
impossible to ;

at once sent to the Orr & Locket Hiag
-ware Co., two doors east of ‘the thel
Are, and that nrmaxonoepWﬂ v
Rire stock of lanterns at the. on P
the department.  Over 200 M
‘quickly carried into the /nnd
the work of resoue commenced.’ Sa!
'rapidly were the bodies brought Ao
that for over an hour there wemd m
streams of men passing in and jout of
the doorway, the one carrying ‘bodles,
the othér composed of men: rdundnl
‘to get more. They were carsled inta

Thompson's restaurant, which ujom-
the: theatre on the east, wheye all the
a.vsﬂzb)e space was given k:

Am of the tremendouy ﬂmmg
which surounded the block in which the
theatre building stood, itiwas not pos-
wible for the police to cdrry the dead
and wounded any distance’ and they
wers compelled to wait for ambulances
at the theatre. Although all the pa=
trol wagons and every ambulanae own-
ed by the city was pressed into sers
vice, they were utterly inadequate te
carry away the dead and in a short
time there was a line fifty feet long
of corpses piled two and three feat
high on the sidewalk in front of the
theatre,

carry the bodies rapidly to the mor
and to the warious undertaking estg?l
lishments, to impress trucks into .he
service, and in these upon cgstly blsmk-
ets furnished byithe dry goods stm-ea’
in the vicinity, and covered with the
fame material the dead bodiea
hauled away practically Hke mo
cordwood. . The m amts in
vieinity of the theairs to the
ergency in splendid fashion. Mz
Pield & Co., Mandel Bros., esings
& Méyer, Carsom, Pirte, Scott & Ou
and other large drytoodlm ol
wagon load after wagon Joad of blagl
ets, rona‘,otlmanand packeges of of
ton to uged in binding up
wounds of the injured and to o¢
dead. The druk—etm farnishel Thel
stock to anybody that asked for o
the name of people hurt in thd &
Doctors ‘and trained nurses wers
thegrouhdtryf.heacorewtmﬁw !
hour after the extent of the calami¥
was known, and every wonnded g
son who was carried from the bufids
ing received prompt aid. Al nuntbet of
doctors waited at the entrance to €A
theatre with stéthoscopes in hand, el
as goon as & body which looked ds I
it might possess life was carrfed out i}
was at once examinéd and If déad
placed on the pile lying on- the sl
walk., The others were at once P
in ambulances and whirled away |
hospitals or to the offices of p! i
in the immediate neighborhood. 4
One  large truck ordinarily used
conveying freight to the depots !
so heavily loaded with the dead
front of t theatre that the
horgses attathed fo it were unabl
start and-the police were oompencd
assist by tugging at the wheeis. :
the need for trucks to remove the d
was more pressing a huge electrié de<
livery wagon owned by  Montgomery,

e P

but at State street encountered | se
great a press of people that it could
not get through. The chauffeur clang=~
ed his gong repeatedly, but the crowd
refused to part, and the automeobila
was finally turned away.

While the’police and ftremen werd
carrying out the dead and injured WHil. .
J. Davis, one of the proprletors of the
theatre, was indefatigable in his efforts
to alle e the suffering and assist in
caring for the dead. He sald: ‘“There
wasnoneedso!araslkﬂowota
slnglo ‘life being lost. ere were over
forty exits to the theatre. The build- "
ing is ﬂreproot ‘and if somebody had
not screamed fi

far as those killed in the panic are

ed by the ‘gas, nearly all would
 have beem' out by the time the explos-
it order had been pre-

It was found necessary, in order to .

pladed’

Ward & Co. was hailed by the yolicea g
The automobile headed for the scene, '

I think that all, as

conoemedi ouul& have reéached the
) 7. And of those who were |

e
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