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SUCH UNDIGNIFIED
FLOUNDERING.

S PSR

There are many curious and altogeth-
er inexplicable features connected with
the opposition attitude towards the
Grand Trutk Pacific Railway. For

many months after the matter was first |

iaid before Parliament it was claimed

with the utmost assurance that the pro- '
ject was one of the maddest things thas -

had ever been -heard of. It .would: pot
pay. The country 1o be traversed was
for the' greatér’ part a wilderness anil
there was absolutely no hope of its ever
be'mg anything else but a wilderness.

This was in tie first wild frenzy at tbe

thought of the movement being popular
and that public approval would be
an evil thing for the fortunes of the Con-
servative party. %

Then it began to appear that. the slan-
ders heaped upon the country were ex-
citing the indignation of the people. It
was considered necessary to change the
plan of attack. Consequently the sage
Borden, who is now driven to the ‘ex-
, tremity of advocating government con-
struction, ownership and . operation,
pleaded for an investigation of the re-
sources of the territory, in the meantime
suggesting that the Intercolonial Rail-
way should be extended to the Georgian
Bay or some other point, and that the
section of the C.P.R. which runs
through the wilderness of North On-
tario, the one part of the line wupon
which absolutely no traffic = originates,
should be purchased from the company
and operated by the government, That
was his plan to relieve the freight con-
gestion on the wheat lands of the prai-
ries. No doubt it was a good plan from
the point of view of a corporation
which naturally does not welcome comi-
petition, but the subtle leader must have
bhad assurances that it did not meet with
popular approval. {2 e

Mr. Borden changes his base again.
He has withdrawn' everything he said
about the poverty of the country through
which ‘it is proposed to ‘build the new
line. .He has such sublime faith in it
that if the people will but trust him he
will borrow money and run. the line right
through sthe - territory he/so sadly mis-
trusted  but a few. shoft' months ago.
He will instal Haggarf,” the man who
could not'run a few hundred miles .of
the Intercolonial Railway through an ol
and settled country  without an annual
deficit of more than o million dollars, to
manage a new line through about three
thousand miles of new territory, for the
greater part at the present time with-
out a producing inhabitant. Yes; Bor-
den is a sagacious and prudent mian; as’
his organ says, but the people, we fear,
are not prepared to encournter greater de-
ficits than have been.. We believe. they
will agree with us that a plan “which |
leaves an industrious- opposition with no*
more attractive alternative than ' that
proposed by its leader eanmot. be very
far from the gates of such perfection as.
is possible of attainment in mere earthly
affairs. : g NG e i

But what must the readers of J:x_e op~

position ' pewspapers’ think of the va=
garies of the Tory leaders and organs?
The first -outery was. that Cox angd some-
body: else had secured a  huge ~graft.
Finding that the terms of the contract
would not admit of such an accusation,
it was boldly asserted that the ultimate
result. would be failure and that the
country would be left with an elephan-
tine failure upon its hands. The present
position is that this doubtful undertak-
$ng is such a fine thing for the company
that it would be a still better thing for
the country if .carried out under <the'
superintendence of John Haggart as
Minister of Railways!

Now let us consider for a moment the
conditions which would - prevail under
the superintendence of Mr. Hagganrt—
conditions which it is well Known- did
_prevail during the. eigh"tqen‘, years . of
‘ Conservative managément of the Inter-
colonial.. We shall firet,take cee eords
of Sir John Macdonald, who in justi-
fication of his refusal to continue the
work of Alexander Mackenzie of build-
ing the Canadian Padific Railway to the
Tacific Coast as a’ government undertak-
lng, said:

“The Government-have every right to
use all their exertions in order to re-
lieve themselves and the country of the
obligation of building this road (the Can-
adian Pacific) and of the still greater ob-
ligation of running it.. We see this in
the Intercolbuial and in every public
work. Why, sir, it is actually impos-
sible for the Government to run that
road satisfactorily. The men we put on
the road from the ponter upwards be-
come civil servants. If one is put on
from any cause whatever, he is said to
be a political hack. If he is removed,
it is sdid his removal was on account
of his political opinions. If a cow is
killed on the road a motion is maderin
respect to it by the member of the
House who has the owner’s vote as sup-
port. The responsibility, the expense,
the worry and amnoyance of a Govern-
ment having charge of such a work, are
such that, for these causes alone, it was
considered advisable to get rid of the re-
sponsibility.”

Sir Charles Tupper, speaking to the
same question, said: '

“YWhether Liberals or Conservatives |

were in power I would deplore in the
strongest manner any attempt in this
country by any government, I care not
who they are, or who they are com-
posed of, to construct another Govern-
ment railway. That is the position I
take.

“So I say that the Government have
not the latitude, they have not the means
of ‘saving public money, as a private
company can save theirs. Then, when
it comes to the operation of the railway,
‘where aré you? - Why, sir, every gentle-
man sitting behind the Minister of Rails

l'wus anits to get a friend, or a.relative
~of a friend, or some active supporter,
put upon the road. .He says:  You have
! got a thousand employees; and one more
‘ cannot make much difference. He puts
the screws upon him, and succeeds in
, crowding some one onto the railway.'
| “But there is a worse thing than that
with reference to ‘a Government rail-
i way, and -niebedy has. experienced it
{ more. thin ‘I have myself. When  you

over-manned the road, as you are almost

"‘compelled to do by the pressure. that |
Jsput upon you, unless you-are more-

than @ man, there is a worse thing stilly’
and ‘that- is that every man that has
got a ton of freight to carry over the
road, bnings all the political influence he
can uwpon the Government and the de-
partment, to carry that for nothing.
| Therefore, the Government is not in a
position to preserve the interests of the
public, nor to. mamage a railway in the
same manner that a private company can
manage it. I am glad to say that I
need not pursue that question, because
my hon. friend who has just sat down
has relieved our minds, and my . mind
especially, from the fear that the Gov-
ernment would jeopardize the best in-
terests of Canada by an attempt to con-
] struct this as a Government railway.”

Coming down to a dater date than
1880, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, leader of
the Conservative party in the Senate of
Canada, said -when the Grand Frunk
Pacific Bill was under discussion last
year: :

“I .am opposed to Governments. run-
ning railways, and if we are to take the
Intercolonial Railway as a sample to
guide us in the future, all I have to say
is, God protect us from the finanecial re-
sults that must follow if the Govern-
ment are to own and run many other
roads in the futura. . {4

“I watched the operations of the rail-
‘ways in Anustralia when I was there,
They are Goévernment railways. They
produced no grgument to my mind that
-Governments can own and operate rail-
ways as well as it can be done by in-
dividuals. . I believe to-day that if the
Grand - Trunk: Rafiilway ‘Company or the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company had
possession of the Intercolonial Railway
.they' would run it with as muah advan-
tage, if pot more advantage, to the peo-
ple living in the Maritime Provinces and
at-less expense than it is-aun to-day, and
they. would mun_ it without losing ‘any
money. That may be a heterodox: view
to some of my friends from the Mari-
tite Provinices, bt I have come 16 that
cor_xelnsioqf from having ' watched the;
management and the opérations-of- that’|
road. undér both Governmentd, ang hay-~
ing  wat¢hed the operation of Governs
ment-owned roads in the Australian col‘
onies,"” ; £ p

The Tgry party may feel constrained
at the‘command of the sagacious, pru-
dent, far-seeing and- honest gentleman
who: is; mow- at its head. to turn a
mighty sharp’ curve;' but, my, what a
rogx" .there‘ w’oul(}fh;wq‘ been if Sir Wil-,
trid Lagrier $iid. proposed a road from
the Atlantic to the Pacific as a Govern-
ment undertaking! ~What = visions of
boodle: they would have beheld; what
a¥mies of “hangers-on retained on_ pub-
‘lic_ pay for the purpose of keeping in
power a nest of-incompetent Grits they
[wonldr have-seen!. Never was there a
party driven to Such extremities; surely
never was such a sagacious leader re: |
duced to such indefensible expedients!

———

_TAKING OURVES.

Up to a few months before the gen-
eral elections, of 1878 the Conservative
party in Canada was an -inflexibly free
trade party. When Alexander Macken-
zie. found it abgolutély hecessary to’
slightly increage duties, which were im-

those days, there was strenuous opposi-
tion from the-Conservitive minority.

But Tory. opinion is liable to swerve
with-a swish at any time if the leaders
consider. expedienicy to be moré profit-
able politically than' prineiple. - Sir John
Macdonald 'perceived in 1878 that ‘there
was little prospect of his attaining power
unless he ¢ould stampede the electorate
towards some new political nostrum. He
manufactured what he called a National
Policy and told the people it would make
them all rich.. They believed him.

When the news was sent out to the po-
litieal writers of those days that the
Tory creed had been revised there was
consternation for a time. But the Cana-
dian Tory who would not change his
opinions for even the prospects of power
is a very scarce article. The editor whe
said, “It is .a - d——d sharp curve, Sir
John; but-I guess we can make it,”
probably expressed ' in straight-flung
words the general view. The .organs
promptly swung into line, and the advo-
cates of the N. P. were triumphant.

We do not know ‘what is the cause of
the hanging back of the Conservative
newspapers of the present day—why
they seem to have some hesitation about
endorsing with enthusiasm the: very
newest departure .of the noble army of
patriots who are opposing the bargain of
the ' Dominion government with the
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company.
Perhaps they have but little faith in their
leader. Possibly some of themy are
doubtful of the ability of Mr, Borden and
his lieutenants and all the newspaper§
which support the party to stampede the
people gf Canada in the direction of a
demand for the construction ang opera-
tion of a transcontinental line of railway
through an entirely new country by the
government. Or it may be that the
policy of the opposition as outlined final-
ly, after much halting and many at-
tempts by its leader, is not at all clear
and definite in its terms, and the people
of Canada really do not know what the
policy of the Conservative party is.

Mr. Borden made two or. three nt-
tempts. to elucidate a polioy 'hat woull
be satisfactory to his fo¥ «~-s ani At
tractive  to ‘the ‘people beln-n b3 ﬁnja!!g

‘have built a road, and when you ‘have:

‘area. . extend, indefinitely northwards,

"Probably it is the -consideration

}posed strietly . for : revenue. .purposes in(-

‘| tavorable to the growth of industries

moved ' that if the people were to. pay
nine-tenths of the cost of the new road,
they might as well make up the balance
and own the line. But the peéople are
not going to. contribute nine-tenths of
the icost ‘of construction. They will
mierely guarantee a portion of the bonds
of the pontions of the road to.be built

| by the!commpany. < The gnargntee for-the.

greater part of ‘thé mew line they willlito-bim: that no' later ithan last session

‘never be called upon to

‘Jhents of eandid and ‘chpable Consery

fives who are familiar 'wigh_i;tﬁ:e« con- | ‘mer

‘ditions in; thy  Weat are worthy of be--
lief. Uniless the unexpéeted happens, the |
.government will have to meet a portion
of the interest on the cost of the con-
struction of the mountain section. " But
we do not suppose for that reason a
great many Conservatives in British Co-
lumbia will agree with many Conserva-
tives in the East-who hold that the con-
struction of ithe mountain  section,
through what ithey choose to call £-“bar-
ren wilderness,” should not be under:
taken @&t this t;ine. Nor do we sup-
pose the majority of ‘the people of the
Dominion will-regard it-as a reason why
the government should plunge into such
another undertaking as in. considerably
more favorable circumstances has in-
volved the country in anmual charges of
considerable magnitude. As for the sec-
tion from Winnipeg to Moncten, the
government is to build it and the com-
pany to operate it. ‘At the end of seven
years the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway
will pay ito the government three per
cent. interest on. the ' cost of con-
struction. That section of the line will
be driven through an absolutely new
country. If the ‘company can populate
that territory and develop it in that time
and place its line on'a paying basis, it
will have done a.greater work for Can-
ada than any qf the existing lines has
done in the same space of fime. If the
shareholders receive. a reward for their
faith in the resources of the country no
one will grudge it o them. The Capada
of that day .will .présent an entirely dif-
ferent-appearance ‘to the Canada of the
present ‘day. ' It will have been démen-
'strated that our habitable and cultivable

Sugh’ & demonstration will be worth the
fourteen or fittéen millions of cost in-
wolved; ‘offset by ‘the ‘ownership' ‘of ".a
Droperty wotth so much as the Eastern
section of the*Grand Trunk Pacific Rail:
way, will be,” . T (8
of
such ‘faets that deters the Viectoria Col-
onist from' éndorsing the policy of the
leader-of the Conservative party. Or.it
may. be that our con'tempotary is in the
position of 8 goodly number of its read-
ers: is mot quite sure as ‘to what' the
poliey of its leader is. ' It it has decided
that the ‘Conservative party is commit-
ted to a policy of government ownership
and operation of railways, possibly the
editor is not so pliable as his late brother
who “told Bir® John Macdonald that
to advocate protection would be to take
a “d——d sharp curve,” ,and so it is
taking time .to prepare itself for the
plunge. ‘When the Colonist does an-
‘nounce its conversion, as it is noted for
the thoroughness' with which it does
things, perhaps it will carry the policy
to its logieal conclusion, and demand the
acquirement by the state of all railways
within fits: bounds. That is what will
come to pass when the Conservative
party in sincerity, demands government
ownership of railways. ;

THE FISCAL PROGRAMME.

It is not given to men to. experience
continuous and unailoyed satisfaction im
this vale of political ups and downs:
Bspecially is this true of men of ‘the
restless British race who dwell in. a
more or. less rigorous northern - clime.
To. their minds there is nothing 80 near
perfection ‘that it ‘cannot be improved
upon, 'We suppose  in the languorous
south, ‘where ‘the soft winds blow, where
the earth gives of her abundance with=
out - solicitation almost, and where .the
waats of the people are not so insistent,
the .conditions: are different. There the
cigarette of benign peace and sweet con-
tent is ever between the lips and laziness
and indifference broods over the land—
until  abuses bred in an atmosphere
of repose set the warm southern blood
a-coursing and the inevitable revolution
follows.

Although Canada has been blessed
with upwards of seven years of honest
and efficient government, we are not so
unreasonable as to expect the opposition
to be satisfied with what has been done.
It will not be satisfied until it convinces
the people that if it were given the op-
portunity it could do better and produce
conditions which would be better for the
country. But it is a palpable, undeniable
fact that the progress of the Dominion
has been remarkable under the govern-
ment of Sir Wilfrid Launier. The fiscal
system adopted in 1897, with such
amendments as the developments called
for, seems to have been admirably
adapted to the requirements of the coun-
try as a whole. That system has un-
dergone the test and has emerged tri-
umphant, It forced an involuntary tri-
bute from an uncompromisingly hostile
source when the opposition organ in this
city in @ moment of aberration admitted
that the Canadian tariff was much more

than the American,

Nevertheless we are not so foolish
as to suppose that Mr. Borden —will
not undértake to expound & more excel-,

lent. system  than ‘that which has been § g

| that Be should avow himseit in favor
of a much longer stride in the direction |

of government owdership °*of railways
than Sir Wilfrid IAMner and. his col-
leagues have done. ~After blindly grop-
ing around .in the darkness of his own
incapacity for upwards of a year he
found there was no ground for his feet
in-any other- position.. It.was nothing

be. mgembets of a Tory: govern-

‘n the: probable event of the suc-
cess ) the party, violently denownted .
 the very policy he is now advoeating and
pointed’ out the sure consequences. to the
country of any such action. But we
cannot look for consistency in the policy
of a class of politicians whose one ob-
ject in :life is to gain power and who
will pledge themselves fo any will o’
the wisp they fancy will cause a stam-
pede of the- electorate.

So we have not the least doubt that
Mr, Borden has in his.mind, and will not.
reveal, a fiscal system that would add
immensely to the prosperity of Canada,
Under the Fielding system it is proposed
to treat with generosity those who meet
Canadians “upon. fair. and  equitable
terms. The operations of the high pro-
tectionists in' foreign countries who have
created the modemm and demoralizing
system of “dumping” are to be curtailed.
The scheme of the Finance Minister as
set forth yesterday is but the logical
development of the system which was
adopted first - in 1897. The pro-
gramme has- been so successful that it
has been extended. The British prefer-
ence has been broadened and enlarged.

to prove either that the whole scheme
is'a fraud upon the pé(*)ﬂe'(_)f _'C,anada
as destructive of the natural industries
“of the eountry, or a humbug upon the
manufacturers of Great Britain as con-
stituting a preference upon paper only.
It all depends upon the result of a very
fallible weather forecaster’s attempt to
estimate the political probabilities. The
attitnde has changed several times since
the’ preference was first introduced. But
thére ' is one' thing sure: the budget
speech will cause serdous displéasure to
the opposition, - -~ - g .
', DNSTABLE AS CITY WATER.
<.The average «citizen ‘must be blessed
with a head of adematine consistency if
he is not now in the 'condition of one’
Twemlow as he. considers the attitude of
the city council in the matter of the re-
gulation gf the water supply. To-day the
‘appearance of the city is so important in
the eyes of the aldermen that they have
no hesitation ‘whatever about granting
the government a free supply of water
in ;order that the grounds surrounding
the Parliament buildings may be kept
in a'condition pleasing to the eye. Yes-
terday it was held that all private citi-
i zens who wished to keep fheir lawns “in
verdure clad” should pay forsthe fluid
they consumed at the rate of so much
per gallon. Now in this instance it is not
80 much a question whether it is in the
interests of the people as a whole that
the reputation of Victoria as a city of
unrivalled gardens shall be maintained.
Neither is it necessary to open up a con-
troversy as to the relative importgnce of
the government grounds and the gardens
of all private parties as features of the
ecity’s attractions, It is merely a matter
of comsistency. If the .government be
granted free water for the purpose of
maintaining its lawns iw a satisfactory
condition, it is imcomprehensible to us
why private parties who have under~
taken to coustruct and maintain boule-
vards should be denied similar privileges.
Angd there is no reason why the analogy !
should not be extended right into the pri-
vate gardens. The only excuse the metér
portion of the board can give, that we
know .of, for its inconsisteat and un-
-reasonable attitude towards private in-
dividuals is that the latter will pay rather
‘than permit the fruits of their labors to
wither up under their eyes. Possibly
the government flourished a threat over
the heads of the council. We do not
know anything about that. The public
is not permitted to know too much about
the motives which are at the bottom of
the acts of aldermen these days. But if
there be not an accounting for the eccen-
tricities of the water department of the
civie works, the citizens of Victoria will
deserve the name of a long-suffering peo-
ple.

EFFECTS OF THE SURTAX.

The economists who discourse learned-
ly about the émpossibility of foreing
trade into new and unnatural channels
should carefully consider the case of
Canada and Germany. It may have
been different in the days when the cur-
rents were few and strong, and when
the industries were less diversified than
they are to-day. It certainly is a fact
that the Canadiam sumtax on German
goods “in retaliation for the act of the
government of the Fatherland in at-
tempting to heap fiseal vengeance on
our heads for daring to grant preferem-
tial treatment to Great Britain has had
a serious effect upon trade with Ger-
many. ‘It has been claimed by theorists
that in cases such as the one under con-
sideration the consequences of retalia-
tion recoil upon the heads of the “retalia-
tors.”, If Canada has been injured by
the surtax there is mo evidence of it.
'.!.‘he trade appears simply to have been
diverted to more desirable channels. It
as “folowed the flag.”” The Ottawa

the, Bomonto’ Globe has

‘so atundantly Justified:’

; 1dan: ustifie ".qu leader of“‘
‘the opposition thought it was incumbent

Doubtless the oppasition will undertake |

. President of the. Council.

3

Indies are now the chief source of sup-
pounds. For the same period of the fiscal
year of 1902-3, ending March 31st, Can-
adian importations of raw sugar from
Germany amounted to 150,000,000

- pounds, .for the same period -of the fiscal |, '

year ending  March 31st,. 1904, the im-

‘his owit colleagnes; men’ Who |-portations of sugar from. -Germany drop--{ s

ped 1o 530,000 On. the other
hand, the quantity of raw sugar broug'hi_:

-in- from British Guiana and the British

West Indids increased- from. 40,000,000° ¥

pounds for. the nine months ending
March 31st, 1903, to 162,000,000 pounds
for the mine . months ending March
31st, 1904. Sugar produced
the British planters has thus to a large
extent displaced German sugar in the
Canadian market. Reductions have also
taken place in importations Gn other
lines from Germany. Whereas for the
nine months ending Macrch 381st, 1903,
the total duitable goods entering Canada

from Germany amounted to $7,776,205, |

they had sunk for a similar period,
terminating Manrch 31st last, to $5,076,-
383, a falling off of $2,690,822. No won-
der the man with the mailed fist is call-
ing for a halt in the war of tariffs. In
March, 1903, Canada - toek §928,831
worth of German duitable goods. Last
March this country bought only $491,-
400. In view of these facts, Germany
seems to be getting more than she bar-
gained for when she maised the duties
against Canada  because of the prefer:
ence given to Great Britaim - o

Certainly ‘Premier McBride did his

‘duty by the eountry whgn he introduced

a journalist of repute to his cabinet as
: But does he
think Mr. Cotton will be content-to re-
mafin for any considerable time:in 'a
subordinate position ‘to colleagues, of
such calibra as Fulton,  Wilson,

‘Green, Tatlow, or even McBride? We

trow - not. Journalists, . being accus-
tomed to generous remuneration; eannof
be expected to give ‘their services, even
to their country, gratis. Also being ac-
customed to Associates of mental grasp
and strength, When they come in'confaet’

‘with, weaker vessels, the inevitable ten-
‘dency. 15 upward. ' Therefore, the: Hom

F. Oarter-Cotton "is .destined ‘to - rise
rapidly, and<we hope the.Hon;;B.ichard

"McBride. may-not be sorry that he .was

tempted to recognize ability.
L P ; i :

Let us see: MeBride, from New
Wéstminster; Tatlow, Wilson and Cot-
ton, from: Vancouver; Fulton, from
Kamloops, ‘Green, from it does not mat-
ter much where, and not @ single repre
gentative from any part of the Island.
Verily there seems to be something amiss
about the distribution of portfolios in
the provineial government. . Surely it
cannot be that all ability is concentrated
in Vaneouver and its environs If sueh
be the case, and the McBride cabinet is
representative of our talent, them may
the good Lord have mercy on us! There
is but one course to pursue: Surrender
the right of self-government.

* % =

If the annual deficit under Tory rule of
a government railway a few hundred
miles in length were a million dollars,
what would the probable deficit on‘a
road three thousands miles ins length be?
As an important factor in the situation,
add a few millions to the probable dis-
crepancy on .account of the new line
penetrating a region that for the greater
part is absolutely without producing in-
habitants.

* ¥ ® a

Mr..Borden asked for time to consider
the financial statement of Mr. Fielding.
The opposition leader wasin a condition
of two-mindedness. He did not know

_whether. to denounce the government. for

stegling  the' oppesition. policy or assail
it for failing to  grant waning in-
dustries which are flourishing exceeding-
Iy “adequate pro;tect;ion." - *

*®

We wonder whether the McBride gov-
ernment could make the H. & N. and
the V. & S. pay. But that isn’t the
point. Think of the number of hungry
ones whose mouths could be filled with
the fat things of the earth. Never mind
about the pockets of those who would be
taxed to keep the thing going.

* % a

No one can foretell what a month may
bring forth. We are quite sure the
youngest politician' never expected to
live to see the day when the Colonist
would be advocating the government

ownership of railways. And now be-
hold what has happened!
* % *

Now that the “first Conservative gov-
ernment British Celumbia has ever
had” is being supplied with free water
by, the city, the public may look for in-
creased efficiency ‘across the Bay. It i
ofteny the case that strong stomachs are

topped by weak heads.
LOGGER KILLED. 3

His Neck Brokenr by Branch of
Which He Was Cutting.

Tree

Nanalmo, June 7.—Isaac Irving, a logger
employed by the Chemainus Lumber Co.,
was instantly killed near Cobble Hill last
night. Irving was sawing down a tree
when a huge branch broke off, striking him
on the back of the head, breaking his neck.
He died almost Instantly. Irving, who was
unmarried, came from Westpert, Ore.,
where relatives reside.

DEATH OF PRINCESS.

Gmundena, Upper Austria, June 4.—~Prin-
cess Mary of Baden, eldest danghter of the
Dnke . of . Cumberland, 1 wite of Prince
¢ this morn-

Dnke of . Cumberland, aud
éximillan of Baden, ¢
ing. )_Sh’e was borp - in” 187 5

by |

Furn

—burns coal, coke or wood with equal facility.

Flues, A grates, fire-pot and feed-doors, are
specially constructed to burn any kind of fuel, and
a special wood grate is always supplied.

Sold by all ‘enterprising dealers. Write for booklet.

M¢Clary’s

: . s
London, Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg, Vancouver, St. John, N, B,
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PROPOSAL TO DEEPEN '
ARM FROM THE GORGE

ecutive of the Tourist As-

At a meeting of the executive of the
Tourist’ Association. Tuesday afternoon

Vit wwas deeided to reguest.the .Dominion

government to také seme dction towards
making the Gorge navigable at all times
for lannches:and other small'craft from
the rapids to Craigflower bridge..  This
would, it was contended, :involve but a
comparatively small expenditure, and, if
carried gut, add’ considerably to the at-
tractions of Victoria as a pleastre re-
sort.

There were present  His Worship
Mayor Barnard, who occupied the chair,
and H. B. Thompson, B. S. Heisterman,
J. G. Wilson and Secretdry Cuthbert.

After the reading of a large budget
of communications, most of which were
inquiries from all parts of the States.as
to the best time to visit the Coast and
for literaturé, the matter of deepening
the Arm from ‘the Gorge to Craigflower
bridges brought up by.H. B. Thompson.
The latter pointed out the advantage it
would be to have the lovely stretch of
water open to largée purties of visitors,
and expressed the opinion that the ex-
pense fecessary in dredging would not
be great. The suggestions found favor
with #hose present, and a motion to the
effect that the local represemtatives in
the Dominion government and House be
requestéd to take the matter in hand
'was carried unamimously. s

Steps will also be taken to prevent the
marring of the scenery along the Dallas
road and other places by advertisements
painted on rocks and other prominent
points. For this purpose a committee
will wait on property owners and others
who have it in their power to put'a stop
to this objectionable practice,

Another question of some importance
was discussed. In view of the fact that
the city comncil hias decided to grant the
:provincial government free water for
keeping the lawns surrounding the build-
ings in proper condition, it was thought
pot too much to request that seats for

James Bay causeway.

A reply was rvead from Senator
Templeman to the communication from
the association requestion that the su-
perior facilities of this city over any
other place im the province for the Do-
minion exhibition of 1905- be impressed
upon members of the Federal govern-
ment. He promised to give the matter
serious: consideration.

Other matters of miinor importance
were discussed, aftter which the meeting
adjourned.

Oneof the best possible advertisements
this city ms a tourist resort could re-
ceive, is' contained in copies of the
Kootenay Mail, of Revelstoke, of Satur-
day last. A full page is devoted to
scenic views of Victoria, among  which
are Shawnigan Lake, Beacon Hill Park
and & Woodland Drive near the Park.
In this connection the Mail says: “For
those taking a summer holiday the city
of Viotoria forms one of the most attrac-
tive and interesting resorts. Prettily
situated at the southeast corner of Van-
couver Island, commanding a magnifi-
cent view of the straits of San Juan de.
Fuca, the magnificent Olympia range of
mountains and the northern coast of
Washington, built like an old eastern
city, with its famons Beacon Hill park,
beautiful drives, rides, walks, with
ta_ei‘ﬁ'ties for boating, fishing and moun-
taineering at hand, there is probably no
place on the American continent that
provides the varied attractions that the
tourist finds in the city of Vietoria.”

1_'este-rday when the steamer Manuka
nvrm.ved from Australia a number of the
pupils of North Ward school gathered a
!arge number of beautiful bouquets, and
in company with a representative of the
Tourist Association went = to the outer
whart #nd,distributed the flowers dmong

the passen of the steamer. They

Subject Discussed at Meeting of the Ex-1.
" “Yof the associated board of ti

|

{

were ' prof y thanked ' for their
thoughitfulness, all recipients apparently

thoroughly apprecigting the gifts.

EXAMINATIONS IN MUSIC.

List of the Suecessful British Columbia
Candidates.

—_—

Montreal, Juue 6.—The examni

Academy of Music and Royal (
Music,of London, England, actir
junction with MeGill University, are con-
icluded, The examiner, Walter W ),
began the examinations in Charlottetown,
PRI, early in May, and concluded them
on May 27th in Vietoria, B. C. The
lists of successful candidates in British
Columbia are:

Advanced . ‘grade, passed—Elizabeth
Qlding, -Vancouver, pianoforte.

Intermediate grade, passed in order of
merit—Ethel ' L. 8im, Vancouver,
pianoforte; Minnie Gertrude Weart, Van-
couver, pianoferte; Zeta Allice Jane
Clark, Allhallows school, Yale, piano-
forte; Eileen Hoops, Allhollows school,
Yale, pianoforte; Bernice Schowceroft,
Viectoria, pianoforte; Gladis Evelyn
hawlings, Victoria, pianoforte.

School examinations, higher division,
distinction—Winifred B. Garden, Vin-
couver, pianoforte.

Higher - division, passed—Dorris A.
Wilbers, Vancouver, pianoforte; Helen
Godfrey, Allhallows school, Yale, piano-
forte; Ella Wmnderhall, Althallows school,
Yale, )piapoforte; Bernice Scowecroft,
Yale, pianoforte; - Lillian Pearse, All-
hallows. school, Yale, .pianoforte; Ethel
M. Sim, Vancouver, piaroforte.

Lower division, passed—Daisy Cattell,
Vancouver, pianoforte; Ruby Clark, All-
hallows school, Yale, pianoforte; Edna
Widanener, Vancouver, pianoforte;
Muriel Godfrey, Vancouver, pianoforte;
Emily Maude Dibbell, Vancouver, piano-
forte; Winifred Cook, Allhallows school,
Yale, = violin; ' Elinor Harrington, All*
hallow school, Yale, pianoforte; Mabel
Allan, Vancouver, pianoforte; Minnie
Foster, Vancouver, pianoforte; Bernice
Harrison, Allhallows school, Yele, piano-
forte; Dorothy Roade, Allhallows schdol,
Yale; Geralf Turner, pianoforte, Van-
couver.

Blementary division,
Lang, Allhallows school,
forte; Katheleen Martin; Vancouver,
pianoforte; Willie Martin, Vancouver,
pianoforte; Daisy Fleishmann, Vancou-
ver; pianoforte; Edith Rich, Allhallows
school, Yale, violin; Laura May Pym,
Vancouver, pianoforte; Cecily Galt, All-

passed—Willie
Yale, piano-

the accommodation of the general public ' hdllow school, Yale, pianoforte; M. E.
be placed aft different spots overlooking | Isabella Richardson, Vancouver,
the grounds. This will be. asked, and ' forte;
should the government comply, there is ‘ school, Yale, pienoforte; Alice
.00 doubt <that the seats would prove a | Keenleyside,
great convenience.. It is.also proposed , Douglass Scott, Vancouver, pianoforte;
to place permanent chairs in the recesses | Bessie Macpherson,
on this side of the.retaining wall of the i forte; Elizabeth Mortensen, Vancouver,

piano-
Allhallows
Morgan
pianoforte;

Margaret Wilson,

Vancouver,

Vancouver, piano-
pianoforte; Etta Fleishmann, Vancouver,
pianoforte;  Winnie McLeod, Vancouver,
pianoforte. .

Rudiments of musie, local centre ex-
amination—Zeta Alice Jane Clark, All-
hallows school, Yale; Elizabeth Olding,
Minnine Gertrude Weart, Ethel M. Sim,
Della Johnston and Edith Louise Pater-
son, Vancouver; Gladys Evelyn Hawlings
and Bernice Scowecroft, Victoria.

School examination—Violet Mary Lad-
ner, Allhallows school, Yale.

TACTICS OF THIBETANS.

Retreat te Hills and Will Endeavor to Cut
British Lines of Communication.

Gyangtse, June 6.—The military situation
in Thibet Has undergone a considerable
change during thespast ten days. The
Thibetans have abandoned the plain and
retreated into the hills, where they e€n-
deavor from time to time to cut the Britisk
lines of communication. ;

. The force of Thibetans at Jong IS v:*r}:
large, while it is rumored that :mng.mx
force 18 belng massed at a point between
Ralung and Khangma. The report that the
Thibetans have been using leutheru-bo‘und
wooden cannon is entirely untrue. They
have no cannom, but plenty of Jingas and
Russian rifies.

8 R P S,
LINER REPORTED.
il R

New York, June 7.—The North Ger-
man Lloyd steamer Kaiser Wilhelm IL,
from Bremen, Southampton and Cher-
bourg, for New York, was reported b¥
wireless telegraphy seventeen miles easf
of Nantucket lightship at 3 a. m.

AR R S
NO C_HANGE.
()étawn. June 7.—~There will be no duty

imposed on reugh lumber, etc.. asked for
by the British Columbia delegation.

ELUA
 GIVEN TUESE

 PRODUCTION
'OF A NOTABLE W

Local uuldms Score a Great Tri
—Rather Small Audience At~

tends Event.

er a r mark of appy
:It ;’::c;xat;e intle)l(‘)i?)r of the Metrq
b Methodist church presented
mn']_‘uesday one of tlre grandest ora
s composed, Mendelssohn’s  ¢El
o resented. The presentation s
waﬁepa'ttracted- an audience which ¥
hme taxed ‘the seating capacity o
lfgi‘;ice, but the atfendance was
;{erben Taylor, the director, and Gi
Hicks, conductor, who have laborg
defatigably for months on the great
out of true masicianship, and Wit
nope that their efforts would at lea
awarded with some‘k'}nd' of a due.
ciation from the public in recogniti
the energy and time expended in
ing the musical art of the cit
deserving of sympathy. as well as
ion. ;
mejf;la:kendy announced, the prin
and the parfs they sang in the descr
of the masterpiece were as f?
Mrs. J. Houghton Eflmunds,‘ S4
“The Widow”'; Mrs. Gideon Hfd‘f\,
Queen”; A. T. Goward, “Qbadmh
pert Taylor, “E‘xijap"; Miss Emm
«The Youth”; Mrs."H. Currie, con
R. Worlock, tenor, and William
itone.
bag?o.lennings Burnett prgsided» g
organ, lending a beautiful instruy
fone and shading to the .oratorm.
was a strong chorus filling an en
platform whieh had been erected.
chorns in ensemble work was SD
It possessed good volume, and the

" was glorious. Divisionally, howev{

contraltos and tenors were weak,
the sopranos, and- particularly the
were all that the worthy conducto
have-desired.. Be it said to his
that he wields a baton that besp
temperment and many other qu
well .equipping him for the p.o'sxti
Mendelssohn” is more familiar

“average person than the average

is aware. His works on modern h
ogy. has had a wonderful ipﬂuen
deed it is stafed by authorities on
that most of the hymns sung th.
are peduliarly Mendelssohnian in
acter. The composer stands a
greatest exponent of the hi.gh
purest developmert. In "‘Elpah
indeed in most of his compositions
clide into tones in a most singabl
ner, and the middle voice is callg
strong play. Hence in the musical
«Elijah” last night Mr: Taylor sa|
manner as he did never before
torig in this city. His voice was\
captivating. - “Of .eourse. . certain
recitatives gave greater pleasun
others, but from a critical standpo
could hardly discriminate. He poj
unmistakable signs that he is a 14
Mendelssohn. Notwithstanding t
preponderance of the weight of tl
torio. fell to him, he exemplifi
faculty, as only the best singers
holding sustained interest through
short selections this is compa
easy, but in that which confronts
a long deseriptive work like “Elij4
task is different. Whenever Mr.
sang last night he held his
enthralled. This fact in itself suf]
indieate how the appreciation of th
ence ran.

Mrs. Edmonds, of Seattle, in ti
of “The Widow,” was a happy
Few there are, indeed, who coul
undertaken so difficult a role. Po
of ‘a voice highly cultivated, of
compass, rich and exceedingly el
even the highest notes and most g
passages, and having, as singers
plenty of timbre in the middl
lower notes, it was not at all su
that she occupies the premier D
Seattle’s musical circles. That
of “Elijah” assigned to her co
have been more pleasingly rend
thes peculiarly bewitching style o
which she possesses.

Mrs. Gideon Hicks is always a
ite. She sings with a wealth of
and for oratorio has exquisite qua
voice. This she displayed la
For some apparent nervousnes
to her fo say, she did not appea
best in one or two passages, but i
she sang with conspicuous suc

Miss Emma Sehl, another of t|
cipals, has a voice that in
blended most effectively with
Mrs. Bdwards. It has an ef
sweet tone, and she uses it ver
cally,

Mrs, H. Currie had a lighter
her rich contralto was much enj

As “Obadiah,” A. T. Goward
magnificent voice, which is td
known to need any descripti
scored a triumph last night w
linger long in memory by those
the good fortune to hear him.

RB. Worlock, tenor, and
Hicks, baritone, also contribut
able assistance.

During thé evening applause
quent, The singing of “God §
King” concluded the evening's

TRANSPORTATION COMMISH

Meeting at Montreal at Which
Trade Presented Views.

Montreal, June 6.—The trang
Commission opened a hearing X
morning. W. I. Gear, vice-presidg
Board of Trade, polnted out the
that bedy. They were that the
all port charges so as to make
bort the same as being charged
Canadian ports, the creation of a|
company under the control of ti
board to handle the traffic at
possible charge; provision of an
graln elevator; of a floating crap
elevated rallway tracks; the col
of 4 dry dock and & new entran
Lachine canal. The board also d
favor of the conmstruction of the
Bay' canals.




