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“This,” said the African traveller as 3
he lookel around him, ‘is not a ‘ie, !

though it may seem' 80, to any one

wantiang in sufficient intelligenca to re- !
alize that truth do=s not n=ed to be !

reasonable,

“It bappened a good :aany years ago,
on my very first trip to Africa and at
a time when I was considerably young-

er thain T am now. I had started north |
from Johannespurg vwvith an ox wagon '

and a party of surveyors who knew al-
mest as little of the interior of Africa
as I dia.

‘“When we had trekked aorth for

about a moath, we came to a place .

which was clearly impassable along the

route that we had been pursuing. ! .

However, w2 didn’t mind that much,
as we had intandad to stop for a day
or two to rest the oxen. So we out-
spanned and had a good night's rest,
and the next morning sent out  two

-parties, one to the east and the other

{0 the west, to search for a pass.
“The wnly ones *o remain with the
wagons were a big Englishman, six na-
tive boys and wmyseif. We loafed
around camp all day, the boys keeping
closé together' and fabbering away a
good deal.  The. naxt morning every
one of them had disappz2ared, and most
of our lighter ¢amp furniture, includ-
ing our surplis firzarms, had disap-
peared with them. We had just one

‘over toward me, it would certainly

rifle, belonging to the Englishman, and

one miszrable little pistol which had
com2 ot of tha ark, belonging to me.

‘“When he realized the situation,
the Englishman startad out to run
down the hoys, taking his rifle with
him. He nevar came back, and I never
heard of him. again.

“Whan evening drew near, 1 began
to get uneasy. Here I was, alone in
a strange country, 70 miles from a
village with no weapons except a
worthless ristol and with beasts roam-
ing all around me. We heard lions
nearly every night for a week, but had
kept them well away by a circle of
brush fires. Of course I might try to
keep thes: up -that aight, but knew it
would be wvary diffic.ilt when I was all
by myself. Moreover, when I went out
in tha afternoon to drive up the oxen
to the wagons where I could hitch
them for th: aight the brutes becam:
frightened and finally broke away in a

wild stampade =nd vanishad from view. .

“I knew neither of the :xploring par-
ties was likely to be back till morning,
and 3> I determined to sleep in a tree
and leave th2 ground free for any
lHons that likad to investizate ' the
wagons and their coatents. It was
lions that I was chiefly afraid of, ana
I had read somewhere, probably in a
copy book at school, that those ani-
mals ¢ouldn’t climb trees. The books
didn’t say anything about their fiend-
ish int=Iigeneed, but I was to find that
out for myself.

“Pratty sbon I found a convenicnt
tree, one that had no big limbs near
the zround and that did have two or
three pretty well up to which I could
hang, 3wing imy hammock ~nd Iét the
vain ‘wortl go.
these tha trunk had been broken shorl
off, so th-t it was ot possible to re-
treat higher up. ‘But as I was a good
30 feet above ground as it was I
thought myseli perfectly safe.

“In g¢learinz the smaller branches
out of the way of my hammock I used
a small saw- which ‘the natives had
forgotten. When I had finished, T for-
tundtely hung'it on'a twig close beside
me instead of taking it down to the
wagon again. That bit of carelessness
saved my life.

“When night fell, I ate my supper
and chimbzd to my airy resting place,
smokad a cigar and tried to go to
sleep, but the circumstances were not
conducive to slumber, and the romantic
beauty of the spot under the wsoft
beams of th= tromic moon kent me
awake for hours.

“Finally I slept and did not awaken
until nearly morning. The moon was
low, but still threw a good deal of
light ‘on the ground, and showed a
number of dark forms moving be-
neath me. My heart jumped into my

‘mouth and staid there, and I grasped

the nidiculous little reyolver at my
belt in an agony of fear. I felt cer-
tain at emce that the beasts below me
were lioms, and even as I watched a
thunderous roar showed that I did not
mistake. A lion’s roar may sound
more or less contemptible when it
comeg frem the o'her side of the iron
bars of a cage, but it is quite a differ-
ent thing when heard in the open.

“After a time I recovered my nerve
and began to take interest in the
scene, After all, 1 thought, the lions
could not reach me where I was, and
they woald probably gp away at day-
break, which was now not far distant.
I could afford to smile at the huge
beasts as they rolled over each other
like kittens at play.

“Finally the idea eame into my head
that I omght to bag one of them, and

without stopping to think I drew my: §

fcol pistel and dlazed away at the
largest. ®trange to say, I hit him.
Never before and never aftarwarg did
I hit anything at which I fired with’
that pistol, but I did that time.

“The great brute gave a short snar:
of rage and peered arqund for the
person who had so spitefully used him.
It did not take him long to locate me
in the tree, and in spite of myself I
shivered 'bén I say; the look of cold
malevolence w&ﬂa which he regarded
me. 'Fhé others eame up and licked
the wcund and glsed at me, and ex-
pressed thair Indlgnat.lor. by repeated
roars. It ‘was a most uncemfortable
experience, and 1 wished again and
again that th2y would turn their at-
tention elsewhere. 'The concentrated
stares of & dozen angry liors is no joke
to a men of sensitive temperg.ment
like ‘myself.

“After awhile the wounded lion
seemed to be makimg a speceh to the
cthers, who responded by sho.t roars
and vindictive glanees at my unfor-
tunate self. O©Of course I can’t be cer-
tain as to 'what he was saying, but I
feel sure that it was embarrassingly
personal. When he. finisked, they all
roared in eoneert, and for a moment
I hoped that they were going away
with merely aun expregsion of their con-
tempt.

“But I wae soon undeceived. The
licns formed in line about 100 yards
away. Then the first eame toward me
with a sert of bounding gallop, jnst
like an athlet> preparing for a high
jump. When he was near enough, he
bounden into the air straight for me.

A little way above

i tree and would furnish a nicely in-

miss ine and go crashing to the ground.
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but  the tree was too tall, and he fell
short and went rattling down to the ;
geound with a snarl that sounded re- !
markably like a human curse. One |
after another all i>e lions hkad a try !
at tbe jump, but all failed to reach !
the limbs of the tree.

“Finally the old lion called another
consuilta.thh;:, and ‘when it broke up I |
saw in eye that something was
goirg to happen. ' About 30 feet away

m my tree was the stump of an- |
other, some 50 fest high, and studded '
from top to tottom with the remains
of dead branches. If it should fall

catch on by & projecting branch of my

clined plane, up which a whole tribe
of lions could easily walk. I did not
realize this at first, but nevertheiess,
as the Hons walked over and tock po-
sitions behind it, I shuddered with ap-
prehension,

“Ths big wounded one was the first
to act. Bounding gracefully along the
ground, he sprung high in the air and
struck the dead Stump some 15 feer
above the ground, making it quiver
and creak. It did not fall, however,
and  the )on dropped to the ground.
He was quickly followeq by another
and another, each springing against
the stump with all his might, until to
my dazed 2yes the air semed full of
tumbling iions. i

“But the stump held splendidly, and
I was beginning 4o feel safe again and
to take some intorest in the unpre-
cedented show when the big one again
called a w»onferance. Tha stump was
held from falling by a large root that
2xtended dirzctly away from my posi-
tion, thus ‘exeérting ‘its greatest lever-
age against the efforts of the lions.
It lay in plain sight on the surface of
the ground, and you can imagine how
myiheant sank when I saw the lions
form in a doubla row aleng it and pro-
ceed to claw it up. Then I knew the
end was near. Deprived of that root,
the 'stump would fall at the first as-
fsault, and an instant later the lions
would be upon me. I could feel their
jaws ‘runching my bones.

“Suddenly a last chance entered my
head. 'There was but one branch on
my trea that extended in the proper
Adirection to catch the stump as it fell,
If T ¢ould cut that off the stump might

Fortunately T had at hand the maw of
v7hich 1 spoke a ' moément ago. 1 seized
it and began o saw through the limb.
You can imagine how I worked, but the
wood was green and the saw small, and
I ‘'made slow progréss. -Besides, the
lTions heard the saw and prohably
guessed what I'was doing, for they re-
‘doublad their efforts.

‘“Ait last the branch was half sawed
through, but th> root was wholly gone,
and the lions backed away and formed
up for the spring. The big lion again
took the lead. Swish! he came through
the air, striking the stump at least 20
feet above the ground. It reedled,
creaked and fell" slowly at first, but
with gathering spesd. | Crash! it came
against my limb,.and the next second
the svhole sgtring of lions was swarm-
ing up dt..

“Bu thelr ha.ste saved my life. A
large lion weighs quite a guarter of a
ton, and when four of them were on
the trunk their . combined weight
proved tao much fo:r the half sawed
branch. It gave way, and stump and
branch and ilons went down in a. heap
together, while I clung to the remain-
der of the tree, with a great gash
across my knee, where the big lion had
touched me bafore he fell. So near a
thing it was!

“Well, there isn’t much more to tell.
The licns looked disgusted, as they
probably were, and' they all walked
sedately away. Three hours later the
exploring partiss came back.

“Did they believe my account of the
night? Of coyrse they did. Hadn't I
the tress, and the sawed limb, and the’
gash in my knee to prove it?”’—Phila-
delphia Press.

TWO TERRIBLE DISASTERS.

Fopular Tourist Hotel Slides Bodily Into the
‘Sea~—Thirty Chidren Drowned.

ROME, Dec. 22.—A tervible disaster
400k place this afftermoon at Amalilfi,
the popnlar tourist resort on the Gulif
of Salerno. About 2 o'clock an enor-
mous rock, upon which stood the
Cappaccini hotel;, slid bodily into the

sea with a deafening roar and without
a moment’s warning, carrying with it
the hotel, the old Cappuchin monas-
tery below, the hotel Sam'ta Calerina,
and several villas.

Many people were buried in the
debris, which crushed four vessels to
the bottom of the sea, destroying their
crews. The mass of earth which slip-
ped was about 50,000 cubic yards.

BRUSSELS, Dec. 22.—Upwards of
forty school children were drowned
this afternoon in an ice .accident ™ at
Frelinghem, near the French frontier.
The school children of the district had

to play en the frozen river Lys. When
the merriment was at full height the
fce broke suddenly amd the children
disappeared. A few were rescued half
dead, but the majority were drowned.
Thirty-six bodies have been recovered;
but others are still missing.

A fonurteen4year-old English girl tried to
drown herself in a Wimbledon pond because
her mother insisted nn her wearing corsets.

Chilaren Cry for

CASTORIA.

; with pain for some weeks, to the rest

' wished for.. . His family were gather-
! ed at his bedside and the dying man’s
i last moments were spent in comfort-
i ing them and in contewnplation of
i“that reward for which he had solong

i death was near, but its sting to him

! was lost in the unfolding of his men-
! tal vision of a beautiful scéne, judg-

{ Monday afternoon at 3 o'clock in the
i Congregational ' church.

which in 1875, the year after hé was

Tl'n Well-known Evgngollst Died Erlday
at His Home in ‘Massachusetts. -

EAST NORTHFIELD, Mass., Dec.
22.—With the words ‘‘God 'Is calling
me,” Dwight L. Moody, the evangel-
ist, whose fame was world wide, fell
asleep in death at his home here at
noon: today. The passing of his spirit
from a body which had been tortured

beyond, was as . gertle as ‘eould be

and earnestly labored. He knew that

ing from his last words,

The arrangements for the funeral
have not as yet been fully cuvinpleted,
but the services will be held next

The burial
3 1)1 be on Round Top.

This is a spot on the seminary
grounds near Mr. Moody's home lot,

which has become famous In connec< |
tion with the summer m#etmzs, end {

on which hundreds of studsnt gather-

i ings have been held, many of them
i conducted by Mr. Moody himself. On

tris account it seemed to the family
fitting that the ‘burial should he at
that spot.

Telegrams and other messages of
sympathy have been received by the
family from frisnds. admirers of and |
co-workers with A Mr. Moody in alli
rartis of the country.

Dwight Lyman Moody was born at
Ncrthfield, Mass., Feb. £, 1837. Until
he was seventeen years of age he
worked on. & farm, then he became
a clerk in a shoe store in Idoston, In
1856 he went to Chicago, and while
engaged in business in that' city en-
tered into missionary. work,. among
the poorer classes, During the civil
war ‘he was in the  service of the
Christian commission and afterwards
was a lay missionary of the Y. M, C.
A. of Chicago. In 1873, accompanied
by Ira D. Sankey, he went to Eng-
land, and the two instituted a series
of weekly religious servicss wkich at+
tracted large and enthusiastic audi-
ences. They returned to America in
1875 and organizsd@ similar meetings
all over the country. In 1883 they
egain visited ‘England and their meet-
ings were productive of even more
good than the first.- Mr. Moody has
written a pumber of books, among
which are Heaven, published n 1830;
Secret Power, in 18§1; Way to God
and How to Find 1t, 188%; and many
others. The  celebrated evengelist
was the chief figure 'at the awnual
college and other meetings which
were held at Northfield. He was
gimple and direct 'n style and his ad-
dresses will be 'long remembered by
all who have had ‘the privilege of
hearing him.

DUKE OF WESTMINISTER. ‘DEAD. |

Was a Great Lana Owner, and Formo;t on
the Turf.

LONDON, Dec. .22.—The Duke of
Westminster is dead.

Hugh-Lupus Grosvenor, first Duke
of Westminster, was born in 1825, Hed N
was formerly a4 whig and later a lib-
eral unionist. He was a large land-
owner, having about 30,000 acres in
Cheshire. and Flintshire and 600 acres
in London. He was also lessee of 70,-
600 acres of deer forest in Sutherland-
shire. His London estate alone yield-
ed an income of about ' $1,260,000. a
yvear. He was a giant supporter of
the turf and the owner of some of
England’s greatast horses, for one .ot

created a duke, he paid ‘$70,000. He
von the Dorby in 1880 with Bend Or,
in 1882 with Shotover and in 1886 ' with
Crmonde. He was the owner of Orme,
whose poisoning, when the Derby fav-
orite eight or nine yeans ago, created
a profound sensation at the time.

FREDERICTON.

FREDERICTION, Dec. 22.—The chil-
dren of - the non-commissioned officers
were made happy this afternoon. A
large Christmas tree loaded down with
good things of every description was
set up in the drill hall and the ‘con-
tents were distributed among the chil-
dren by Mrs. McLeam and Mrs. Hem-
ming.

The express offices in this city are
‘doing a rushing business these days.
The number of parcels being received
and sent out is enormous.

The number of short ceurse men
who will enter the military school
here at the beginning of the new ‘year
will make up a class greatly in ex-
cess=of the usual one.

All the public schools closed for
Christmas holidays today.

HAMPTON.

Annual Missionary Meeting—Probate
Court Proceedings.

HAMPTON, Kings Co., Dec. 21.—
Rev. Jamas G. A. Belyea of Midgic,
Westmorland Co., occupied the station
Baptist pulpit and out - stations on
Sunday last, and his ministrations
called farth favorable comments from
the large congregations which listened
to his sermons. He went out to Lake
View yesterday, where he preached
this evening. j

Last night the apnual misstonary
meeting of the Methodist church for
this district was held at the station
church. The congregation was small,
but the services were full of interest,
the choir providing some excellent
music and the addresses being full of
earnest appeals for a greater develop-
ment of the missionary spirit. The
pastor and superintendent, Rev. Mr.
Stebbings, presided, and . after the
singing of a hymm and prayer by Rev.
George Steele of Portland church,
made a report’ on the fimancial work
of the past year, which showed that
the amount raised by the gemeral con-
ference, which with Canada includes
Newfoundland and Bermuda, was
$265,978, exelusive of that raised by the
Women’s Missionary society. Of this
amrount $6,902, was raised in this con-
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The following extract from the Toronte Mail am'l E mptn shows
the efforts of some combines now in operation in Canada.

Special to the Mailand Empm

HAMILTON, December 8th. —Knmmg Factory Trust. John

Moodie, of the Eag]

le Knitting Company, has given an optiontoa

Toronto Company, which is acting for a syndicate interested in
bﬁylng all tha icnitting factories in Canada. In an interview,

oo&g the trust was backed' by English and American
capitalists to the extent of  four or:five million dollars. Options
have been obtained on a number of factoriegalready. He said that
if the proposed deal went through the Hamilton factory would be

enlarged. -It is expected tbat the trust will

take in all the big

factories, giving the proprietors a share of preference stock in the
amalgamated businesses. There are between thirty and forty
knitting businesses in Canada at the present time.
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Name yamr3 nearest Express Office,

i

Your Name

Post Office

Mention this paper,

ST. JOHN SUN.

ference, St. John district, which ex-
tends frocn Sussex to Westfield, con-
tributing $1,627, and of this Hampton
paid in $35.50, which though but a
small sum was in &dvance of previous
years. & 1 i

Rev. Geo. Steel and Rev Mr. Palm-
er of Sussex followed with powerful
and scholarly addressas.

Name Reference, Mr
Address

widow of deceased, and his children, .

R. Ford Walton, Elizabeth S. Nutter, '

Hliza A. Ross, Fannie A. Richards
Rachel 8. McKenzie and Ada A. Wal-

The regular Christmas services will ;

be held next Sunday instead of Mon-

day. Rev. Mr. Douglas, Presbyterian, '

preaches in the Methodist chureh in
the evening.
In the probate court today, before

Judge Gilbert, A. W. Baird presented !

the petitions of James N. Walton and |
Tred Emest Walton, asking for let-

ters of administration on the estatel

of the late Henry Walton of Green-
wich, offering as bondsmen David A.
Richards and George T. Nutter. He !
also read the renunciation of all claim
to the estate of Margaret R. Walton,

i the accounts of the estate. He showed
that the total receipts were $3,644.08,
| and the total expenditures $3,630. Or-

dered that decree issue for final clos-

| ing, and the balance to be divided be-

{ whom C. N. Skinner, Q. C., appeared.
i Frezze, Sussex, proctor.

In “the esta.te of the late Francis
i Dubee of Havelock, one of the execu-
| tors, Francis J. Dubee, appeared to
i pass the accounts in his father's
festate The personal estate was in-

| ventoried ut $480.60, the real estate be-

tween the Tresiduary. legatees, for|

ing willed to Mis soms. Ondered that
decree issue to close accoumts.

The superior school closed &b

afternoon for the Christmas mm
with appropriate exercises. \
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