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{INSHIU DELAYED
BY BAD WEATHER

\TEAMER FROM THE
ORIENT ON FRIDAY

Vessels Arrived in th: Reyal
Reads—The Tacoma Was
Also Ashore.

vailing

ated Oriental liner, the
1shiu Maru, of the Nippon
12 fleet, reached port from
on ‘Friday after a stormy
sailed from Yokohama on
mounth, and from Janu-
1 to the 9th encountered a heavy
t gale. The ship’s decks wére
ing the most of this time, but
ssel sustained no damage. As car-
Kinshiu breught 1,533 tons of mus-
freight, iucluding 847 pack-
For Vietoria she brought
s and three Japanese and’ three
> passengers. . For points - in the
States she has 22 Japs and four
ns.

She

ous

- silk.

1 papers received on the Kin-

ru tell of a serious collision off
ing, in the Straits of Malacea.
mer Kian Yang, 70 tons (Cap-
wpard). on thae, voyage from
to Singapcre, collided with the
San II., which was bound from
latter port outwards. The Kian
was struck on the starboard side,

t the forehatch, and sank _ in four
ites.  Panie ensued among the Chi-

<+ passengers. The engine driver, a

an, and a coolie jumped on to the
1 Nan and thus saved themselves.
Kian Yang’s chief engineer, with
¢ assistance of some of the crew, low-
red a boat in which about twenty peo-
ple were saved. Capt. Chopard and
several passengers are -missing. The
captain was last seen on the bridge blow-
ing the siren.
CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS.

Thursday proved a most unlucky yday
for shipping. No less than five steamers
met with misfortune during the day, and
there are probably others of which no
news has yet been received. . The
Mlineola, as stated, ran ashore in Base
flats, Baynes Sound, while bound for
Narr Francisco with a cargo of coal; the
Richarl III., loaded with concentrates
for the Tacoma smelter from the Tread-
well mine, struck off the Fraser while
in tow of the tug Lorne: the Tacoma,
while on her way to the City of Destiny
from Victoria, stuck on the mud about
miles this side of Marrowstone
point; the little tug Alert, which former-
Iy belonged to this port, but has lately
been towing logs for the Nanaimo saw-
will, was towed to Nanaimo Thursday
with a broken shaft, and the steamer
Mermaid, which arrived .on Friday
with the freighting steamer Trader in
tow, ran ashore on Gabriola reef Thurs-
day morning, sustaining injuries which
will necessitate her going on ‘the.wajzs
for repairs,

All these accident, excepting that to
the Alert, are attributed directly to the
fezgy weather. So far as could be learn-
el on Friday the Tpesition of the
Mineola and Richard III. is unchanged.
Capt. J. G. Cox, Lloyd’'s local representa-
tive, left for Ladysmith on ‘Friday en
route to the stranded ship, and will su-
perintend the salvage operations on the
Mineola. It was thought she would
float as soon as she had been lightened
oi some of her cargo. Capt. Cox will
engage a steamer at Ladysmith and pro-
ceed direct to the disabled vessel.

three

The Tacoma is said to be in-no danger,"

but being heavily laden with cargo from
the Orient would be encumbered in her
efforts - to get clear of the beach. She
was passed by the steamer Majestic on
the latter's way to Vietoria Thursday,
and had then a slight list to starboard.
It was while towing the Trader from
Lasqueti Island to port. for repairs that
the Mermaid met with her aecident. She
Is taking in ga little water, but is not
thought to be seriously injured. She
was ashore until the tile rose sufficient-
Iy to float her off. The Trader, it will
hé remember, lost her shaft while on the
run between Texada and Port Townsend,
The Alert was near Desolation Sound
v Ragged Island with a light boom of
I in tow, when by some’ unknown
ans her shaft was breken. Luckily
+ wrather was calm and the steamer
s in no danger of being lost. Capt.
1wson dispatched a -small beat to
I, when the services of Mr., Tuhlin’s
were secured. The necessary re-
irs to the Alert will be made without
"J_\A.

ARRIVALS IN ROADS.
iere were a couple of sailing vessels
¢ Roads on Friday. The Tas-
1ia arrived from Santa Rosalia after
passage of 29 days. After undergoing
spection at Williame Head she passed
0 Chemainus. The other arrival
the British ship Australia. She is
1+ days from Capetown, and re-
s an uneventful voyage. The vessel
+ January 1st has been endeavoring
ke port, and eventually had to be
vl in. Captain Joliffe was surpnised
 of the wreck of the ship Prince
The latter had sailed from
wn shortly before he left there,
f the Cape he found himself in
proximity to the spot where the
cgian craft met disaster. At one
was at anchor off Umatilla
ip. Outside, in company with the
there were four vessels all
z to get in. Among them was the
orn from the Orient. The Aus-
is in ballast. She is a ship of
ns register, and this is her first
British Columbia.
A BIG MERGER.
\ssociated Press dispateh to  the
rom Seattle reports that four-
cpendent canning factories of
Alaska have been merged at
2 there, and the entire pack,
Brackman & Ker, of this city,
lour and oats at Vancouver, for
ca, in the interests of g large

ian,

firm in that part of the world. The
barque is due to arrive in thirty days.
She will receive 2,000 tons of cargo and
may carry also a number of cedar doors.
The Earl of Dunraven will make the
second ship loading at the Terminal
City for the local firm. The California,
which is now receiving ecargo at Van-
couver, is loading 2,000 tons of flour ana
oats for Australia,

he American barque Bonanza, coal
laden from Ladysmith for San Francisco,
arrived i the Royal Roads Monday in |
a leaking condition. Off the Cape on Fri- '

migut she encountered a heavy |
southeaster, in which the ship labored
heavily. After pitching about for some
time the water began to leak into the |
hold. It came in through '

i

i

the sides ot
the vessel, and the skipper at once saw i
it was either a case of returning to port
or contining under difficulties.. A num-
ber of the crew were detailed to operate
the windlass, but this would not work.
Then it was found that there was no
water with which to work the -donkey
for an extended time. There was an
eight day supply on beard, but the voy-
age to San Francisco would have lasted
over twice that long. Under the circum-
stances the captain determined to return
to port and putting about arrived in the
Roads last night. He is now conferring
with his owners in San Francisco. ana
upon instructions being received the ves-

sel ‘will probably be repaired here before ',

|

i

resuming her voyage., She is still leak-
ing a little, but the captain says that he
is not obliged to keep the pumps going
in order to keep the water down, there !
being very little coming in. The Bon- |
anza, he reports, -has never had an aceci- '
dent before. She is a wooden ship, and
he describes her as an able carrier.

A barque was seen beating around out-
side, but with the strong.easter which
the Bonanza experienced the captain of
the latter is of thg opinion that she could
not come very close in towards shore.

TACOMA INJURED,

On _Saturday night the steamef Ta-
coma came in from the Sound to cuter
dock in order to ascertain the extent of
her damages, if she had sustsindd eny,
though going ashore off Marfdwstone
Point, when on her way to Taeoma from
Victoria last week. She was placed ¢n
the blocks yesterday, and to the supreme
satisfaction of all on board it was found
that the steamer had mot received the
slightest Wjury.
this  mo:
back

ing and immediately headed
to the Sound. - As something like

$18,000 had been expended om-thesship

in the Kowloon dock in making.neces”
sary repairs to damages received on her
last outward trip to the Orient, her hull
was found to be in perfect condition.
She had discharged cargo before coming
to Esquimalt, and has now only to load
prior to sailing again for China and
Japan. The Tacoma was in charge of
Pilot Gatter, the well known Puget
Sound navigator, at the time she:struek
off Marrowstone Point, and.howlishe §
came to get fast there is perplexing, as
the pilot claims to have been over the
water hundreds of times without mishap.

PILOT EXONERATED.

Capt. Bendroit, who was the pilot in
charge of the collier Mineola at the time
of her accident, has been exonerated
frem all blame in connectien with the
mishap. At a meeting of the Nanaimo
pilot commissioners he went inte details
of the Ngident. When the steamer left
the whart the fog was lifted and .a clear
sight could be had: for fully 4 mile
ahead with every appearance of better
weatlier. The boat, however, had not
been out from the wharf very long ;when
the fog began to lower again, and the
pilot finally decided to proceed a short
distance ‘further and anchor till the fog
lifted. A slight miscalculation, however
was made respecting tue, speed of t
vessel which was steaming faster“fh
they supposed, and almost as they Were
preparing to lower anchor her nose
struck the flats about four miles from
Union wharf,

The statement of the pilot was supple-
mented by a letter from Capt. Kirkwood,
the master of the vessel, which' com-
pletely sustained the pilot’s statement.
Under the circumstances and in view of
the fact that Capt. Bendroft’s nrecord

was one 'of extreme carefulness n“{hé |
discharge of his duties as pilot, never
having had an aceident before in his
career of years as pilot in these waters,
the board decided to return his papers
and passed a resolution entirely exoner-
ating him from blame in connection with
the Mineola ‘misfortune,

L
i
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DRAGGED ANCHORS,

Though there was no heavy wind
storm here Sunday night a gale from the
southward was blowing at the rate of
52 miles an: hour off the entrance to the
Straits last night. Even nearer home a
very heavy wind prevailed "during the
night. The British ™ ship Miltonburn, |
lying in the Roads, felt the gale, and Lad.;
a narrow escape from blowing ashare,
Her anchors dragged and she drifted
dangerously close to the rocks at the,
entrance of Esquimalt harbor. The Mil- |
tonburn has been chartered to load lum- |
ber at Whatcom, and wilk be towed over |
to that point as soon as a tug can be
secured fqr the purpose.

VANCOUVER'S NARROW ESCAPH.
The tug Vancouver narrowly escaped
a serious accident on Thursday night, on
the Gulf side of the entrance to Cowich-
an Gap. - Owing to the breaking of the |
erank pin on her engine while on a trip |
from Vancouver to Chemainus, she -be- .
came helpless. The crew towed her into
anchorage with a small boat, and then
went to Chemainus for assistance. The
steamer Mabel was dispatched to the as-
sistance of the Vancouver, and arrived :
just in time, as the wind had freshet\ed.’
up and the Vancouver, having dragged,
was within a few hundred feet of the
rocks just off the entrance to the Gﬂp_.

The Mabel towed the disabled boat |
into ‘Chemainus harbor. The Vancouver
is owned by E. H. Heaps & Co., ofK
Vancouver.

So far as the local agents are aware
there is mo change in the condition of |
the steamer Mineola as she lies on Bﬂﬁse
flats, Baynes Sound. She was sti!l'dls—‘
charging coal according to last advices.
The steamer Tacoma has been floated })E[
the beach near Marrowstone Point, hav- |
ing succeeded in clearing the mud flats
there with the assistance of ~the tug
Tyee, She is not thought to have been

|
damaged. i
nr'}‘he Richard I11, has also been floated, -

] Crew,;
i Head.

and was towed down-here by the Lorfie
last night.

REINSURANCE SPECULATION.

Speculation on the overdue German
four-masted steel barque Paul Rickmers,
now 228 days out from Bangkok for
Germany, has been enormous, and in-

cludes considerable Victoria money. The |
Rickmers has not been heard from since |
July 20th, when she passed Anjer, not |
far from her starting point, fifty days |

out. M. A. Newell & Co., the reinsur
ance brokers, of San Francisco, has ve
ceived a cablegram from London in-
structing them to offer $1,000 for every
$100 placed on the Rickmers to arrive,

| street.

‘W.
) Proviecial Dews. ¢
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VANCOUVER.

The death occurred on Friday of Mrs.
Elizabeth Weber, at the residence of her
daughter, Mrs, John Crowe, 421 Keefer
The deceased lady, who was a

| native of Germany, was 76 years of age,

The rate is surprisingly high, and indi- !

cates that the underwriters have litile
faith in the 'ship, which is a fine vessei,

and formerly lived for some time at
Ripley, Ohio.

Ex-Mayor Garden has presented a
totem pole to the park commissioners.

The New England Fish Company have

| contributed $500 towards tha hospital

and should have arrived safely months |

ago.
The British ship St. Enoch, 258 days

out from Hamburg for Santa Rosalia, is |
still quoted at 70 per cent., with a pros- |

pect of being crossed off the list soon if
she does not appear.

The rate on thes

barque Dunearn, out 189 days from Car: |

diff for Sitka, was advanced yesterday
to 25 per cent.

fund.

At a meeting of the finance committee
a letter was read from the secretary of
the board of trade, transmitting a pro-
position from Capt. Bernier to build a
ship in Vancouver if the city would
grant $10,000 ix aid of his Pojar expedi-
tion, The mayor questioned -wlether the
council had power, under thé'€harter, to

_make such argrant, and this view was
| confinmed by the solicitor, who advised

LANDED THE.PROCLAMATIONS. {

D! G. S. Quadra returned on Satur-
iday afternoon after landing proclama-

tions for the Burrard election  at nor-
thern ports. Mr. Mouat, returning of-
ficer, who took the proclamation. north,
debarked at Vancouver. Owing to the
inclement weather, Capt. Walbran re-
ports that the proclamations will not

deeidedly that it had not, the eorrespon-
dents to be so advised.
" A well-known resident passed away

on Saturday in the person of John Smith:

Glover, of 533 Robson street.. Besides a

Lwwidow deceas#d Mft three sonsgnd three

i daughters.
{,age, and camé
i, cashire,

reach Hazelton, Kitsilas and Skidegate. |
The two former places are on the upper |
Skeena, and travel overland is rendered |
extremely difficult now from the fact |

that snow lies three and four feet deep
along the river. ISkidegate was not
visited owing to the rough wéather,

Mi. Glover was 62 years of
Rére from Oldham, Lan-

& 10
On Friday tle police commissioners is-
sued an order2td the police to. close all
gambling in thé''city. Notice was ac-
cordingly served cn the cight or ten
places where moulette, poker and black-

!'jack have flourished undisturbed for the

| effect of the municipal eleetions.

THE ST. PAUL MAY COME NORTH |

Already there are indications of keen

rivalry in the Alaskan trade next sum- |

mer.
the fine large steamer St. Paul is likely
to be brought north for the purpose.
Asked as to the report that the Alaska
Commercial Company intends

There is a strong probability that |

.placing |

the steamship on the Seattle-Copper river |

run, Capt. Carroll, manager of the com-

}

pany, who has just returned from San'

Francisco said:
“I the business warrants it the St.

!

Pasl will ‘b found ig'’that itrade.. My :

She-was floated ag _people have plenty. of vessels and. they |

The order is the

The
new administration is pledged to sup-
press professional gaming of every de-
seription, but it is forestalled by the
action of the retiring officials,

The chief of police, in presenting his
report to the council on Monday night,
will ask to have the police force in-
creased from 27 to 30 men,

The Trades and Labor Council have
elected ‘the following officers: President,
W. J. Lamrick; vice-president, (Geo. Dob-
bin; recording secretary, John L. Lilley;
treasurer, T. H. Harrington; trustees,
Messrs. Pound, Cross and Cowling; sta-
tistician, J. -H.}. Perkihs; sergeamt-at-
arms; J. C. Kerr; executive comniittee,

past eight months.

are only too_anxious {9 send them wher- | Messrs. George and Gothdrd.

eyer they can find business for them.”

R i ,
ST. ENOCH PROBABLY LOST,
The rate of reinsurance on the British

|

ship St. Enoch- has juinped from 70 to €
" of the Hastings Mill 'store, and Miss E.

90 per cent. as-the result ofia cablegram
from London announcing the
near the Falkland Islands of a life buoy
and bucket marked with the name of the
overdue ship. The St. Enoch is now out
259 days fromy Hamburg for Santa
JReosalia, and the.indications are strong
that she has gone to _pieces.
speculation continues on the German
ship Paul Rickmers, on whicld in case
of arrival $1,000 is offered for every $100
invested.
MARINE NOTES

Steamer Senator arrived from San
Frisco on Sanday about ten o’clock,
somewhat behind time, owing to  the
faet that ghe left the Golden Gate three
or fotir“hours late.

The sealing schooners Allie I, Algar,

Captain Sinclair, and the Carlotta G. 0
t 7 “ | treasurer’s. report, which was also sub-

| mitted, showed the flnances of the new

Cox, Capt. Nelson, sails to-day. The
Triumph, Geneva and (Casco, of the Vie-

toma Sealing Company’s fleet, have-al- |

ready- taken their departure.

finding |

Heavy |

. The. Civic Employees Union reguested
the .assistance of the council in secummg
the endorsation of ,fhe city council.

The wedding was solemnized on Wed-
nesday might of My. Thomas Sanderson,

J. Garvin, a well known and popular
young lady of this city. The ceremony
was performed by Rev. G. A. Wilson at
the home of the bride’s father, Mr.
Samuel Garvin.

F. R. McD. Russell presided at a
meeting the other night of the members

! of the new West End church, who decid-
' ed that the church should be known as

St. John’s Presbyterian church. The re-
port of the board of managers dealt with
the matters that had come under their

| care since the organization of the congre-

|
!

, gation.

The purchase of the site for the
church at the corber of Broughton and

| Comox streets was, reported to haye been

|

|
|
|

The ship Ancona, which was quaran- |

tined after arrival from San Francisco
via Port Angeles last week, was towed
to Chemainus on Saturday night. Her
however, are still at William

“DE SNOWBIRD.”
By Wm. H. Drummond.
leetle bird dat’s come to us w'en
stormy win’ she’s blowin’,
An’ ev'ry fiel’ an’ mountain top is cov-
ered wit’ de snow,
How far from home you're flyin’, noboddy’s
never knowin’,
' For spen’ wit’ us de winter tam, mon
cher petit oiseau!

“Q

: '
“We always knew you're comin’, w’en we
© HNear de firs’ beeg storm
‘A° sweepin’ from de sky above,
screamin’ as she go—
Can tell you're safe inside it, w’ere you're
keepin’ nice an’ warm, 2
But no wan’s never sed you dere, mon
. “cheér petit oisean!

an

HWas it _'way behin’ de mountain dat de
W nort’ win' ketch you sleepin’,
‘Mebbe on your leetle nes’, too, an’ before
de wing she grow,
Lif* ‘you up an’ bring you dit way, till
some mornin’ fin” you peepin’
Out of new nes’ on the snow dreef, mon
pauv’ petit oiseau!

“All de wood: is full on summer wit’ de
many bird is sing dere,
Dey mus’ offen kaow each oder, mebbe
mak’ de frien’ alsg,
But w'en you was c)me on winter, never
seein’ wan strange wing dere,
Was it° mak’ you feelin’ lonesome,
pauv’ petit oiseau?

mon

‘“Plaontee bird is alway hidin’ on: some
place mo wan ecan figl dem,
But ma leetle bird of winter, dat was not
de way you go—
For de chil'rén on de roadside, you don't
seem to care for min' dem,
W'en dey pass on way to schoolhouse,
mon cher petit olseau!

“No wan say you sing lak robin, but you
got no tam for singin’,
So busy it was keepin’ you get breakfas’
on de snow, ;
But de small note you was geev us, w’'en
it join de sleigh bell ringin’,
Mak’ de true Canadian musie,
petit oiseau!

mon cher

“0 de long an’ lonesome winter, if you're
never comin’ near us,
If we miss you on de roadside, an’ on all
de place below!
But le bon Dieu He will sen’ you troo de
storm again for cheer us,
W’en we mos’ was need you here,, too,
mon cher petit oiseau!”

DISEASES OF THE WRITING TRADE.
AT,

Many occupntlnn}: have diseases which ,

are more or less incidental to them, and
literature is not exempt. The two most
prevalent literary maladies are writer's
cramp and swelled head. The unfortunate
thing about writer's cramp is that It is
never cured. The unfortunate thing about
swelled head is that it never kills.
———
THE SOCIALISTIC TENDENCY.
Detroit Free Press.

The people are coming to bellevea that
organized capital seems to have little sense
of responsibility and in seeking to avold
this Charbydis of irresponsible capital they
are dashing toward the Scylla of Sociallsm.,
The tendency is not to be mistaken, and
in awakening to the seriousness of the

tuation men cannot afford to blind them-
selves to the true causes. :

| orders will soon be :issued, for the

eompleted.  The; report also  denlt with
the excellent progress which was made
with the newly-organized Sunday schoo),
started shortly after the New Year. The

congregation to he in a satisfactory ecn-
dition.
Arrangements have been made, and

in-

| crease of the Sixth Regiment, Duke of

Connanght's Own Rifles, to an eight
company battalion. , Col. Holmes, D. O.
C., has been in the city completing the
necessary preliminaries for the transfer
of clothing, rifles and stores to the two
new companies that will he organized in
Vancouver. Under ghe new establish-
ment the units will be put on a similar
footing with those of the Eastern Can-
adian militia—42 men to the company.
Thne change will make necessary the pro-
motion of a number of non-commissioned
officers, while several more commissioned
officers will be required to complete the
strength.—The World.

Capt. and Mrs. Soule on Saturday cele-
brated their silver wedding, having béen
married 25. years ago. At that time
there was no church on the spot where
Vancouver now stands, so the ceremony
was conducted in the. schooltoom near
the Hastings mill. Capt. and Mrs. Soule
went to Victoria on the old steamer Ot-
ter for their honeymoon trip.

An enjoyable gathering was held on
Friday night at the residence of Mr.'and
Mrs. G: P, Carr, 1,427 Robson street,
the occasion being the celebration of
their silver wedding. Dancing, music
and games were indulged in, after whieh
theguests sat down to.a sumptuous stip
per provided by the host and hostess.

——o._'_

The annual congregational meeting6f
the First Presbyterian church was thelgd
on Wednesday night. .The pastor read
the report.of the past session, speaking
in encotiraging terms , of the progress
made in the past year. The membership
has increased by 375. ,The missionary
centribution exceeded that of any othér
year; and the total revenue of the churéh
was greater than ever before. The total
revenue amounted, to $7,000, while the
missionary: contribition; amounted to
$841. All current expenses were met;
some special claims satisfied, and the
church debt considerably reduced dur-
ing the past year, and the sum of $65
still remains.

S. Brewer passed away.on Tuesday at
the age of 94 years. The deceased came
to this province about 13 years ago and
has resided with his son at Cedar
cottage ever since. The deceased
leaves a son, W. J. Brewer, and a
married daughter, Mrs. Flynn, of Cedar
cottage. Mr. Brewer, son of the deceased,
is well known in the Central Park and
South Vancouver municipalities, he hav-
ing had the honor of being the first
reeve of South Vancouver.

Through an unfortunate accident at
Bagle Harbor, Howe Sound, on Wednes-
day afternoon, C. C. Thompson broke his
right forearm. Mr. Thompson is one of
the veterans of Paardeberg, and the army
he broke is the one which was nearly
shot to pieces in that memorable en-
gagement. While standing on top of a
stump Mr. Thompson slipped and fell to
the ground, a distance of five or six feet,

His right arm was under him when he
¥ ’

hit the groand, and the‘bone of the fore-
arm snapped.
e Ot

GREENWOOD.

Thomas Cunningham, provincial fruit
inspector, after having spent several days
in the Boundary, left on Tuesday’s train
en route for the Okanagan. Early last
month it was reported to the provincial
government that fruit inspection was
somewhat lax at some points in the in-
terior, so it was decided that Mr. Cun-
ningham should ‘visit the -various quar-
antine stations and look into matters
generally affecting fruitgrowers at Revel-
stoke, Fernie, Cranbrook, Nelson,
Waneta, Rossland, Grand Forks, Green-
wood and Midway, and also crossed the
international boundary line to Northport,
Besides rdiscassing matters under their
supervision with the fruit quarantine
officers at the several places visited, he
interviewed merchants and others selling
fruit in every town o which he went,
with the object of ‘encouraging the sub-
stitution of British Columbia fruit for
that imported and sold in the various
markets in these districts supplied with
it. He expressed himself as exceeding-
Iy gratified at finding the general senti-
ment' favorable to British Columbia
fruit, in preference to that imported
from south of the boundary line, and
that the outlook in favor of the former
is most promising, it being chiefly a ques-
tion of supply on equally advantageous
conditions. It was freely admitted
everywhere he went that apples grown
at Salmon Arm, Ashcroft, Lytton,
Spence’s Bridge, Vernon, Kelowna  and
other interior points in the upper coun-
try are much superior to most of the
frait imported from Washington, Idaho
and Oregon. The excellent work done

tion of bringing fruit growers and con-

sults.
the Okanagan, Mr. Cunningham stated
that his visit had been an “eye-opener”.

fruit growing.
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Steveston.

The annual meetings of three Presby-
terian congregations - of this eity were
held ‘on. Thursday' night. At St. An-
drew’s Presbyterian the first matter dis-
posed of-was the aeceptance of the re-
signation of the pastor, Rev. Albert E.
Vert, at his special request. ‘The Pres-
bytery will be asked to request Rev. T.
Oswald to act as moderator until a sue-
cessor be appointed. The manager's re-
port showed a balance on hand at the
end of the year of $100.01. At the West
Prebyterian church the pastor, Rev, R.
A, King, B. D., presided. The total re-
ceipts during the year were $2,133.15,
and a balance of $133.05 is carried for-
ward. The thirteenth annual meeting of
the Knox Presbyterian church, Sapper-
ton, was well attended. Satisfactory re-
ports were received from the church of-
ficers. The gross receipts during the
past year were $1,032. With ‘regard tr
the manse building fund tli¢ congrega-
tion is now. free and the old: Pptds Wwere
burnt in the presénce 'of the congrega-
tion. The total amount' raised to date
for.the century fund is $908.10.

The first tram cars to be bailt in this
province are now in course of construc-
tion at the carshops of the B. C. Elec-
tric Railway Company on Twelfth
street. The cars now being built number
six, and are of the style used on the
city lines, but about six feet longer. As
soon as these are.completed the work
on the construction of open and other
cars will be started,

The family trouble of a young couple
of Port Guichon were again before the
magistrate in the District coart on Wed-
nesday. It appears that the couple do
not get along any too well and” once be-
fore they had -some spats, but the prin-
cipals promised to settle the case out of
court. This was apparently not done
to everybody’s satisfaction. The wife
had run away to ’Frisco with a young
man, ‘but had come back and been for-
given. All would bave gone well jhad
she not been too vain of her charms, and
boasted of her power of attraction  The
euraged husband was charged with as-
saulting her. For the assault the hus-
band was fined $5 apd both parties were
ordered to pay their own costs, and were
bound over, to keep the peace for a year,

BEdgar Wilcox, who was recently sent
up for trial for burglary i a West End
residence, was up before Judge Bole
charged with breaking away from the
officer who arrested him. _ He had elect-
ed for speedy trial on this charge and
pleaded guilty. He was given a sen-
tence of six months with hard labor. He
wil}. face the burglary charge at the
spring’ assizes.

—_———
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Geo, V. Holt, having been transferred
to Seattle by the Bank of Commierce, to
act as manager of its branch in that city,
has resigned the presidency of the
board/of trade, after two years’ accep-
table Service.” Mr. Holt is succeeded as
president by another banking man, in J.
M. Lay, manager of the local branch ot
the Imperial bank.

(R N
NELSON, ‘

The discovery of platinum in the Con-
tact mines of the Burnt Basin district
was announced lgst year, and samples
were sent to  Newhark, New Jersey, for
the purpose of thoroughly testing the
ore. The results were very satisfactory
at the time and the Newark refiners who
treated the samples offered to purchase
concentrates of a similar character to the
specimens forwarded. H. P. Jackson,
the managing director of the Contact
mines, states that he forwarded samples
to London, and that he has recently re-
ceived a highly satisfactory report con-
firming the tests previously made at
Newark. Drifting on the principal level
of the mine is still under way and fair
progress is being made. = 'The ore body,
as opened up so far, proves to vary in
width from two to six feet, but the ore
has been continuous throughout the
vein. Just at the present juncture the
vein has narrowed down to slightly
over two feet im width, but the experi-
ence of the past leads the management
to believe that as further distance is at-
tained another widening of the ore body

lgaine«] rapidly as the drifting
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PERSONAL.

Among the recent arrivals from the Sennd
is Herbert Hart, who left this country in
1852, and since then has been living in

istralin and New Zealand. Hé has been
visiting relatives in California and has
come unorth to renew acqmaintances with
friends in this city and other points in the
Northwest. In an interview he said: ‘“The
settling “of the great West has been ac-
complished since I left its shores, so every-
thing is new to my eyes. The growth of a
century under ordinary condit.uous has been
accomplished in nfty years Yhe waoe
Coast was practicaily untouched )
hand of the white invader. To-day
iilons of people. live west of the koo
mountains. It is digicult to express ilting-
1y UTde contrast vetween the country at the
Luane [ left for Australia mnd ac this day.
It seems incredible that the West as we
knew it then 18 the West of to-day. Mifty
Years in Australia have seen much devel-
vpment. There was little to atiract people
at the time I went.. A solution has been
attempted to a number of great political
quesuons, aud the governmenc or Australia
now emiodies some of the Uest features to
be found in any government in the world.
our wrdubies are greuaily exaggerated by
the outs.ue weria; reaily we lLive very con-
tentedly. The drotights which cause so
iatn comment abroau are bucr locai, aund
the damage is comparatively trithing. lie-
borts as to them are greatly distorted.
Lhe federation of the proviaces of: Aus-
tralia has been accowmp.ished, but I teur
the cost to the people will more than coun-
terbalance the benerits which wiil result.
So tar, however, things Lave gone
smoothly.””

many
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W. J. Graves, travelling representative
of the Woodmen of the World, is staying
at the Dominion hotel. . He will spend sev-
erar duays - uere before returning teo Van-
couver, his headquarters. At to-night’s
mect.ng of the local camp matters of vital

1he question of representation At the an-
nuil convention will be taken up. Mr.
Graves says‘that it is likely that a con-
veation eof the British Colambia camps
will be held at this city. This will also be
discussed to-night.
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G. G. 8. Lindsay, K. C., of Toronto, gen-
eral counsel for the Crow’s Nest Coal Com-
He has come West
i _connection with the suits which have
been taken against the commpany in con-
nection with tue explosion which took pluce
at lMernie some time age.
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J. Dunbar Wright, of New York, and a
comprising J. Howard Wright and

Kdgar Corlies and Mrs. Joseph

intend coming to Viotoria in the
early spring. The party will be augmented
by a number of California tourists, who

Mrs.

an Alaskan cruise. Mr. Wrigat will make
a collection of scenes in British Columbia

and on the Alaskan coast for his iilustrat-
ed lecture before the Artomob.le Club of
America.
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E. Escalef, a pioneer of Victoria, is at |
the Dominien hotel. He has just returned !
from Montana, and will stay here a short
time renewing acquaintances. Mr. Escalet
was proprietor of the Delmonico restaurant
here years ago. He also had charge of the
Driard -hotel cafe, and was at one time
proprietor of the Victoria hotel. He left
nere for Ressland, where he copducted a
successful restaurant business for some
years before leaving for Montana.
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D. J. Munn, the well known cannery
man of New Westminster, i8 in the eity.
In regard to the proposed cannery combine,
for the promotion of which he recently
went to Emngland, Mr. Munn discounten-
anced the many ahsurd reports which have
been circulated broadcast from Vamcouver.
He does not desire to say anything about
the movement at present.
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H. A. Tremayne, cashier of the Hudson
Bay Company, who has been appointed te
an important position en the Winnipeg
Lranch of the company, left Friday evening
to take over his new dutics. His fellow
employees presented him with a handsome
gold~lockét and ‘cigarette holder, with an
address, in which regret at parting and
congratulations at his promotion were ex-
pressed,
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W. M. Russell, manager of the Third
avenue theatre, Seattle, was among the
passengers from San Franeisco Monday,
and after spending a few hours here left
for the Souand. Mr. Russell has leased the
Grand opera bouse, of San Francisco. In
conversation this morning he said that
if a building to accommodate not less than
1,000 people was erected here he would
undertake to lease and furnish it. Mr.
Russell while here made his headquarters
at the Dominion hotel.
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A list of those who haye visited the
oflicés of the Victoria Tourist Association,
Fort streef, follows: Reginald H. :Rogers
and R. B. Maitland, of Vancouver; Hj
Douglas, of Dawson: City; J. F. Brooks, of
Australia; J.. B. Venables, of Liverpool,
Eng.; J. T. Waters, of Wrangel, Alaska;
G. H. Lipsett, of Winnipeg; and Irving
Smith, of Nanaimo,

» »

Wm. Scott and wife, Miss Ivy Scott and
Mrs.  Career, of Winnipeg, are at the Do-
minion hotel. Thely are making a tour of
the Coast and will spend a few days here
before leavid® on a 'visit to the principal
points in Caiifornia.

- -

F. V. Hobbs, of Port Renfrew, was
among the passengers from the West Coast
by the Queen City Sunday. He reports
the settlement to be in a flourishing con-
diffon. He is registered at the Dominion
hotel.
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Hugh B. Gilmour, M. P. P., of Vancou-
ver, is among those staying at the Vernon
hotel.

Our contemporaries in the state of
Washington are terribly ex’ercised about
the nrepeal of the coal dutics. They
claim the mining industry in “'ashing-l
ton and Oregon will be ruined. becaunse
of the competition in the markets of the
coast and of the interior of fuel mined
by Chinese cheap labor. They  know
perfectly well, of course, that no Chi-
nese are employed in the coal mines of
British Columbia, and that the wages
paid miners here are as high, if not
actually higher, than those paid in the
diggings across the line. It would not
do for them to tell the truth—that the
coal mined in British Columbia is of a
greatly superions quality and for that
reason is always in active demand. The
removal of the duty will of course add
to the handicap the American coal al-
ready has to carry. It is argued that the
consumer in the East will derive no
benefit whatever from the abrogation of
the duty. He thinks he will, at all
events, and he was in such a mood that
the legislators temporarily disregarded |
the - blandishments of the trust. The
reasonable supposition is that it will be
a considerable relief to the consumers |
of both West and Fast to be permitted |
to purchase the "very best fuel that can
be had without interference from the !
gevernment. The most serious thing for i
the trust to consider is the possible ef-!
fect upon the public mind of a period of
freedom. The consumers may refuse
to permit the chains to be fastened upon
them again. From the point of view of

ity. 1

EFFECTS OF BRITISH RULE.

Seme of our contemporaries in the
United States are considerably stirred up
over the action of Great Britain and Ger-
many in taking measures to compek
Venezuela to meet her obligations. Evem
in Canada there are newspapers whose
comments  indicate they deliberately
shut their eyes to the fact that
force was only resorted to after
peaceful representations covering a
period of some years had beem
deliberately ignored by the government
of the South American republic. Some
of the more bellicose and chivalrous
journals of neighbors have am-
nounced in red ink and lurid langeage
that Great Britain will not be permitted
to treat Venezuela as she has that down-
trodden country Egypt. In our igmor-
ance we had supposed the condition ef
the Land of the Pharaohs to-day as com-
pared with twenty years ago was the
grandest tribute that could possibly be
paid to the beneficence of British rule.
Indeed we are sure we have read eulo-
gies of the most exalted character of
British = administrators = in —American
scientific and other journals which stand
aloof from the partisan pélitics of the
day. TIf at the end of twenty years Am-
ericans have as good cause to regard
with satisfaction their .record in the
Philippines as the British have to view
their administration of Egypt at the pre-
sent day, the world, we believe, . wild
agree that the war with Spain- has been
fully justified. Every reeurring famine
in India is aseribed by the men of wide
knowledge on the United States press to
British rule, 1t is useless to point omt
to them that there have béen famines im
that land ever since it had ‘a history.
Under native rule the visitations were
accepted as a result of the decrees of
higher powers and nothing was ever
done to alleviate distress. Now aill that
science backed by unlimited capital eam /
do to guard against such ecalamities is
dome. The nistory of British rule in kn-
dia is simply being repeated in Egypt.

our

| I the more-Fecently acquired territory

the population is nNot so ‘dense and the
natural forees are more easily brought
under subjection. That is the only d&if-
ference. :
Surely. there could not be a more re-
liable indication of the disinterestedmess:
and energy of an administration than the
attitude of the natives of the country tor
it. "'We are told on unbiasge‘d,‘“w
ity that the officials i cifirge are looked
upon by the simple natives as benefae-
tors and friends. An Egyptian states-
man, bitterly hostile to England’s oceu-
pation, said to Lord Milner several years
ago: “Do not suppose that if Great Br-
tain were to retire from Egypt we
should let the engingers go. ¥ noysEde
should be the first to,,,dp .éverything X.
cowrld™¥6 rétain them.” “A’ touching story
is told of ' native devotion.  Jm: @SS8L"
when the Nile was very fow, the people '
of Girga province saw their lands ua-
flooded and starvation staring them i
the face. A British resident official, am
engineer, decided to try a temporary
dam. It was a doubtful undertaking, =
desperate remedy. But. by w !ﬁ&!{l
and day with willing maitive“hélpers, i
was built. When the people 'saw the
water with its rich deposits flooding therm
land their joy and gratitude .knew D
bounds. They called ‘for a religious
thanksgiving in .the mosque of' the chief. -
town of Girga. Now, the presence of =
Christian in a mosque is offensive to de-
vout Mohammedans. For him tolattend
a religious ‘service in the mosqué’ is ah-",
horrent to their minds. '‘But ‘in this
case they insisted on the Englishmen az-
tending the service, their thankfulness
overcoming the traditional exclusiveness
and’ intolerance. i
Lord Milner, in his famous beck
where this remarkable episode is recard-
ed, says: “Any improvément
water supply is a thing whieh' goes
straight Thome to the heart of ' every
Egyptian. It is the one sort of benefit '
you ean confer upon him of whiek
the value is not only indisputable, st
universally recognized. The meost: swe="
cessful, the most creditable, the most am-

i-questionably ‘useful of all the - gérvices

rendered by our country .to Egypt have
been conngcted with this vital problesa -
of water.” " i ;

This was written in 1892 as a plea for
the AsSouan reservoir. 'To-day the re—"
servoir; with its store of biessing fox_‘ the
poor fellahéen, or native cultivatars, ,is.’
an accomplished fact. He has not enly’
been reliéved from oppression and semi-
slavery, ‘but put in the way of making
a comfortable living. He does not ob- -
ject to homest taxation for beneficent
purposes.

Chicago is undoubtedly the most pre-
gressive city in the Unitell States. Whean
business = becomes slack in the diveree
courts they marry couples in. batehes of
not less thamifive at a tinge so that thera
may be material to work upon in the
future. The pother day a new precedent

"was established in a criminal court. A

lady who had been acquitted of the
charge of poisoning her husband kissed
all the jurymen, One of the talesmen
is mnderstood to be ready to give prae-
tical evidence of his faith in the wo-
man’s innocence by stepping inte the
place of the departed husband.

* * =

Talk about religious intolerance. Henri
Rochefort, the editor in chief of the
Paris Intransigeant, has summarily dis-
missed three members of his literary
staff because they attended a funeral of
a deceased colleague at which a religious
ceremony was performed.
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