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“Only my arm»; thcy are 
scorchcd bchind,” rcplicd Kath- 
k-cn, still sobbing, and shaking 
all over wilh thc terror »he had 
»uffered. “’O! Id me go up- 
stairs, Mr. Everard, bcfore any 
onc conu-s. Don’t Id my uncle 
know there ha» been a fire; il: 
is bis great liorror. l’m not 
much hurt, indeed l’m not. I-el 
mr. go upstairs beforc liiere is 
anolhrr disturbancc.”

Mr. Everard was greatly' rc- 
lieved that she wa.< able' t<> I 
(hink of disturbonce»T and, un- 
locking thc door, watchcd anx- 
iously if she could walk with- 
out assistance. Kathlcen scizcd
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"My dear child, you go 
»truight and grt your burns at- 
lendccl to,” said Mr. Everard in 
a decided lonc, “and don’t for- 
get yourself. I will sec that all 
is pul right here, and tliat your 
uncle is not vexed.”

As he spoke, he opened the 
window to let out thc smell of 
burning, and tlicn began to re- 
move the fragments of brokeif 
glass and burnt remnants that 
lay about, while poor Kathlcen, 
wliosc burns were beginning 10 

pain her sadly, could only give 
him u look of gralitudc, and 
with one faint, “Thank you," 
ieft llie rnum and made thc best 
haste she could upstairs.

A quartcr of an hour after- 
wards the folding-doors were 
llirown back, and us the party 
eolleeted in thc drawing-room 
bcfore dinner, every one, even 
those wlio had secn the painting 
in progress, were almost clcc- 
trified at the cifect it produccd, 
while Lord Melton, from wliom 
it had been kept a profound se- 
cret, was quite enchanted. The 
poor Ültlc artist’s utmost ex- 
pectatiops were cxceedcd; but 
she herseif was enduring far 
ton much pain to he able to cn- 
joy her triumph; and, anxious 
of anolhcr “disturbancc,” sie 
was eompclled to rcsign herseif 
Io Nurse and Rose’s doetpring. 
•sending a message down to 
Kleanor, “that she had slightly 
burnt herseif, arid should not 
he able to coine downstairs.”

In the ccrurse of tlie evening, 
both Elcanor and Mary 
up to see how she was; full of 
regrets for what had happened, 
and eager wilh tiieir accounls 
of the admiration the sea-pi 
had called forth.

“Yotr will find yourself quite 
a heroine when you come down 
again,” she added, making a 
comical grimace. “Why! there 
was Lord Melton with his 
noble liands altering and rc- 
arranging thc lights to make 
the cffect bettcr; and eousin 
Jack got quite excitcd, and im- 
provised the sea-song that you. 
failhful creature, forgol to 
writc for him.”

“I heard Lord Mellon and Mr. 
Everard talking it over togc- 
tlier, after the tablcaux 
flnished,” joined in Elcanor, 
“and the fortner said he eould 
have sworn Mr. Everard had 
painted it himself, it was so truc 
to life. And, Kathlcen, dear, 
you must Teil me exactly how 
your burns are, for Mr. Ever­
ard seems quite anxious about 
you.”

“Oh, yes!” laughed Mary, 
dancing round Kathleen’s chair 
“you have made quite 
quest of little ‘inky fingere.’ "

“Hush, Mary dear, don’t call 
him that—it is so rüde to a vis- 
itor—and don’t talk 
se—”

“Well. IT1 bchave myself,” 
interrupted Mary, sitting down 
and primming up her mouth 
demurcly, “and I won’t speak 
ill of your love; only remrilnber 
—it is not lawful to marry your 
grandfather,"
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THF I m l F ♦♦♦♦* Kathlcen handed over her hour beforc dinner for certain 

‘ J J J title» to him wilhout hesitation. last etfeet* »he had been con-
. OLD SECRETARY J quite prv-occupied willi her ea- templating.
inntttmtmtrm“^“ ger desire to get him Io flnkh Sh«- could not help feeling

• th« m. Now, to her surpriec pleased as she enlered the 
and mortifleation, she saw his drawing-room. The recess (re- 
lips quiver with a strong elfort gularly prepared for thc ta- 
tr, keep Iris gruvily, as the title blitaux) hall the most weird

!
(CONTINI-KU.)

CHAinrKH XI.
"Ho ftMtgred thanfu to H«av«n for llf“ „ .

il, unhopwi, fron» deeporatk euught bis < ye. As In- f>roc<*f(l- likc cliect in glving an air of 
i d, lli<- muscle» of Iris face gave reality to the scenery. The re- 
way, and he hroke out in a par- cess projeeted from thc end of 
oxym of laughtcr. Theii he th«- »inall drawing-room paral- 

kindnes» Io Kathb-en the re „lu,|,. „ strong «Hort Io regnin lei willi a conservatory. Fold-
duy. Ile hrouglit his writing Io (.„mp,)Sur,. tag door* shut off the small
the moniing room, wlierc, from “Do forgiv« rny rmleness,” he drawing-room from the larger 
a very early hour. sh«- had e»- x,xt lnimofl “H j, IU)I t|„. |in,-x „ne, 
labli.^hcd hcrsflf lo llnisli thc

Ke<J<
vL: if«- "

Hir Wafter

Mr. Kvcrard corttimied his

To secure licrself from all $n-it is an .«l>stir<l associaliun that
painting of lli<- aeenery for Ihr l|pm., me.« 
tiiblt ii JX, and during thc morn-

tcrfcrcncc or obnoxious hclp. 
Flut it was all in vain. Sonic- Kathlcen locked hersclf in. 

ii g In- gave licr s<-vcrul hints n,jn^ |,a,j < vidcntly strmk upon Thcn with the hrcathlcss de- 
abowS (volor, which»a.ssisle<) in i j js sr.nH(. 0f f|u. ridieuious, and light of a young artist, she «sei 
much. Ifc even oficc left his thc niorc hc struggh-d against hcrself to put thc finishing 
wriliug lo put in a lew toiiclc s tj|(l ,nort. i„. laughed. If h strokes to u work which had 
to her pictiirc will» his owii could only have loht her why succeeded beyond her tiighcsl 

hc laughed, it would not hav< ho pes strokes of real phos- 
altcrcd, but hc tiad a n asou phorcscent light, which lit up 

which prevented him doing thc long green sweeps of trans-
,,!!icciil water, while hrilliant 

Mcanlimc Kathlcen, wilh all high lights, edging thc crcsts of 
h i n s »lt< ntion and tuken up s,s,!Sjijvcm -.s of sixteen on mountainous waves, gave them 
her time, that her painting had 
fared hintly, and lliefe was still

hand-
Thc tablcaux were to come 

off tliat evening; but thc unfor- 
funatc occiim ncds of thc last this.
Hvo <tays had «so occupied Katli-

llic siihject oi* versc-making. thc appearance of breaking 
morc physically cxhauStcd and j föam.

* M00<^ deal left for hei to do. jj i OU| slu way herscTf Alisorhcd in thc ccstacy of a 
Iler spirits were, liowcvci, Ido iw.,rv 0ft fvlt tried beyond cn " young artist, Kathlcen backed 
jmicli cloU'.d l»y the happy *er' \ durancc, and, snatching thc and hackcd to ohserve ttic cflVct 
mination of Kosc's trouhlcs to paper out of his hands, slw torc she was producing, quite for- 
h<-» Msily discouragcd. SIm was «^ *n|0 Rhrcds. getting a ca nette she had taken
loo iiaturully inclincel, when •*'|'hcrc was no need for apo- down from the tablc and. placed 
»ln hvd taken any work in |„gy ” H|„. .Hahl, haughtily. “1 on thc floor, in order to throw 
Imiid, to throw hcrself into il n]lghl hllv(, knöWn | wa» mak- one particulur dlm ray of light

ing myself nn ohjeet of ritli- i timt she wanted on thesra. She 
tblng couhl elii-i k So, vcij (.u|t, •• Tlicn, unable aliy longer was recalled from dreamland 
lired witli II»' previmis * «> * 11„ (-„„trol her feeling», »li-jby u sensu of intensc heat and 
nnxiety and distress, she had

witli ho impetuosity which no-

ruslied out of llie room straight! u suddi-n gl are of liglil. 
i isen early und pers.sle.l paml |(| ow|| clllllllb,,r. w|UTe she The wh.ih- liorror of her po- 
ing Ille wliole «luy, wilhout m- |wkl,, llvrs,,|f jn, und sliall L sition hurst upon her in one 
lowing hcreetf ii nioment to resl n,(lffs, tndulged in a lit olLnomenl. She had locked her- 
or «sc.uf( i !y to cut. Ivars. is<df in atone —und she had set

Very mucli ashamed of her- j hcrself on fire. 
co'iiposc ii song f Ml ( uuHin svif shc feit when she recovered It is wohdcrful how inany 
.I n If was to sing, am in \s m i lf |1(| rvm( ln|)vr(.(j wliat a iittlc! thoughts can condciise tlicm- 
tlic hvroic cxploit of thc S< ji 
King was to hc narrated. In 
ttv middle of thc afternooii

Sh<‘ lind undertaken also to

tliing had made her lose licr vlvvs into a sccontl of time 
temper. Yct she could not quitt when wc are in gn at pcril, 
forgive Mr. Everard. -It seented i Kathlcen*» first impui.se was 

.Im K f us it ( iiüo \ n pamtmg |() |j(,r |j|<(. a betrayal of cöii- to send forth one loud cry for 
1001,1 ,f> 11 r ‘ M ,,1,IS. fldcnec. I lv had drawn her on | hclp her »ccond, dislinctly to
writc thc Word» tu thc tum* otj.() |n|s1 jn him with her; n membor that she had made

'. 11 l,M< y 1 °,}u infn s ol,st * hon gilt s, even her. romanccs. i il impossihlc for any one to get 
° ‘ ’ ol 1 lld l! NN,‘,IS * H and now »hc feit as if hc hu.l! >t her. Thcn liiere was a diin
° 1 •'.1 u,lt !< ‘ 011 \ , |1 * , .' heeh quizzing her all thc time. | idea of trying lo reach thc door
Im kiiy. v.il i < < ii im «i !» H \ (’0jlsvjv,u.(. whisper sonic- to uiiTock it, und a»cnsc of there 
<om.i.(hfl i wiiting ui \trt 0f ||), kind hclp hc had being ho time; while memory
to ano! u i m<li<,am m»u m. ,,jvvn jK.r [jia| niorning, an 11 vivdly painted llie way ward, 
v’l ,,‘ < <m 1 no < , "1'1 how, when she was in difficult ; undiselplined fcelings vihicli
| M 1 ‘ 1 '111' ' ° ll Ai 1,1,1 iv.s over her »hip, a fcw toueh« s had made her so determined to
,;1' 01,10 r ‘ 111 1011 l< 4,1! from bis liand hml niavlc ft »cm! j have no onc to interfere witli

fiiniM., l* 1,( “ 1 111 1,1111 ’ hefore thc wind just as sin her.. She understood clearly
1 " , 1,0 ' ° 1,11 1 "in /’ wnnted. Hut thc ofTrncc of hav-; thc full danger of her posilion,

11 * \ ° 1 ’ ll ' . 'V 1 ing madd game of licr out-1shut into so small a spacc. witli
1 l,vv 1)1 uvv ° m< iu hi j| ajj mh was too un dl sorts of combustible mater-

1 ‘Y“ lind,“ she ktvtit saving lo her! »als am lind her. 'ihe woc ol
1 ", ‘ 1 ' °V 1 ( lf; and she valoroiisly rvsolv licr parents when they slv

1 ' " * / »| S |U\ 11 cd lo cp hcnccforth to hcrs( lf.; hear she was burnt to death-
1 j 1 « v * " '’’ and not acccpl hclp from him Ihe liorror of such a fatc- all
T t.-n m her cyes. You must go ;|hon| m |hi
n id rcst hefore dinner. You | 
liavt »iuislird your scenery,“ hc 
i; lvd, lookiiig at her painting 
\ tili l itical eye,“and v^ry suc- 
ccssfulty, (<»<». I will get this 
!< ug up for you, und yod can 
tu aug<‘ thc lights aller diimvi , 
v. Ikmi you are rested. Is there 
it .ythvig eise I can do to help 
you?“ ' -

! Ii had so cohiplelcly won 
K idilif.n's conlidence by thc 
k. dly intercsl he had sliown 
1« ili ui licr Iroubles and in her 
w >rk, that, forgetting for the 
inomvut licr extreme .shynvss 
e nit showing her povticat ef- 
furts. she hold the papvr she 
1 i l h < u writing up towanls 
1 I v .Ih a (lespairing look.

“Oh! Mr. Everard,” she ex-1 
e*aimv;.l, “if you would only 
\ it« »ne a song about the

realized themselvcs as distintly 
“Most vspvcially,” she miir- in tliat one brief nioment as if 

mured passionalely, “he »hall neh separate thought had had 
!iavv not hing to do with my hour» in which to devclop. 
poetrv.“ l livn all seemed to fuse into

llaviug made this resolution Ihe one desperate efTort to do 
lie <letvrmine<| lo avoid the battlv with the fiery foe, as gath-

ering thc skirts of her dress 
round her, she flung hersclf on 
the door, and rolled herseif to 
and fro over the jets of flame 
Ihat wer and anon sprang up 
from portions of her dres^/ 

Hut she could not put it out 
and a sense of despair was 

seizing on her heart, when she 
heard the sidc of llie

least risk of eoming across him. 
So she sc nt Hose, down to clcar 
away all Ihe mess from the 
drawing-room.

‘Must look into llie small 
drawing-room as you pass, 
Rose, and see if my pictiirc is 
nut up. And if there is no one 
there you can put my paint-box 
on Ihe tahlc. 1 should like to conser-
add a few strokes to bring out valory come crashing in; some- 
Ihv lights on my p je tu re more thing dark feil heavily upon 
sharply. after it is liung in thc! her, and she feit so tightly roll­
fight place.” cd up that she could scarcely

ln a little while Rose eaim breathe. The next instant she 
hock, saving she had put the! heard Mr. Kverard’s voice in a 
puinting-room tidy, and that tone of in lense anxiety.

. , i a . h»rm. lo the tum ol j\|r Everanl hail just flnished “Child, child, are you much
H- tlardy Norevnum s ou.««- hanßing up her plcturc. and bun.tr he erit-d. “Speak, I

" «.oMMuJaek will sing wns golu, his oxvn room. entroat you.”
h, - vi iiing 1 liave prom- “And the picture tooks heauti- liul Kathlcen could not speak

i ■ wri1' 1,11,1 ®nt’> l,i,Xl ful. Miss Kathlcen, just like rdal for a moment. She could not
,ynigfiir the last quav,i i wnves," added the girl, witli; teil whether she were hurt or 

«if .ui hour. and no taug sparkling eyes. “Mr. Everard not. The ruch of thankfulncss 
« i« ii llie right metre.

1 h ivc not writtvn verses

i

I:

seid so himself as I met him at! Ihat her life was spared 
the door; and he told me to go i cd to overpower every 
in and look at it, and hc said he In a miiiutc or two, however, 
hoped you were lying down to she recovered enough to sit up 
tfst.” on the floor and sob out;

’T’m not hurt, but 0h! l’m so 
frightened!”

meinbered how exceedingly . “My poor child." said Mr. 
-lio ros»eerene at mal despntnng cry: rüde she liad been to him. But Everard. tenderly, as hc took

siidJon Intuition lit his <>ye. she did not want to listen juAt off the heavy black cloak in
l!e 'w^rt royal han4 *** 8,81 thcn; and she ran down.forgct- which hc had envelopcd her.

ting her fatigue in her eager- “You must hc burnt—try and
i ncss to secure the quict half- teil me whcrc you are hurt.”

seem-
sense." ec 1 was a boy at school,“ hc 

r ,>ti 1, laughing; “but let niv 
: •' what thc style is to bet“

, <0™*™ 8av,
‘,uU • M *dy * of fbe Sca | anolhcr sharp prick as she rc-

King:

!
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